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7 E following Pages contain the Adventures of 
Gilbert Langley, Goldſmith, written by bis 
own Pen. TI is conceiv'd, that a liker Pifture catt- 
nos well be drawn than that which he has given us 
of himſelf, it is publiſhd chiefly for the Uſe of fuch 
as may reſemble him in ſome Reſpefts. Many wou'd | 
fiy from Vice if they ſaw, ber Face all at once, aud 
in Day Light ; here ſhe is, never was ſhe better known 
to any than to this Man, and, be has ſent ber abroad 
in ber own Cloaths. His Stile is the Stile of a 
Man of Pleaſure, and was not altered, becauſe it 
may be of Uſe to know what ſort of a Stile that is. 
Some People may perhaps fancy the reading ſuch 
a Life dangerous, for their Sakes this Advertiſe- 
ment is prefixed. If they ſee young People make ill 
Uſe of it (as what in our Age will they not make ill 
Uſe of) let them ſet them right, let them bid theſe 
 Inconfiderate Folks mark the Growth and Progreſs | 
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of Fic ice, from abuſing Education to cheating a Fa- 
ther; from cheating a Fauiber, to defrauding the 
World, from defrauding the World to down right Rol- 
bery, and ſo to the Gallows ; an open broad Road, and 
bis unhappy Fourney marks the Stages for others, that 
they may ſtop or ride back in Time, according to the 
old approved Maxim: 


Satius eſt recurrere quam currere male. 
Better return, than in an ill Road run. 


Mie commonly hear the young Spendthrifts of our 
Times, aiſcourſe exafly in Mr. Lan gley's Langu- 
age, and Reaſon, or rather prevert Reaſon as he does. 
In ſuch a Caſe, point out a ſimilar Paſſage in this 
fine Hiſtory of Modern Callantry, and put bim in 
Mind of the Concluſion; tell him, which is a cer- 
tain Truth, that Greenwich Rambles lead 10 Maid- 
ſtone Goal, that Intrigues with Proſtitutes is the 
pPeleaſure rather of a Goat than of a Man, and that 
te ſmalleſt Digreſſons from the Paths of Virtue, is 
walking for the Air in Tyburn-Road, There vol 
run more e Hazards than one ne f, C pt 
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Gilbert Langley, &. 
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. \ILBERT Langley, Eldeſt Son of 
Halaaniy Langley, an eminent Gold- 
ANA mith in London, and Nephew to Sir 

Y Thomas Langley, Bart. was born Nov. 
T9, 1710. at three Years of Age he was 
e ſent down to his Grandmother's Seat at 
Yelderſley in Derbyſhire, under whoſe Care he continued 
till he was ſeven Years of Age; when his Mother (whoſe 
Darling he was) growing impatient at his:Jong Conti- 


nuance in the Country, came down from London to 


ING 


fetch him Home. No ſooner had he receiv'd the Vi- 


fits common on ſuch Occaſions, and ſufficiently reco- 
ver'd himſelf from the Fatigue of his Journey, but he 
was put to School to Mr. Adams in Red-Lyon-Street, 
from whoſe prudent Inſtructions (being naturally addic- 
ted to Study) he in his tender Vears made ſo great an 
Improvement, that few or none in the ſame School 
were thought his Equals, and his Father unwilling to 
curb the promiſing Genius of his Child, by the Advice 
and Conſent of his Maſter, remov'd him from thence to 
the Charter- Houſe, and 8 gave him a fairer Op- 
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ponunity of exerting his natural Parts, rightly judging, 
that the numerous Concourſe of Students, would excite 


his Son to a generous Emulation of Youths about his 


Age, in the Knowledge of ſuch Authors as his Maſter 
thought proper to put into their Hands. Here in a 
ſhort Time he began to read Virgil, Ovid, Horace, and 
Demoſthenes, and had as great Know ledge of thote ſub- 
lime Authors, as his tender Years would admit of. But 
ſuch is the Misfortune of ſome of our Engliſb Schools, 


that the "Maſters, either to pleaſe the Parents, or in- 


dulge the Child, hurry their Pupils from Claſs to Claſs, 
without conſulting whether they are jufficiently ground- : 
ed in the firſt Rudiments of Learning. Hence it is, 


that ſo many Youths who have ran thro” all the Claſ- 


fick Authors, for want of a full and perfect Knowledge 
of the Grammar Rules, the ſole Baſis and F oundation 


of all Learning, are unable to taſte the, Excellency: of 


thoſe Writers, and entirely incapable of retaining what 
they with ſo much Labour have endeavour'd to acquire; 
and therefore generally after a Year or two's Abſence 
from School, are almoſt as far to. ſeek as if their Parents 
had not expended any Thing on their Education. But 


as this does not immediately fall under my Cognizance, 


J ſhall drop theſe Remarks, and proceed. | 

.Gulbert's Father being fully perſuaded of this almoſt 
univerſal Error and Corruption in our Engliſb Schools, 
refoly'd to fend him over to the Benedictine Monks at Do- 
way, in Flanders, there to have him brought up in his own 
Religion; but-notwithſtanding the great Diſparity between 
a Foreign and Eng liſb Education, was ſo fully prov'd 
by ſeveral of Mr. Lengley's Friends, yet his Wife (who 


Was paſſionately fond of this her Son) could not by any 


Arguments, be induced to a Compliance of parting 
with her Child, preferring rather the Preſence of her 
Son in Ignorance, before his Abſence in a Place where 
he was ſure to have the faireſt Opportunity of acqui- 


ring ſolid and uſeful Learning. Thus her fondneſs tri- 
umph'd over her Reaſon, and ſhe could not bear the 


Thoughts of a Separation from ben Darling, who to 
pleaſe her, tho” to his own Prejudice, was continu'd at 
ilome, till * as a 9 Mark of its Fa- 

vour, 


| (3) 
your, was pleaſed to take her away, and by that ſet 
aſide the ſole Obſtacle to the intended Progreſs of our 
young Student; for no ſooner was Mamma dead, and 
decently interr'd, but the Father, earneſtly bent on his 
Son's Adyancement, made diligent Search for a propet 
Perſon, to whom he might with Safety commit the 
Truſt of his Son, until he ſhou'd arrive at Doway, the 
Place deſign'd for his future Education. Upon Enquiry 
he found out Mr. Scurton, the Prior of the Benedictine 
Monks, who being come to London about ſome particu- 
lar Buſineſs, was now on returning to his Convent; 
with this Gentleman he agreed on an annual Sum for 
my Board, Learning, and all other neceſſary Expences 
for my Journey, which was to be as ſoon as poſſible. 
The Day being fixed for our Departure, we met at the 
Croſs-Keys in Grace-Church-Street, where my indulgent 
Father, with reiterated Entreaties, ſollicited Mr. Sturton 
to a ſpecial and peculiar Care of his young Pupil, and 
after he had tenderly embrac'd me, with flowing Eyes, 
committed me to the Management of my new Tutors 
For my Part, I readily confeſs, that being naturally 
fond of Novelty, and having a roving Diſpoſition in 
me, I was rather pleaſed than concerned at our Parting 
and. with Joy reſigned myſelf to the Obedience of my 
new and ſtrange Guardian, In ſhort, we lay at the Inn 
that Night, and in the Morning took Coach for Dover, 
from whence (the Packet being ready to fail) we em- 
barked for Calais, and in a few Hours, with a freſh and 
favourable Gale, we reached the wiſhed-for Haven. 
My Tutor being intimately acquainted with Mr. Fran- 
cia, (commonly known in England by the Name of 
Francia the Few) we lodg'd in his Houſe, and were 
civilly and agreeably entertained by him for the Space 
of: hee . 4 Hb. | 3 Fr 6 
Now all Things appear'd to me odd and uncommon, 
and being unable to underſtand the Natives Language, 
Manners, or Cuſtoms, I, thought myſelf in a New 
World, asking ſeveral jmpertinent Queſtions of my 


Guardian, who well pleaſed with my Curiofity, and 
juvenile Obſervations, gave me ſuch Anſwers as my 
tender Age was capable to receive and underſtand. Now 
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after we had return'd Thanks to Mr. Francia for his 
kind Entertainment, we proceeded on our Journey, 
and the next Day arriv'd at St. Omers, where we ſpent. 
2 whole Day in viewing the Curioſities of that Town, 
which I ſhall not preſume to deſcribe, being. then but 
in the 12th Year of my Age; yet I cannot forbear 
taking Notice of the Cathedral of St. Bartin's, an an- 
_ cient and ſtately Structure, adorn'd with ſeveral curious 
Pieces of Painting, and embelliſh'd with numerous Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Ornaments ; but what ſtruck me moſt with 
Wonder and Surprize, were the Skins of a Toad and a 
Crocodile, of an enormous Size, that were fix'd to one 
of the Columns of the Church; but fince there are ſo 
many various Reports, and romantick Fables, deviſed 
by the Populace concerning the prodigious Dimenſions 
of thoſe Animals, and the Manner of their being diſ- 
cover'd, I ſhall omit troubling my Reader any further 
on.that Head, fince where I cannot give a full, true, 
and ſatisfactory Account, my Reſolution is to be ſilent. 

Adjoining to this noble Cathedral, is a magnificent 
and ſplendid Convent, more reſembling the Palace of a 
grand Monarch, than the Receptacle: of Perſons, who 
under the ſpecious Pretence and Diſguiſe of Religion re- 
tire thither ; altho' in Reality, they there more fully in- 
. dulge their irregular Paſſions and inordinate Deſires, 
than thoſe who ſtrugling in the tempeſtuous Ocean of 
the World, boldly expoſe themſelves to all Dangers, 
and to the utmoſt of their Abilities, ſerve and glorify 
their great Creator. In this Convent are upwards of 
150 Jeſuits, and near upon 200 Students, who all pay 
the annual Salary of 25 J. Sterling, except twelve of 
them, who are upon the Pope's Foundation. My 
Guardian and I paid a Viſit to the Prior, who enter- 
tained us in a ſumptuous and elegant manner, none be- 
ing ſo free and profuſe in their Entertainments as the 
Roman Clergy are one among another. T he next Morn- 
ing we ſet out for Doway, where we arriv'd in the 
Evening, to the great Satisfaction and Comfort of the 
Benedictines, who with all poſſible Demonſtrations of 
Joy, receiv'd their Superior, and (as I was afterwards 
inform'd) highly applauded him for he due DE 
4 ; © 46 "2 0 N O 


of his Commiſſion, and commended his Diligence and 
unwearied Endeavours, in encreaſing the Number of 


the Faithful. I muſt acknowledge, that ſince I have 


been converſant in the World, upon the Peruſual of 
Milton, and my ſerious Reflection upon the Reception 
of Mr. Sturton, I was charm'd wich the beauteous De- 
ſcription of Lucifer's return to his fallen Angels, which 
ſo nearly reſembled, and form'd in my Mind ſuch live- 
ly Ideas of my former Guardian's firſt Appearance to 
his cloiſter'd Monks, that to my dying Day I ſhall re- 
tain an indelible Remembrance of that grand and ſolemn 


Re-union. At the Expiration of three Days, which 


are uſually allow'd to young Sparks, to initiate and in- 
ſtruct themſelves in the Forms and Precepts of the Col- 
| ledge, I was examin'd by three Reverend Fathers, (for 
that is the Title they aſſume) and upon a ſtrict Exami- 
nation, was found capable of nothing higher than Al- 
varuss Grammar, and Cæſar's Commentaries, a plain 


Proof of the vanity of ſome of our Engliſb Schools. 


But ſince my Readers may be curious, and willing to be 


inform'd of the Manners and Cuſtoms of our Colle- 


giate Life, I ſhall for their Satisfaction give a brief but 
true Account thereof, The annual Salary is 25 J. Ster- 
ling for an elder Brother, and 20 Ditto for a younger; 
at our firſt Entrance we are diveſted of our ſecular 
Robes, and cloath'd with a Caſſock and a Gown, re- 
ſembling in Form thoſe on the Foundation of the 


Cherter-Houſe, which Dreſs, according to the antient 


Rules of the Houſe, is allowed to each Student new 
every Year. The Scholars are divided according to 
their different Abilities and Capacities into ſeveral Claſſes, 
each apart from one another, to prevent Noiſe and 
Interruption, and over each Claſs prefides a proper Ma- 


ſter, whoſe Buſineſs is to inſtruct his Pupils in the 


Knowledge of ſuch Authors as he thinks moſt proper 
and ſuitable to their Genius and Underſtanding. We 


are oblig'd to continue twelve Months in the fame 


Study, that we may be entirely perfect therein, and du- 


ring that Time, have Monthly Examinations, in which 
the moſt perfect is for his Encouragement, to receive 
a Premium from the Hands of the Prior, at the three 
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ſeveral grand Examinations, that are held before the 


whole Houſe ; at Zafter, Michaelmaſs, and Chriſtmaſs, 
all (except thoſe who are in the Accidence) are compelled 


at all Times, and upon all Occaſions, under a certain Pe- 


nalty, to ſpeak the Latin Tongue. We have a large Dor- 
mitory, where each Student has his Bed a-part, a Cale- 
factory, and at each end thereof, a large fire Place, tho”. 
but ſmall allowances of Wood, having but one Faggot 
and two Billets to each Fire, ang that only in the Eve-: 
ning, which cauſes ſome of our young Sparks, ſome- 
times privately, and ſometimes by open Force, to break 
into. the Wood-houſe, that ſtands in our Area or Yard. 
Our Refectory or Dining-Room, is large and commo- 
dious, and ſerv'd with regular and due Oeconomy, 
where each Scholar has the Frſt Choice of the Portions 
of Meat, according to his Superiority in Learning. Our 
Diet is Bread and Butter every Morning, at Noon 
half a Pound of boil'd Meat, with a Porringer of 
Broth, ang at Night, the ſame Allowance of Roaſt with 
a Sallad, except on Days of Falt ; but at Meals, we have 
as much Bread and Beer as we deſire, altho? at all other 
Times, we are debarr'd even from a Cruſt of Bread, or 
a Draught of Beer, which makes us frequently convey out 
the ſame under our Caſſocks, and ſometimes, like ra- 
venous Wolves, make bold Incurſions into the Kitchen, 
and there plunder and carry away all we can meet with; 

but of this more hereafter. Over the Students, which 
are never leſs than fifty or threeſcore, a Prefect is ap- 
pointed by the Prior, who ought to be a Perſon of great 
Sagacity and Diſcretion, for to his Care the Direction 
of all the Scholars (when out of their reſpective Schools) 
is committed; he hears all Debates, ſettles all Con- 
troverſies, and appeaſes all Animoſities that ariſe a- 
mongſt his Pupils; his Buſineſs is to call them up at five 


1 the Morning, as well in Winter as in Summer, he 


rings the Bell to Prayers, at their Meals ſays Grace, and 
orders one of the Scholars in his Turn to mount the 
Roftrum or Pulpit, and read the Martyrlogy, during 


_ the Fime of Repaſt, whilſt he himſelf ſtands at the 


upper End of the Refectory to keep Silence, and pre- 


| Vent. any Confulion or Irregularities, that might other- 


wiſe 


005 


wiſe happen amongſt ſuch a Number of Boys. Hours 


of Study are from Five till' half an Hour after Seven, 


the other half Hour being allow'd for waſhing and 
breakfaſt Time; at Eight we go to School, at Eleven 
to Prayers, at Noon to Dinner, at One to Study, at 
T wo to School, at half an Hour after Four to Play, at 
Five to Study, at Six to Supper, and afterwards to 


Play if in the Summer Time, or in the Winter to our 


reſpective Seats in the Calefactory. None dares pre- 
ſume to go into the Town without the Prefects Leave, 


We have a capacious Area or Yard, wherein is a Ter- 


ras Walk, and a Place very ſuitable and proper for the Ex- 
erciſe of Hand-Ball, in which we with great Emulation, 
ſtrove to ſurpaſs each other. Beſides the uſual Hollidays at 
Eaſter and Michaelmas, we claim by Charter an ancient 
Priviledge -of electing a King among ourſelves, to be 
our Sovereign, during the limitted Time granted by Pa- 
tent. The Manner, and our Obſervance of thoſe an- 
tique Cuſtoms are as follows: A Month before Chri/t= 
mas, the Senior Scholars aſſembled together in Council, 
debate on the Election of a Prince, and all proper Offl- 
cers to attend his Majeſty, of which I ſhall afterwards 
give you a Liſt. The Reſult of this grand Council is 
kept inviolably ſecret, until Chr:#mas Eve, when the 
Clerk of the Auguſt: Aſſembly aſcending the Pulpit,” in 
an open an audible Voice, reads the Copy of the anci- 
ent Charter, and nominates the choſen King, and his 
Officers of State, in Preſence of the ſeveral Maſters of- - 
the different Schools. Hereupon his Majeſty ſends a ſo- 
lemn Embaſſy to the Grand Prior, and by it claims 
and demands the Annual Rights and -Priviledges of his 
then Subjects, to be confirm'd, purſuant to the ancient 
Tenour of the above-mention'd Charter. To this le- 
gal Demand the Prior replies, My Lords, we are both 
ready and willing to grant your preſent Sovereign, all 
fuch Cuſtoms, Priviledges, and Immunities, as were wont 
formerly to be enjoyed by his Majeſty's Predeceſſors ; pro- 
viding that your Monarch will expreſly command, that all 


uch wholeſome Laws and Precepts (as were uſually b. 


fery'd) be ftrictiy adhered to, and kept inviolable, on Pain 
of ſevereſt Puniſhments, and his higheſt Diſpleaure, Fs 
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Ambaſſadors return to his Majeſty with this peremptory 
Anſwer, who immediately commands them to return, 
and deliver to the Grand Prior, a Copy of ſuch Statutes 
as he in Council hath approv'd of, and thought proper, 
' by ſolemn Edict, to make known and proclaim 
throughout his "pony As ſoon as the King receives 
the Prior's Approbation thereof, he orders three ſeveral 
Copies of his Royal Mandates to be affixed forthwith 
in the Calefactory, Refectory, and Dormitory ; ang 
for the due Execution of his Majeſty's Pleaſure, and 
irrevocable Commands, theſe following Officers are 
conſtituted and appointed. b 
Imprimis, One of the moſt facetious and merry 
Youths, is choſen to perform the Part of a Harlequin, 
and by Patent is ſtiled his Majeſty' y's Brother, alias the 
Fool, Eh. hath Liberty always to dine with his Majeſty, 
and is preſent on all Occaſions, and in ſome Meaſures, 
thwarts and controuls wm, purſuant to the Character 
he bears. 
I The next great Officer i is the Lord High Conſtable, 
who beareth Rule over all his Majeſty's Subjects, and 
is ſworn to maintain and defend the Peace and Order 
of his preſent Kingdom, free and exempt from all pub- 
lick Niſturbances, Feuds and Animoſities. None dare pre- 
ſume to go out into the Town, without the Leave and 
Permiſſion of this great Lord; none are to fit up paſt nine 
Oo Clock, without his Licence ; he likewiſe performs the 
Part of the former Prefect, reads Prayers, ang ſees all 
the Minor Students lodged in their reſpective Beds, puts 
out the Candle, and then retires to diyert himſelf in the 
Company of his Sovereign, and all his Nobles; he alto 
is conſtituted and appointed Lord Chief Juſtice o'er all 
his Majeſty's Dominions, and hears and decides all Suits 
nin Controverſies, that ariſe amongſt the inferior Sub- 
ects. 
i The next in Honour and Dignity is, the Lord Pali, 
dent, who preſides in the King's Honourable Privy 
Council, his Office is diligently to obſerve the Motions 
and Rehaviour of the ſeveral Officers, as well as Sub- 
| jects, and when he finds juſt Cauſe and Reaſon to ſum- 
mon thoſe of the . Council, and there lay open hig 
7 Charge 
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Charge againſt the Delinquents, who, if found Guilty, | 
are puniſh'd according to Law. This Truft he private- 


ly executes, and for that Reaſon, is commonly called, 
the Inſpector of Manners. 


The next is Lord High Chamberlain, who hath the 


Management and Care of all his Majeſty's Houſhold ; 


he giveth Direction for fixing the Royal Throne, 
and Iſſues forth his Orders, to the Inferior Officers of 
his Court to mundifye, and keep decent the ſeveral A- 
partments of the Palace Royal. 
The next are the two Ambaſſadors, who are always 
and at all Times, immediately to execute ſuch Orders 
as ſhall be to them deliver d. 

Next in Order, followeth his Majeſty's Cupbearer, 


who is always attendant, at his ordinary Hours of Re- 
paſt, and ſees that his Table be elegantly and ſumptu- 


ouſly furniſhed, agreeable to the Dignity of his ſacred 
Perſon, 
The next is his Secretary of State, who hath the 


Care of all Records and Decrees, ſends and receives all 


Letters to, and from his Majeſty, and hath the ſole 


Management of all ſuch Affairs, as fall within the Sphere 


of his great Office. 

And laſtly, are the Lords of the Bed-Chamber, who 
conſiſt of the moſt worthy of the Schollars, and are al- 
ways in waiting to attend his Majeſty's Royal Pleaſure. 
The antient Term of our King's Reign, was originally, | 
but twelve Days, but of late we have, by ſending a 
ſolemn Embaſſy, to the Priory obtain'd a Licence for 
faur Days more. Our Monarch's uſual Reſidence is in 
the Calefactory, at both Ends whereof, are conſtantly 
kept two great Fires, and in the Middle i is fixed a large 
and long Table, where forty or fifty Students may com- 
modiouſly ſeat themſelves at one Time. Our uſual 
Diverſions are Card-playing, and other innocent Amuſe- 
ments, which each Youth purſues (according to the 
French ſaying) Chacun a ſon Gout, Every Man in his 
own Taſte. Thoſe who by the Moroſeneſs, or Avarice 
of their Parents, are not ſupplied with Money ſufficient 
to defray their Charges, during the Term of this merry 


low'd 


Licence, are for their Encouragement and Support, al- 
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joy d to either boil or roaſt Apples, which they ſell for 


one Liar, or French Farthing a- piece. On Twelfth- 


ight, the King ſends his Ambaſſadors to invite the 
rior, and ſome of the Grandees of the Houſe, to an 
Elegant and coſtly Supper, to which, none except the 


great Officers of State, are admitted; all the reſt being 


then in waiting, and receive as his Majeſty's Bounty, 


what comes from his royal Table, For my Readers 


Satisfaction, I ſhall mention an odd Accident that hap- 
pened to me, whilſt I had the Honour of ferving in 


Quality of an Ambaſſador. On the Eve of the Epi- 


phany, I received an Order, to take three of the Lords 
of the Bed-chamber, and go about two Miles out of 
Town to a Public Houſe, and there to purchaſe four 
Gallons of Brandy for the above-mention'd Entertain- 
ment. As I could ſpeak the French Language, I ſoon 
executed my Commiſſion, at a far more reaſonable and 
eaſy Rate than I could poſſibly have done in the Town, 
there being a large Duty on the Import of any Spiritu- 
ous Liquors, into the Garriſon, and that farm'd by a 
Comee, or Officer, that hath his Myrmidons conſtantly 
attending at the Entrance of the Town Gate, who 
ſearch all Comers in ; but it being cuſtomary to let all 
the Students of different Colleges paſs and repaſs, with- 
out hindrance or Examination, we. thought ourſelves 
very ſecure from any Danger that might ariſe on that 
Head; fo after our Bottles were filled, we fat down in 
the Houſe, and drank a Glaſs or two to refreſh our- 
ſelves ; but as IIl- fortune would have it, a Soldier com- 
ing in to the fame Houſe, privately took notice of our 
Bottles that ſtood on the Table, and went to the Search- 
ers Office, and gave Information that four Students of 
the Benedictine-Monks, were going to convey Brandy 
into; the Garriſon. We were entirely ignorant of the 
private Information that he had given, and therefore in 


8 merry Mood, paid the Reckoning, and return'd home- 


ward with the Liquor under our Caſſocks, when to 
our great Surprize, as we were going, in at the Gate, we 


Were ſtopp'd, the Brandy found upon us, and we ſecur'd 


14 the adjoining Office, till they had called a File of 
uſqueteers to conduct us to the head Comec's Houſe 
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for further Examination 1 had then a Piſtole in my 
Pocket, and knowing the mighty Force of Gold, or- 
fered it to the Searchers for our Enlargement; but they 


were inflexible, and therefore any one may judge, hat 


Horror and Confuſion we were in, at the approaching 
Danger. In ſhort, as we marchedalong with the Guard 


of Soldiers, the Inhabitants wondred what Crime ſuck 


Youths could be guilty off, that had thus expoſed them 
to public Scandal and Shame. Some pitied our Misfor- 
tune, and others condemn'd our Folly: ; but by a lucky 


Accident, we met with two {1b Franciſcan Fryers, 
who enquiring of the Serjeant the Cauſe of this unuſual 


Treatment, reprimanded him ſeverely for his Folly, in 


carrying us to the Officer of the Cuſtoms, and at the 


fame Time advis'd him to conduct us to our on 
College, and inform the Prior of what had happened, 
it being properly his Buſineſs to account and anſwer far 
the Miſdemeanors and Treſpaſſes of all Students under 


his immediate Care and Direction. This fage Advice 


of the Fathers, prevail'd on the rigid Officer, who con- 


veyed us ſafe to our Convent, and afterwards made his 


Report to the abovemention d Officer, who next Morn- 


ing ſent to demand four hundred Florins of the Prior, x 


the uſual F orfeiture, or Fine impoſed for the Infringe- 
ment of his Dues and Privileges. Our Prior was ftartle# 
at his exorbitant Demand, and abſolutely refuſed to give 
him any Satisfaction, which fo exaſperated the Come, 
that he reſolved to proſecute us with the utmoſt Rigour, 
Hereupon the Prior conſulting the Sages of the Law, was 


by them advis'd to quiet the impending Storm, and bring 


this unlucky Accident to an amicable Compoſition, 
which was accordingly effected on the Payment of one 
hundred Florins, and a further Promiſe, that none of his 
Pupils ſhould ever be guilty of the like Offence. The 
March following, another Misfortune happen'd to me 
that had likely to have prov'd fatal, and of far greater 
Conſequence than the former. Jobn Huſſey, William 
Etherington, George Pigot, Fohn Racket, Milliam Brown,, 


(alias the Bull) and I, form'd a Conſpiracy againſt the 


Peace of the Common-wealth, and by a mutual and 
ſolemn Engagement, were fully determin d to make 
ad an 
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11/8 an Irruption, into the Kitchen, and there plunder and 


1 carry away all that we could meet with. The Night 
1 before the Execution of our horrid Plot, we by the help 
13% of Gimletts, had ſecretly bore two Holes in the Kitchen- 
4} Door, that leads into the Refectory, and fixed two Pieces 
1 4 of Packthread, black d on purpoſe to prevent their being 
13% obſery'd, to the Bolts that faſten'd the Door on the In- 
11 fide ; this Scheme, though artfully managed, was per- 
1 ceived by one of the Scullions, who immediately gave 
1 Notice thereof, to the reft of the Servants, who judg- 


ing our Intent, arm'd themſelves with Clubs, and re- 
ſolv'd to diſpute the Entrance into their Sooty Kingdom 
againſt all Invaders. They likewiſe furniſh'd themſelves 
with a dark Lanthorn, either to deſcry the Number. of 
the Enemy, or if they ſhould be worſted in Battle, 
perſonably to know the Aſſailants, and loudly complain 
againſt ſuch public Acts of Rapine and Hoſtility. Nor 
leſs diligent were we, to execute our full Purport and 
Intent, and having provided ourſelves with luſty Battoons, 
or Cudgels, and a Chiſſel to open the Refectory 
Door, between the Hours of Twelve and One, we be- 
gan to attack the Garriſon; firſt we with little or no 
Noiſe, forc'd open the Refectory-Door, and gain'd an 
eaſy Entrance into the Kitchen Paſſage by the help of 
$3 thoſe Cords we had faſten'd to the Bolts of the ſaid Door 
1 that guarded the Entrance. We now thought ourſelves 
| Tecure, and found in the faid Inlett into our intended. 
Port, two large Barrels of Raiſons, with the Heads of 
them open; this unexpected Prize overjoy'd us, and we 
immediately fell to Plunder, and fill'd a large Sack that 
we had brought with us, to carry away our Booty; 
but to our great Surprize, we were ſuddenly ſaluted 
with repeated Blows on our Heads, Backs, and Shoulders, 
from different Quarters laid heavily on us, by the nu- 
merous Company of Servants, that were fully bent to 
} retrieve their loſt Reputation, and make us Priſoners of 
14 War. We ſtraitways now quitted our Prize, and fell 
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Bravery, and return'd their Blows ſo briſkly, that they 
began to give Ground, which ſo redoubled our Ardour, 
chat we drove them out of their Fortifications, into the 

̃ ö Fe open 


; Pellmell on the Enemy, with true Engliſb Courage and 
N 


_, >= k ddd... A 
«=» 


«7909-3 Ty WC 4. WW +4 


 Ga3J 


open Garden, belonging to the Religious; where find- 


ing themſelves unable to withſtand our Fury, they im- 


mediately ſet up a great cry, calling out, Laroon, Laroon, 
which is in Engliſh, Thieves, Thieves, and the See- 
maker, who was one of the Gang, ſtretching forth his 
dark Lanthorn, look'd ſtedfaſtly on us; whereupon 
Huſſey knock'd it out of his Hand, though too late, for 
he already knew us, and their out-cry by this Time ha- 
ving alarm'd the Houſe, we were oblig'd to make a pre- 
Cipitate Retreat, and endeavour to regain our Quarters, 


before the Prefect's Arrival, which was happily effected, 


and we all in our reſpective Beds, pretending to be faſt 
alleep ; but this Artifice would not paſs on him, for we 
not having Time to Undreſs, our Caſſocks were not as 
uſual ſpread o'er our Bed-cloaths, and he thereby eaſily 
diſcovered us. 


The next Morning we were ſummon'd before the 


Grand Prior, where the poor batter'd and bruis'd Ser- 
vants made a moſt pitious Complaint of their barbarous 
Treatment, vowing that they would all leave the Houle, 


except they had ample Satisfaction for the Injury done 


them. The Prior taking this Affair into his Conſider- 
ation, rightly judged that if he countenanc'd ſuch open 
Acts of Theft and Hoſtility, that none would ever ſerve 
in the Convent, and that it yaſtly derogated from his 
Character, whoſe Office was to maintain Tranquility 
throughout his Juriſdiction, and thereſore he pronounc'd 
this harſh, though juſt Sentence, that we ſhould for this 
horrid and unparalled Crime, be expell'd the College, 


as an Example to deter others from the like enormous 


Offence. We were now like Criminals under Sentence 


of Death, none caring to converſe with us, leaſt they 
ſhould be ſuſpected to be ling'd, or infected with our 


wicked and perverſe Diſpoſitions. However, as Mercy 


is ſometimes extended to the moſt abandon'd Wretches, 


we all (except the Bull) by great Intereſt, and the 
Characters our Maſters gave of our being Youths of a 
promiſing Genius, were repriev'd, and once more on 
promiſe of our furure good Behaviour, admitted into 


Favour, Notwithſtanding this unexpected Clemency, 


we could not ſuppreſs our Reſentment, at the Expulſion 


of 
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644) | 
of our old Confederate” Brown, but vowed to revenge 
the Injury and Injuſtice that we thought was done to 
ou former Companion, in the moſt ſecret Manner that 


podſſibly we could; and therefore we had! frequent De- 
bates and Conſultations' how to bring about our intended 


Project. At laſt, the following Method was unanimbuſ- 
Ip reſolved on. In our Area ſtands the Wood-houſe, to 


Wich the Scullion (the Informer of our firſt Attack) 


uſually came every Day, with a Wheelbarrow to fetch 
Wood, between the Hours of four and five in the After- 
neon, for the Uſe of the Kitchen. We therefore provid- 


ed ourſelves with a Cloak belonging to one of the minor 
Students, to prevent Suſpiion, ready againſt his Entrance, 


t6 furptize him in the following Manner. Now there 
being (by good Fortune) a Ladder ſtanding in the Yard, 
we, by the help thereof, privately got in at the Win- 
dow,” and hid ourſelves behind the Faggots, and there 
With Impatience waited his coming, Having in the mean 
Time provided ourſelves with ſmart Switches, to laſh 
the bare Bum of our Inveterate Enemy. No ſooner had 
he, (the Frenchman) operrd the Door, and began to load 
His Barrow, but the Cloak was thrown over his Head, 
anck faſten d with a Cord round his neck, ſo that being 
blinded, he was uncapable to diſcover who was the Foe, 
or make any Defence to prevent his intended Puniſh- 


ment. In ſhort, we firſt ſhut to the Door, to prevent 
his Cries being heard, tlien knock'd him down, let down 


his Bree ches, and paid his bare Buttocks in turns, till 
wWe were all weary: Nor were his hideous Cries, or 


loud Invocations of his tutelar Saints, able to abate 


our Rage, or defend him from the ſevere Puniſhment 
that we thought that we were in Honour bound to in- 
flit on this Delinquent, as a Retaliation, and Satisfaction 
for the Diſgrace of our former Companion. No ſoon- 
er was this bloody Flagellation, or Scourging ended, but 
the Bell rang to Study, and we left the poor unhappy 
Wietch alone to bemoan his dire Misfortune, and vainly 
Conjecture, who were the Perſons who had thus irre- 
Iefoufty' and irreverentiy prophan'd the honour* of his 
ſtufhy Bum, and in a decent Manner retired to the Mu- 


cum; or Study- place, where we took our reſpective 


Seats 
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Seats, as innocently in Appearance, as if nothing had 


happened, though well pleas'd in our Conceits at the 


good Succeſs, and Execution of what we had ſo long 
and ſo earneſtly wiſh'd for. The Scullion had no ſoon- 
er freed himſelf from his Hood-wink, and recovered his 
loſt Sight, but he ran crying out, le Diable, le Diable, 
with the utmoſt Speed into the Kitchen, and there after 
having recovered his Breath, recounted the diſmal Story 


to his Fellow-Servants, who were all amaz'd, and fore 


affrighted left the ſame Devils ſhould unexpectedly ſur- 
prize and puniſh them for the ſaid Offence. However, 
when the pannick Fear and Terrour they were in, was 


ſomething abated, they in a whole Poſſe, with the in- 


jur'd Party at their Head, went to the Prior, and loudl7 
exclaim'd againſt the Inſult and barbarous Treatment 
of their Countryman, | by thoſe Bougre de Chiens, or 


Engliſh Dogs, as they were pleaſed to call us, his Stu- 


dents. The Prior calmly heard their juſt Accuſation. 
and faithfully promis'd them, in Verbo Sacerdotis, to re- 
dreſs their Grievances, and inflictcondign and exemplary. 
Puniſhment, on thoſe who ſhould be found guilty f 


this villainous and unpardonable act of Barbarity. Ac- 
cordingly he came into the Muſeum, and caft a pier- 


cing and obſervant Look o'er all the Scholars, hoping 
thereby to diſcern by their Countenances, who were the 
guilty Perſons; but as the moſt ſagacious and cunning,” 
are ſometimes deceiv'd, ſo was he. All his Artifices 
'prov'd ineffectual, and therefore, he with Reaſon good, 
as We were formerly prov'd guilty of a Miſdemean- 
our, poſitively charged us with the Fact, and calF'd us 
one by one, into a private Room, for further Exami- 


nation; but we, who were always true to each other, 
abſolutely denied that we either directly or indirectly, 


were privy to, or knew any Thing of what we were 


thus charged with : And I, for my Part, to clear my=* 
{elf and Co-partners in the Crime, ſwore by the Holy 


Croſs of Chriſt, that then ſtood on a Table in the Room, 
that we were no wiſe acceflary, or concern'd in the 


Commiſſion of this horrid Villany, and in Confirmati- 


on thereof on bended Knees, kiſs'd and embrac'd the 


fame, This ſolemn Proteſtation had its intended _ : 
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Tavern ; RIF.) we gave a looſe to Fleaſure, and revelled 
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a the- Prior. being 8 atisfied wich this. Anas 
and unprecedented Manner of acquitting ourſelves, after- 


wards: treated us with more than uſual Marks of his Ci- 
vility and Efteem. Nor was it ever known, during my 


Stay in the College, who were the Authors of the 
| abovemention d Riot. 


Affairs being- thus happily accommodated, all Things 


ſeem'd to bear the chearful Air of Joy, Peace and 


Tranquility, and I plyed my Studies ſo diligently, that 
for the two! following Vears, I had the Honour to re- 
ceive the. annual Præmiums, given for the Encourage- 
ment of the emulous and induſtrious Student, NowW] 
the Eyes of the whole Synod was fix d on me, of whom 


they had promiſed themſelves great Hopes, if they could 
by any Means or Arguments induce me, to relinquiſh 


all Thoughts of a gay and ſeculiar Life, and embrace 
a religious Monaſtical State. And io accompliſh this 
their Deſign, they treated me in a Manner different from 
that uſed towards the reſt of my Cotemporaries, and 
by their artful and engaging Behaviour, eaſily perſuad- 


ed me to promiſe that, with my Father's Conſent and 


Approbation I would accept of the Habit, and add one 
more to the Number of the Faithful. But mark ho- 
Providence, by an unexpected and unforeſeen Accident, 
ſubverted * fruſtrated what they with ſo much Art 


bad endeavour' d to obtain. As by the Benevolence, 


and kind Indulgence of my Father, I was conſtantly 


ſupplied with Money, I frequently went into the Town, 


partly for my Recreation, and partly to improve my 


ſelf in the French Language, which I was very deſirous 


to become Maſter off, and therefore one Thurſday in 
the Afternoon, which is always a Holyday with us, 

aſked Leave of the Perfect for me and my Companinte”- 
Roger Meynel, to go out and walk on the Ramparts. ; 
The Perfect being vexed at ſome Diſappointment or | 
other, was in a ſullen, moroſe Humour, and therefore 
denied our Requeſt, Exaſperated at this unexpected 


Denial, we determin'd Nolens Volens to accompliſn our 


Intent, and thus reſolv'd, we boldly went out at the 
Convent-Gate, into the Town, and from thence to a 
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at large, till we were weary and intoxicated with Li- 


quor, and then to ſober ourſelves, we ſtagger d for a- 
bout an Hour on the Ramparts, not unobſerved by many, 
and from-thence we reel'd Home, but had the Wit to 
ſteal privately to Bed: Now when the Bell rang to Sup- 
per, we being miſſing, were enquired for; however, 
Anſwer: was made by ſome of our F riends; that we 
were taken ill and gone to Bed. This artful Excuſe 
paſs d for to or three Days, till a Gentleman WhO 
perſonally knew us, came to viſit the Prior, and inform 
cd him in what a- ſcandalous; fooliſn Condition We 
had been obſerved to appear in on the publick Ramparts," 
which ſo highly incens'd our Governour, that after ſe- 
veral Reprimands, he ordered us both to be ſmartly flogg d. 


E was then in Poetry, and therefore was ſo highly ex- 


aſperated at this Inſult, and heinous Offence offered to 
the Muſes, that I reſolved to lay aſide all Thoughts of 
any further Progreſs in my Learning, and therefore be= 
took my ſelf to a ſullen and continued Silence, which” 
I ſtrictly obſerved for near a Month, and no Perſuaſion. 
were able to alter my perverſe Diſpoſition, till Father: 
Howard (a Gentleman of candid and engaging Beha- 
viour) took me to taſk, and by his winning Affability, 
and courteous Complaiſance, prevail'd on my rigid and 
ſullen Temper. This Gentleman indulged me with the 
free Uſe of his Chamber, where I ſpent my leiſure 
Hours with the utmoſt Pleaſure in the Peruſal of his 
Books, and was highly delighted with his ingenious Re- 
marks and Obſervations, on ſuch Authors as beſt ſuited 


my Genius, and heightened the natural Conceptions of 


my growing Capacity. Thus having relinquiſhed all 
Deſires of coming to England, I cloſely followed my 
Studies, and having ran through all the Claſſicks, I pro- 
ceeded to Philoſophy, paſs d through my Dialect or 


Logick, and was juſt entring upon a Courſe of Meta- 


phyſicks, when an Order came for N immediate oe 
turn Home. 

This * News greatly ſurprized the whole 
Houſe, and the Prior with my Conſent, wrote to my 
Father, ard in moſt moving Terms, urg d the future 


Advantage I ſhould reap by 8 full Concluſion of m"_ | 
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I met with ſeveral Engliſh 


S 
I had ſo happily began; but all his Endeavours wete in 
vain, for the old Gentleman remain'd inflexible, and 


once more ſent a poſitive Order for my Removal, 
and alſo for five Guineas for my Return Home. Thus 


having bid adieu, and taken my laſt Farewell of the Religi- 
ous, and all my Fellow-Students, with Tears in my Eyes, 
I:'took Coach te St. Omers, We had not drove above a 
Mile or two out of Town, but my gloomy Melan- 
choly was diſpers d and diſſipated, by the Sprightlineſs 
and Alacrity of my facetious Fellow - Travellers, conſiſt- 
ing of two French Officers and three Ladies. The ſtu- 


_.dious Thoughts of a College Life, were now turned 


into Gaiety and Pleaſure, emulous to out-ſhine the Offi- 
cers in Point of Complaiſance and Politeneſs of Beha- 
viour to my fair female Companions, At Night we ar- 
rived ar St. Omers, where we had an elegant Supper, 


and ſpent the Evening, with the utmoſt Mirth and 


Delight. The Ladies being excuſed from any Part in 
the Reckoning, according to the Cuſtom of France. 
From thence I took Poſt to Calais, and lodged at the 
Sign of the Ville des Londres bt City of London) where 

Jentlemen and Ladies that 
were waiting a Paſſage to England. Next Day, ha- 


ving a Letter of Recommendation to my old Friend Mr. 


Francia, I went and'din'd with him, who generouſly 
offered me the free Uſe of his Houſe during my ſtay at 


Calais; but pleaſed with the Variety of diverting Com- 


pany at my Inn, I modeſtly declined his courteous Of- 
fer, whereby J had a greater freedom of indulging my 
juvenile Follies and Extravagancies. The Wind con- 


tinuing N. V. for near three Weeks, no Veſſel could 


ſtir out of the Harbour, wherefore my Money being al- 
moſt exhauſted by this unexpected Delay, I was obliged 
to make Proof of Mr. Francia's Friendſhip, who pro- 
cured me a Paſſage on Board the Mary Sloop, Capt. 
Hawkins, who quartered at the fame Inn with me and 
the reſt of the Company, who were all his Paſſengers. 
At laſt the Wind chopping about to the Southward, we 


all-embarqu'd, caſt of from the Key, and had a pleaſant 
Paſſage to Grave/end, where we went aſhore, and Supp'd 
at me Faulcon- Tavern and drank plentifully ; but here 1 
1 0 


confels.I ſat on Thorns, for having expended all my 
Caſh, L was at a great Loſs how to. diſcharge my Share 
of the Reckoning. At laſt (true /ri/hmen, like) I aſſum- 
ed an Air of Boldneſs, and putting my Hand into; my 
Pocket, aſked the Gentleman that fate: next me, if he 
could favour me with Change of a Piſtole, telling him 
that I had no Engliſh Coin; the Gentleman replied, 
Sir, 2 Crown is at your Service. Ihumbly thank d him 
and readily accepted the pleaſing Proffer,. which was 


ſufficient to diſcharge my Dividend of the Reckoning: 


highly delighted at my good Fortune, and the generous 


Treatment of à Stranger. At laſt we arrived at 


Tawer-Stairs, and having returned many Thanks to the 
abovemention'd Gentleman, and gave him Directions 
where my Father liv'd, I took my Leave of the reſt of 
the Company, went aſhore, and call d a Coach, and 
ordered him to drive to Lincoln's-Inn- Fields. My Fe+ 
ther was. ſtanding at his Door, but | ſcarcely: knew me. 
habited like a Frenchman, and dreſſed Alamede de Paris, 
till at laſt recovering himſelf from bis Surprize, he took 
me into the Parlour and there tenderly embraced me; 
Numbers of the Neighbours came to compliment me 
on my ſafe return Home. Sometime after I had refreſh» 


ed myſelf from the Fatigue of my Voyage, the good 


old Gentleman aſked me, what -Courle of Life I was 


willing to embrace, for my future Support and Main» 


tenance. I propoſed the Study of the Law, or Phyſic, 
both which he rejected, and I at laſt by his earneſt Sollici- 
tations, was bound Apprentice to him. 


Nr. Thomas Gilpin, (my Fellow-Apprentice) having 


then about one Vear and a half to Serve, my Father 


made uſe of this Opportunity, of giving me a further 


Education, and more ſuitable for the Tranſaction of 
Publick Buſineſs than the former, and therefore he ſent 
me to Mr. Hates Academy, in Chuncery-Lanue, there 


| to be perfected in Arithmetick. He [likewiſe provided 


me a French, Maſter, ' who daily came to inſtruct me ix 
the Theory of that Univerſal and uſeful Language, E: 


which, before I had nothing but the practick Part. 
the Evenings I went; to. a German Limner, in Crauen- 


Buildings, there. to learn * noble and ingenious * 
V4 18D 2 „ c 
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of Drawing, 1o vaſtly beneficial in all the Stages of 
human Life. Thus for a confiderable: Time, .'my 


Thoughts were wholly intent on the Purſuit of the 


Aboyemention d Accompliſhments; till by Degrees fall- 


ing into Company with ſome other gay Sparks, I grew. 
weary of my habitual Exerciſes, and ſoon found i that 


my weekly Allowance was not ſufficient' to furniſh out 
and ſupport theſe frequent Excurſtons, and Irregularities, 
that my unlimitted Defires-urged on, and excited by 


lewd Company, often ſubjected me to, and therefore I 
privately began to pilfer, (though at firſt with an Intent 
to repay) from the ſeveral Quantities of old Silver, that 
were brought in the Shop, and was grown ſo expert 
and cunning in this my villainous Practice, that neither 
my Father, nor Mr. Gilpin, ever dreamt or ſuſpected 
me to be any Ways concerned in ſuch baſe: wicked 
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Practices. Py 


One Summer's Evening being ſent with a Bag of 


Plate to a Gentleman's Houſe in Groſvenor-Square;;. as 
I eroſs d Coen. Garden, I chanc'd to meet with a beau- 
tiful Lady, well dreſb d and gay, who by her airy Ap- 


pearance, ſeem'd to be a Woman of the Town; this 


Nymph, or Goddeſs, ſo ſtruck me at the firſt Sight that 


I 'reſolv'd at all Events, to follow ber Home, which 


as it happen'd was not far off that Part of the Town, 
being the uſual Reſidence for thoſe of her Stamp. In 
ſhort, ſeeing her go into a Houſe; I thought myſelf ſe- 
cure, and went to a neighbouring Publicans, where call - 
ing for a Quartern of Brandy, by the Deſcription of 
my fair Charmer, F ſoon found that that was the uſual 
Place of her Reſidence and Abode. However, having 


then a Charge of Plate, and being in a Diſhabile, 1 


durſt not preſume to gratifie my ardent Deſires with 
my ſair Phillis for the preſent, but reſolved at all Events 


to viſit her, the Sunday following, and therefore I diſ- 


charged my Truſt and went Home. Her lovely Form, 


led my Soul with extacies of future Joy, and ſweet 


Delight, that 1 promiſed myſelf in the Enjoyment of 


my adorable Miſtreſs, and therefore all my earneſt Care 


and Study was, how to raiſe Money ſufficient to indulge 


and gratifie my eager Wiſhes in the Poſſeſſion. of thoſe 


4 


CF: 
Charms, with which I was fo paſſionately enamour'd. 
Now Fortune, by the following unexpected Accident, 


* 


— 


gave me an Opportunity to furniſh” myſelf with a ſuffi- 


ciency to execute my amorous Exploit. My Father 
according to Cuſtom, being gone to ſmoak his Pipe after 
Dinner, I was left alone in the Shop, and knowing that 
he would not return in leſs than an Hour, I thought 
this a proper Time to execute my intended Profect ; 
then going to his Deſk, to my great Joy and Surprize 
I found the Key in it, and willingly embracing this fa- 
vourable Opportunity, open'd the Deſt, and took ſeven 


Guineas out, of three ſeveral Baggs, leaſt that Sum, if 


taken all out of one, ſhould be miſs d, and I ſuſpected 


of the Fraud. No ſooner had I put'the Money in my 


Pocket, but I called up the Maid to look after the Shop, 
whilſt T went backwards and hid the Money, leaſt per- 


chance I ſhould be diſcovered, and the Caſh found upon 


me. But the old Gentleman, who fever kept any 


regular Account thereof, never müiſſed it, and I the 


Sunday following, having dreſsd myſelf to the beſt 


Advantage, put three Guineas of my ſtolen Treaſure 


into my Pocket, and about Three in the Afternoon 


up one Pair of Stairs, well furniſned, 


Attendant an 


went to viſit my lovely Goddeſs: Her / Apartment was 
— 


old ſuperannuated Curtezan, worn ou 


the Wars of 


Venus, who in a ſnuffling Tone, asked me what I would 


pleaſe to have? I briſkly replied, Your Lady. Sir, ſays 
ſhe, pleaſe to walk in, and ſhe will be here immediate- 


ly. T obeyed the old Hag's Command, and ſeated my- 


ſelf in the Dining-room, © where” the old Baud fatigued 


me with fulſome and impertinent Diſcourſe, concerti> 


ing her former antiquated Amours, and deſired me to 


treat her with a Glaſs'of Wine; I readily conſented, 
and flang down two | Shillings for a Bottſe; preſently 


after, in came my Phillis; I aroſe, and paying my Re- 
ſpects, civilly faluted her. She returned the Compliment, 
and ſeating herſelf by me, with a pleaſing Air of Gaiety; 


and careleſs negligence, orders her Servant to put on the 


Tea-kettle. Her Diſcourſe was melting and amorous, 
which ſo rais d my youthful Vigour; that unable any 


longer to oppoſe the mighty force of Love, i 


aſte 
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haſte, I ond! her to the Bed- chamber, where 
plung'd in an Ocean of Bliſs, and raviſh'd with tranſ- 
porting Delight, I revelled in the repeated embraces of 
my beauteous Charmer, till wearied and fatigued. with 
amorous Toys, we both returned into the Dining-room, 
25 there drank Tea; but not willing ſo ſoon to quit the 

8 © of my darling She, I propoſed a Supper at 
the ountain-Tavern, in Katherine-Street( and ſhe rea- 
dily yielded to my Requeſt. But it being Summer-time, 
and a fine Day, I handed her to the above-mentioned 
Place of Rendezvous, but was. (to my Sorrow after- 
ward) obſerved, and taken Notice of by my Father, 
who watched my Motions, and ſaw me go into the 
faid Tavern. Nevertheleſs, for ſome ſecret Cauſe un- 
known to me, he avoided my Sight ; and I wholly in- 
tent on my amorous Dalliances of Love, never ſo 
much as ſaw him, nor had the leaſt Suſpicion of his 
| being privy to my ſecret Amour. In ſhort, we had an 
elegant Supper, Arrack Punch, Gellies, and other Pro- 


vocations to Luſt, and about Three in the Morning I 


diſcharged the Reckoning, ſatisfied my mercenary Nymph 
for her Attendance, and well pleaſed with this my firſt 
entrance into this new Scene of Life, went Home, little 
thinking how dearly I ſhould pay for ſo trivial and tranſi- 
Jory a'Pleafure. _ 

The next Day my Father called me to him and 
with an angry and frowning Countenance, aſked me 
where I had been Yeſterday in the Afternoon, and what 
induced me to keep ſuch unreaſonable Hours? I replied 
that I had been at Church, and afterwards in Company 
with two or three of my . Companions, Mr. Gilbert, 
fays he, I know your Tricks, and therefore think my- 
ſelf in Duty bound to cliaſtiſe, and reſtrain your lubidinous 
Exceſſes, by a timely and ſeyere Puniſhment ; ſo taking 
me don into the Cellar, he made me ſtrip, and there 
ſcourg d me very heartily with a Horſewhip, and after- 
=_ ordered that I ſhould not be admitted again to his 

able, untill by my future good Behaviour, I had amply 

ton'd for my -former paſt Offence. But this harſh 
I had no Ta 1 defired Effect; for being baniſhed 
from my Father's: Aa below with the Maid, 
and 


> | 
and having already taſted the ſweets of Love, my De- 


vhere M fires daily waxed more fierce and ardent; wherefore to 
ranſ- appeaſe the Rage and Torrent of Luſt, I made a vigo- 
es. of rous Attack on the Servant, who neither arm'd with the 
with Shield of Modeſty or Virtue, made but a faint Reſiſtance, 
dom, and ſoon render d herſelf a Victim to my fond and 
t the . eager Embraces, Nor was I wanting in Generoſity to 
er at my new Miſtreſs, for I daily preſented her with ſome 


rea- Thing new and pretty. I cannot omit to tell you, 
ime, that one Day having bought a Pair of Gold Jaced Shoes 
oned for my Chloe, (my Father being out) I call'd her up into 
fter- the Parlour, and ſhut the Shop Door. Madam, faid I 
ther, ſaluting her, pleaſe to accept of this Trifle, and with it 
the the Heart of your Admirer. is, I preſume, is a Proof 
un- of your being ſole Miſfireſs of my Eſteem and Afﬀettions, 
in- which I ſhall always maintain fixed and unalterable, 
r ſo Chloe well pleaſed with the Preſent, fondly careſſed me, 
f his which ſo fann'd the amorous Flame, that notwithſtand- 


| an ing my Father's expected immediate return, or any one's 
Pro- coming about Buſineſs, I haſten'd to enjoy the beaute- 
ng 1 ous Fair-one, But as the Devil would have it (whilſt 
nph in the height of Blis) my Father knock'd at the Door, 
firſt at which Confuſion and Shame oferfpread my Coun- 
ittle tenance. However, Cbhe had the good Fortune to get 


off unperceived by him, who ſeeing the lac d Shoes ſtand- 
ing on the Table, faid, Pray whoſe are theſe? methinks 
they are very gay. I replied, Sir, @ Lady of whom I 
tought ſome Silver Lace, defir*d ſhe might leave them here 
till her return, This Anſwer as J plainly perceived 
was not ſatisfactory to the old Gentleman, who ever 
after kept a ſtricter Eye both on my Conduct in Point 
of Honeſty, and Behaviour towards the Maid; Where. 
fore I grew more cautious and artful in tricking him of 
Caſh, and more vigilant and circumſpect in the Purſuit 
of my Amours, till having by Hypocriſy, and a well 
diſſembled good Behaviour, reinſtated my ſelf in the 
Love and Eſteem of my Father, 

I was again admitted to his Table, and all former. 
Flights of Youth buried in Oblivion, till one Sunday 
Night coming Home 3 1 9 * 2 | 

wut the Maid, I out of a Frelick, toyed with | 
wut the * C4 LIM Kitchen 
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Kitchen Floor, but by ill Fortune was again furpriz*d 
by my Father, who contrary to Cuſtom, opening the 
_ hutters of the Kitchen Window, law me ee in 
the amorous Combat. 
The Wench and J were both 8 off this uUnex- 
pected Diſcovery, and he for that Night took no No- 
tice thereof; but the next Morning he call'd/ up the 
Maid, whom he immediately diſcharged, and ſeverely 
reprimanded me, vowing by all that was good and ſa- 
cred, that if Jever was guilty of the like Impudence, 
he wou'd totally diſcard, and turn me like a Vagabond. 
out of Doors; and furthermore, to prevent ſuch diſ- 
orders in his Houſe, he hir'd a grave, ledate Matron, 
and who (as he thought) was paſt the Follies and Dal- 
Tiances of Love; but as there can be no Reaſon aſſigried 
for that bewitching Paſſion, ſo neither the wrinkl'd Fur- 
rows of her aged Face, nor the Vigilancy of my Fa- 
ther, were able to reſtrain my curious and ardent Deſires 
of enjoying that living Sepulchre ; but as Vouth and 
Age are as oppoſite as Fire and Water, ſo the cold and | 
feeble Embraces of this antiquated Dame, ſerv'd only 
to.allay and quench my luſtful Ardour, which reillu- 
min'd by the various and pleaſing Objects of the Town, 
cauſed me to nauſeate and abhor the falſe deluding 
Phantoms of Delight, that center din the ſapleſs Poſſeſ- 
ſion of ſuch a living Monument of Antiquity; and 
therefore in the Bloom of vigorous Youth, I puaſued 
tbe willing Fair ones, who tho like the Apples of Go. 
morrah, 5 appear beauteous and alluring WHRout; | 
yet are their Inſides both rotten and peſtilentia. 
1 ſoon grew tainted by their poiſonous InſeQion,: or 
| the Cure of which, I ſecretly apply'd myſelf to an able 
Surgeon, who religiouſly kept my. Secret, and faithfully 
diſcharged his Truſt with Honour and Integrity. 
One Evening being in Liquor, as I croſſed "Dow 
Lane, J was ſaluted by a Female, who, i ma, ſoft. and en- 


gaging Voice ſaid, Come my, Dear, won't you give me 


Hint of Wine, and as Bacchus is the conſtant une 
ion of Love, I replied, Ie, my Angel; ſo in I carry'd 
her. to the. Feathers, 'avern, up Stairs we went, and J 
Fall e for a Bottle of e Then as. ſoon as 7 tad 
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drank a Glaſs or two a-piece, I grew paſſionately fond 
of my new Prize, which ſhe obſerving, and ſeeing me 
diſguiſed in Liquor, reſolv'd'to make her Market, and 


therefore infiſted on Half-a-Crown before Hand; T'con- 
deſcended, and fooliſhly. gave it her, but was then no 
nearer the Point I aim'd at than before: ell, ſaid ſhe; 
Gzve me the other two. Shillings and Sir. Pence, and you 
Hall be feaſted with Deligbt, which I had no ſooner 
parted with, and was preparing for the wanton Eng Bo 


| ment, but upon 4 Stamp that ſlie gave with her 


in ruſh'd four more bold Viragoes, who ſeizing 
held my Hands, and riff d my Pockets, ſwearing I 
I offer'd to make a Noiſe, or cry out, that they would 
charge me with: a Conſtable, for attempting to abuſe 
them; At the Word Conſtable I was ſorely affrighted, 


fearing I ſhould be expoſed, and my Father become ac- 


quainted therewith; wherefore I ſeemingly. condeſcend- 
ed to what I could by no Means prevent. 
When they had robb'd me of every Thing valuable 
except my Cloaths, they ſwore they wou'd fſtripme, 
if I did not call for a Bottle of Arrack, wherefore to 
prevent this impending Ruin, that would have ptoy'd 
my total Overthaw, I readily ſubmitted to their Impo- 
ſition, and ringing the Bell, order'd the Drawer to 


bring, in my Forteit, (for that was the Term they or- 


der d me to make uſe of); no ſooner was the Bottle out, 


but the She Devils diſappeared, and left me alone to 


bemoan my unfortunate Diſappointment. 

In ſhort, I went to the Bar, and loudly e 
of the ill Treatment I had met with, but it availed no- 
thing, for the Landlady inſiſted on her Reckoning, and 
ſaid, i 1 kunw nothing of the Momen, they came in 
in with you, had you applied to me for a Lady, T ſhou'd have 
provided you. one, and been accountable for her Civility and 
good Behaviour; ut length, finding it in vain to diſpute, 


T left my Waiſteoat' to ſatisfy her Demands, and went 


Home much ober d. by the Fright and Surprize that” T 
had been in. + 

_ Sometime. after this, fanding: Alone at the Shop 
Door, an old Woman came and 
ad with a Thimble, a Mark peculiar to fallen Wo- 


men} 
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3 
men) I open'd it, and found by the Scrawl, that it 
came from the Servant whom my Father had former- 
1 on my Account; the Contents were, that 
the was big with Child, and expected in a Fortnight or 
three Weeks to be brought to Bed; and therefore if I 
was willing to skreen myſelf from publick Shame and 
Diſgrace, I muſt take Care, purſuant to the Directions 
in the Letter, either to come and ſee her, or elſe ſend 
a conſtant Supply during her Lying-in; but that if J 
fail'd to comply with this her Requeſt, that ſhe ſhou'd . 
thro' Neceſlity be forc'd to expoſe me. I was not a 
little ſtartled at this ſudden, and (as I thought) unreaſon- 

able Demand; however I gave the Bearer Half-a-Crown 
for her Uſe, and Six-pence for her own Trouble in 
bringing the unwelcome Letter, with a Promiſe ſhortly 
to viſit my. Melly, and eaſe her under her Misfortunes ; 
but as the old Saying: is, Out of Sight, out of Mind, | 
forgot my Promiſe, but ſhe ſtrictly obſerv'd hers, for 
in leſs than three Weeks ſhe ſwore the Baſtard to me, and 
J was taken into Cuſtody for the ſame, Hereupon I 
immediately wrote to my Father, who came and paſſed 
his Word to fee the Affair compounded, which he in 
three Days Time, upon the Payment of 15 J. with the 
atmoſt Secrecy effected. „ | 

This was a ſtanding Memorial of my Folly, and 
merefote to blot out the Remembrance of it, I feem'd 
vaſtly uneaſy and chagrin'd, inſomuch, that my Father 
| took great Notice thereof, and kindly ' compaſtionating, 
my anxious Troubles, and Diſquietude of Mind, gene- 
rouſly forgave the Offence, and promiſed never to re- 


* Rect, on theſe my former Flights of Youth. Having 


thus freed myſelf from this ſcandalous Reflection, I 
es my former Pleaſures, and being now in high 
Eſteem and Credit with my Father, I by artfully al- 
tering the Figures of the current Caſh Book, amaſſed 
Together a conſiderable Sum, which J hid in the Cellar, 
making Uſe thereof as my Extravagancy required. 
My reigning Favourites were Molly St. George, Phæbs 
Player, and Sally King, with whom J indulg'd myſelf 
in all lubidinous Exceſles, as often as Time or Opportu- 


_ ity wou'd permit. p 
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I had ſo wiſely began. But alaſs! what is ſo prevalent 
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Being now almoft grown to Man's Eſtate, my Fa- 
ther was taken very ill, and oblig d to keep his Bed, and 
therefore the whole Charge of the Buſineſs lay on my 
Hands, and to do myſelf Juſtice, (during the Time of 
his Sickneſs) I faithfully diſcharg'd the great Truſt: re- 
poſed in me; Honour, Gratitude, and filial Duty, gain- 
ing the Aſcendant o'er the baſe Allurements of a de- 
praved Nature. Now the good old Gentleman dying, 
left me a large Fortune, and a Shop well ſtock d with 
abundance of Plate, Jewels, and other valuable Effects, 
as alſo a Set of worthy Gentlemen for my Caſtomers, 
who (to their Honour and Credit be it ſpoken) diſ- 


charg d their Debts due to the Deceaſed, and continu d 


their Favours to me his unworthy Son. My Father 


nominated three Executors, viz. Francis Canning, Eſq; 


Mr. Richard Lacon, and Mr. Thomas Gilpin, who all 


unanimouſly agreed, that I, altho' under Age, ſhow'd 
carry on the Buſineſs, and Mr, * ag an Overſeer 


and Obſerver of my Behayiour in this new Scene of 


Life, boarded with me in the Houle. | * 


Novy the Goddeſs of Fortune ſeem'd to ſhower down 
her Favours on me, and my Trade daily encreaſing, 
I found it abſolutely. neceſſary to hire a Journeyman, 
and a Boy to run on Errands, I now totally relin- 


quiſh'd all Thoughts of Extravagancy, abhorr'd and 


deteſted my former vicious Courſe of Life, and there» 
fore for my Inſtruction and Amuſement, I furniſh'd 
myſelf with a ſele& Library of Books, and was ſo con- 
ſtant and diligent in my Buſineſs, that it was the receiv'd 
and general Opinion of the Town, that young Lang- 
ley would in a few Years gain a plentiful Eſtate ; and 


| had I. been ſo happy as to have - maintain'd the prudent ' 


and diſcreet Oeconomy that I obſery'd at my firſt laun- 
ching out into the World, I had certainly verified thoſe 
candid Conceptions that the Town in general had con- 


ceiv'd of me; for in the firſt Year that I follow'd Buſi- 
| neſs, upon the Ballance of Accounts, I found myſelf 
7001. gainer by my Trade, and that more likely to 


encreaſe than diminiſh, if I trod thoſe Paths in which 
ON 
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on Youth as bad Example, diſguiſed under the falſe 
Pretext of paternal Care, and- inviolable Friendſhip. 
Mr. , (whom I mention'd before) was the only 
acting Executor, wherefore to pleaſe him was all my 
earneſt: Care and Study; now this Gentleman having 
imprudently entruſted me with my Brother's Fortunes, 
which were a 1000 J. on the Payment of 5 J. per Cent. 
I naturally grew fond of his Company, and made him 
ai Preſent of a Gold Watch and. Chain, | thinking 'there- 
by more firmly to rivet myſelf” in his Affections, and 
wholly. engage him to my Intereſt; and by my artful 
and engaging Behaviour, I won ſo inſenſi bly upon him, 
that (laying aſide the Reſpect and Awe due to a Guar- 
dan) he not only repoſed an entire Confidence in me, 
and never- examin'd into the State of my Affairs, but 
choſe, nay, even inſiſted on my being his Companion, 
and Partner in his frequent Debauches, which by their 
continual Repetitions, ſo vitiated my former Principles, 
that the young Go/d/mith was ſoon metamorphoſed into 
the profuſe and prodigal Spendthrift. | 
Tbus having none to awe and reſtrain! my boundleſs 
and unlimited -Defires, I ſoon became a profeſt Rake 
and Whoremaſter; I cannot forget that one Night be- 
ing in Company with ****, and having drank very plen- 
tifully, I propoſed to conduct him to the Appartment of 
one of my favourite Ladies; he ſeem'd highly pleaſed 
With the Proffer, and we took Coach and drove to 
Madam's Lodgings, who being a well bred Women, 
entertained us in a courteous and obliging Manner: The 
old Gentleman was ſoon captivated with her Charms, 
and burn'd for Enjoyment, which I obſerving, call'd | 
Her aſide, and ' ſaid, Madam, the Gentleman is my Un- 
cle, and therefore 7 deſire you word oblige him and me 
40% in the Requeſt'T am now going to make you; ſhe with 
a Smile conſented, whereupon J order'd her, whilſt the 
Fumbler was in the vain Purſuit of Delight, to pick his 
Pocket of ſome Notes that T knew he had about him. 
'She faithfully: perform'd her e and eren 
5 9 them into my Hands. 
Shortly after this, ſhe. and he after lese Attenits 
710 do, what i in Reality he could not effect) return'd in- 
to 


(290 
to the Dining-Room, little thinking of the merry Trick 
that had been put upon him. To be brief, we ſtaid 
till about Three in the Morning, chen calling a Coach, 
went Home. | PI 
The next Day, Be revblleiitich himſelf where he 

had been, and miſſing his Bills, call'd for me, and ac- 
quainted me with his Loſs, and that he ſuſpected that, 
chat damn'd painted Whore had ſtolen them from him. 
I -ſeern'd to be in a Paſſion, and ſwore, that I believ'd 
ſhe wou'd ſcorn 10 baſe an Action, but that for His Sa- 
tisfaction, I would go and enquire into the Matter, and 
at the ſame Time let him know, that if ſhe had them, 
ſhe would inſiſt on a handſome Preſent on the Delivery 
of the ſame; * Damn her, ſays he, Give her two Gui- 
neas, and place them to ny Aecount. Thus the old Gen- 
tleman paid the Forfeit due 6 his Folly, and Mrs. 
Morris and I revell'd the enſuing Night at his Coſt and 
Charges. This Impöſſtion gave the old Fool ſuch” a 
Diſtaſte and Abhotrence' to the Female Proſtitutes, that 
after J had return'd him his Notes, he ſolemnly vow d 
never to converſe with any of them for the future. 

Sometime after, (as the Biter is bit at laſt) a Gentle: 
man well dreſſed ſtopt at my Door in a Coach, and 
coming into the Shop, complimented me on my Fa- 
thers Deceaſe, and expreſſed the great Value and Eſteem 
he had for him, and that upon his Account he was wil- 
ling to continue his Favours, for the Encouragement of 
me his Son. I humbly thank'd him for his Civility, 
and told him, I ſhould ſtrenuouſly endeavour to main- 
tain the good Repute, and fair Character of my de- 
ceaſed Father, by à ſtrict Adherence to his Principles 
of inviolable Honour and Integrity. He full fraught 
with Deceit, ſeem'd highly pleaſed with my Reply, and 
therefore, as a ſeeming Promiſe of his Friendſhip, be- 
ſpoke 150 J. worth of Plate, and after he ha given 
me the Impreſſion of his Coat of Arms, from a Seal 
that hung to his Gold Watch, faid, He /hould be glad to 
take a Glaſs of Wine with me. I was proud of the Ho- 
nour, and we went to a neighbouring Tavern, where 
drinking plentifully, he took the Opportunity, whilſt- I 
was elevated with Liquor, to propoſe s Lady to me in 


lage, 
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Marriage, who (altho deſorm'd) he faid, had 30 086 J. 


Fortune; and further more he added, that ſhe was un- 
der his Tuition, and Direction of his Spouſe; and that 


if 1 pleaſed to come down to his Country Seat, he 


would engage to gain her Conſent, and bring her to a 


ene, hy oh ag Lud 
This artful Bait had its deſir'd;Efs&, for I now. not 


only look d on him as a good . Cuſtomer, but as a wor- 


thy Friend, and therefore I invited him to Dinner with 


me the next Day, and he in return engaged me to ſup 


with him the next Evening, at his Lodgings in Tavi. 


ſiactftreet, where an elegant Entertainment was pro- 
vided. The Chambers were -richly furniſh'd, and il: 


luminated with Wax Candles, in Silver Candleſticks, 
and Sconces in the ſame Metal; two Footmen in Jac'd 
Liveries waited at Supper, and every Thing augmented 
the Opinion I had already received of his being a Gen- 
tleman of a large and plentiful Eſtate. About Twelve 
I took my Leave of him, and the next Day gave Orders 
for getting ready his Plate as ſoon as poſſible, which be- 
ing done, he in about a Weeks Time came to me; 1 
ſhew'd him the Plate, with which he was extreamly 


. 8 and highly commended the curious Workman: 


ip thereof, and ſaid, Sir, Come let's take a Bottle be- 


fare we part, for To-Marrow Morning I muſt go to my 
Country Seat, I with Pleaſure yielded to his Requeſt, 


and whilſt we were in the Tavern, he pull'd out his 
Pocket-Book, and gave me a Note on a Vintuer in 
Bart holomeꝛu-Cloſe, for 150 J. payable in three Weeks, 
ſaying, Sir, This ] preſume is the ſame to you as ready 
Caſb; but pleaſe for your own Satisfaction, to ſend imme- 
atately-and enquire into the Character of the Man. I 
readily;obey'd his Order, and finding by the Account 1 
receiv'd from my Servant, that the Vintner was à Per- 
ſon of a fair Character; upon his Endorſement of the 
Note I accepted it in full Payment for my Goods, and 


Tent, the Plate pack d up to the Gun- Tavern at Billing/- 


gate, purſuant to his Order; neither did I forget te 
take a Direction where he liv'd in the Country, but 


Pac as ſoon. as poſlible to viſit my intended wealthy 
vi Www Yo 
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In ſhort, we parted, and I went Home quite blown 
up with the afpiting Thoughts of raiſing my Fertue 
at once, and making a ſplendid and gay Appearance: in 
the World; but as I lay one Night in my Bed, rumi- 
nating on the imaginary Poſſeſſion of the Nymph, who 
(like the — 1 2 eee — with her 
Favours, a ſudden Thought eclipſed my Joys, perhaps 
(ſays I to myſelf). L am deceiv d, — ch Fortune 
like Fairy Land, as ſoon as ſeen may vaniſh and diſap- 
pear, wherefore I  reſoly'd to ſend my Neighbour 
& (2 cunning and artful Man, whoſe Veraeity and 
Integrity I had often experienced) the next Day down 
to the Gentleman's Seat, with Orders to make a private 
Enquiry in the Neighbourhood, of the Truth and Rea- 
lity of what my ſeeming Friend had given me ſo fair 
an Expectance of. Accordingly I gave him two Gui- 
neas, and loaded with Inſtructions he departee. 
I was now rack*d with alternate Hope and Fear till 
his Return, which was in three Days Time, when he 
ingeniouſly told me, that after the utmoſt Search, and 
ſtricteſt Scrutiny it was poſſible for Man to make, he 
could not find out, or even hear of any ſuch Gentle 
man or Lady that ever lived or reſided in that Country. 
This was ſhocking News to me, and I reaſonably con- 
jectured, that ſince I was deceiv'd in my Miſtreſs, there 
was alſo ſome Fallacy in the Note he had given me in 
Payment for my Goods; but ſince I had accepted the 
fame, I knew no other Remedy but to wait with Pa- 
tience, till Time ſhould bring to Light the Fraud, and 
diſcover the whole Villainy. As I judg d, ſo it hap- 
pened, for on ſending my Servant with the Note, after 
three Days Grace, to demand the Money, the Yintner 
was gone, and his Houſe ſhut up. Highly incens d at 
this baſe and ſcandalous Trick. I vow'd Revenge on the 
pretended Gentleman, and reſolved if poſſible, at all 
Events, to lay him by the Heels, and make an Exam- 
ple of him, to deter others from the like Falſehood and 
About a Fortnight afterwards a Gentlewoman came 
to my Shop, and deſited to ſpeak with me in private; 
I led her into the Parlour, where ſhe immediately burſt 
25 I | out 
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dut into Tears, and for ſome Time could note utter 4 


Word, till being recover d from her Diſorder, ſhe faid; : 


Sir, I am ruimd and undone. far euer, that Hillain E 
Bas impoſed on my Hushand's Credulily, and under 2 Pre- 
teuce MF raiſing him 450 l. by ibe Diſcount of bis Notes, 

s heeb his Payments g- with; bh Mine. Neri hant; has 

abtain'd three, Notes fi Hand V Ain for 150 l. curb, 

ne he b paid Aha, aud applied thei A 70 his own 

13 A Nam not 27 n Gt 28D: 

Fh (I confels) at: firſt. ftattlocb me, dut upon 4 fürrher 
enquiry, I found that her Husband was the ſame Peffon 
on whom I had the above- mention d: Note, endors d to 
me hy the ſaid Anthony G***F, the ſham Genileman, 
and my. pretended; Friend; fo: commiſerating her deplo⸗ 
rable Eircumſtances, I not only promis'd not to trouble 
her Husband, but alſo to uſe my Intereſt and Endeavour 
with the other Gentlemen (my Fellow: ſufferers in, the 
Fraud) to engage them to a Complyance, in granting 


Mr. J4***F, her Husband, a Letter of Licence for 


three Vears. Highl y ſatisfied with this generous Proffer, 


and a farther Aſſurance of my reſenting the Injury an and 
' Injuſtice done both to myſelf and ber by Mr. G****, 


ſhe humbly thank'd me and departed, leaving Directions | 


with me where to ſind her Husband 1 144 1 
Next Day according to my Promiſe, I went taube 
Gentlemen, who being of tender and human Diſpoſi- 


tions, were caſily brought to an Accommodation, where 


fore ſending for J{*##*, and an Attorney, we agreed 
on Terms to the Satisfaction of all Parties. But one 


Day walking along Fleet- Street, as ] paſs d St. Dunſtan 8 
to me, and ask'd me, 


a ſtrange Gentleman came 
whither my Name was not Langley? I replied, Ves. 
Sir, ſays he, have you not a Demand on one Antluny 


ee? Les, Sir, quoth I, well, then, ſaid he, well 
| ſtep into the Bull. Head, and there Ill inform you. fur- 
ther of the Matter. So in we went, where he told 

me, that he had G**** Dead-ſet, and that if I would 

give him one Guinea, he would engage to. have him 


in cloſe Quarters in leſs than an Hour. Overjoyed' at 
_ this News, I freely. granted his Demand, and told him 


that J would wait there till his return; but had I been 


a9 
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as good as my Word, I ſhould have ſtayed TOR. 


_ (28) 
till 


4 
— 


now, for I never after ſet Eyes on him. This ſecond. 


Bite exaſperated me more than the former, and I refoly= 


ed if ever I caught G**#®, to make him pay for alk. 
Wherefore I employed a briſk and expert Attorney to 

hunt him out, and promiſed to be accountable for all _ 
Charges in the Execution thereof. At laſt J took the 


Villain, and clapt him into the Marſbalſea-Priſin, where 


he obliged me to Sue bim to an Execution, and there 
he remain'd during the whole Time that I continu'd in 


Trade. HE OS | 5 
Sometime after this, I became acquainted with a no- 


ted Vintner, near Gray s-Inn-Gate, in Holborn, with 


whom I contracted ſuch an Intimacy and Friendſhip, 
that every Evening I paid him a Viſit, and he (althe 
in the decline of Life) was fooliſhly fond of Horſes 


Racing, Cock-Fighting, Hunting, and the like expen- 


five and coſtly Paſtimes, and Diverſions, and being 2 
conſtant Attendant at Newmarket Seaſons, kept a good 
Gelding for that Purpoſe. Being (as I have faid before) 
daily. at his Houſe, he often ſollicited me to accoms 
pany him thither, and greatly enlarg'd on the Grandeur 
of the Aſſembly, and the variety of Recteations and 


Amuſements that prefented themſelves, for the Enter» 
tainment and Delight of the curious Spectators-. At 


laſt I yielded to his Requeſt, and furniſh'd myſelf with 
a good Saddle-Horſe, and other Jockey-ltke Accoutre- 
ments, ſuitable to the Humour and Tafte of ſuch yain 


and giddy Fools, who neglecting their proper Employ- 


ments, endeavour to ſhine in a Sphere of Life, that jufts 
ly renders them the Scorn and Contempt of Men of 

Ortung. | | 

| Newmarket is ſeated in a Bottom, and hath nothing 
to recommend it, but the extravagant Impoſition of the 
Inn- keepers, occafion'd by the numerous Concourſe of 
hair brain'd Fellows, that ſwarm like Ants in a Moles 


hill, with precipitate Haſte, ftriving to ruin both them 


ſelves and their Families; whilſt the 1 
under Pretence of letting them into the Secret, pick 
their Pockets, and run away with their Money. 
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1 the high Street, or middle of the Town, is a Cof- 
. 2 common Receptacle for N*** and Sharp- 
ers, Thieves, and common Tradeſmen, who paſs the 
Evening at Hazard, where the Nobleman looſes his 
Eſtate, the Tradeſman his Caſh and Credit, whilſt the 
others laugh at their Stupidity, and enrich themſelves 
by their Downfall. Early in the Morning, the Heath 
ſwarms with Horſes and Dogs, as the Land of Egypt 

did formerly with Locuſts, where each one purſues the 
Bent of his Inclinations, generally compriſed under the 
three following Claſſes ; ſome Hunt, ſome Courſe, and 

the reſt ſtand gaping (like peeping Tom of Coventry) at 
the Race Horſes, taking their Morning Sweats, who are 
ſo ſwaddled up, that were they not a diſtinct. Part of 
the Creation, any reaſonable Man wou'd take them for 

ſo many Egyptian Mummies raiſed from the Dead, to 

ſcamper upon the grafly Su, for the Benefit of the 
Morning Air. 
As for Hunting, I am apt to believe, that it was firſt 
invented by ſome 'Popiſh Prieſt, ſince it requires ſo much 
implicit Faith, for there a Man muſt ride hard five or 
hx Hours, and venture his Neck for a Thing of which 
(if he perchance happens to ſee it in the Chace) he has 
but an imperfect Glympſe, and when gotten is not 
worth his Acceptance. About Twelve each Troop 
haſtens to its Barracks, like Oxen to. Smithfield on a 
Market Day, where the mercenary Grooms are looking 
out ſharp for new. Faces, to wheedle themſelves into a 
good Dinner, and a hearty Booze, and ſtriving to out- 
do each other in lying, pretending to give you as true 

a Genealogy of the Kace Horſes, as an Antiquarian of 
Wales, and of Owen Tudor's Family. About Three in 
the Afternoon, the Horſes are led upon the Courſe, 
where the whole Company aſſembles at the Devil's- 
Ditch, and there till Four, they are as noiſy and buſy 
as ſo many Stock- jobbers, or Fewih Brokers in Ex- 
. a little before the drawing of a State Lot- 

A little after Four, at the ſolemn Beat of Drum, 
the Horſes ſtart, and the whole Hoſt, like a Company 
ok wild Arabs,” in a confuſed and promiſcuous Rout, 


ſcoure after them, without Rhime or Reaſon, and at 
x oy - the 


+ 


as a Parcel of naked Wenches diſcover'd bathing them- 


Homage to the Victor, who is led in Triumph into 


ſecrated Water. Here it was that I firſt caught the rui- 


young Gameſter) I won upwards of 700 J. and had the 


vainly buoys up the departing Patient, before the fatal 


and Modeſty ; till one fatal Night to her, coming Home ; 
a little elate with Liquor, I call'd for a Bottle of Wine, 


. - Bluſh modeſtly excuſed herſelf, which rather heighten'd 


— 
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the Turn of the Lands, ſet up as hideous an Out- 


IH 
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1 
i 0 
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ſelves in a River; ſome damning the Riders, and others 
the Horſes for looſing the Heat, whilſt the Winners 
laugh in their Sleeves, and pay as much Reverence and 


the Town, as the Indians do at preſent to any of their 
moſt celebrated Pagods, or a zealous Roman to the con- 


nous Itch of Gaming; which was ever after ſo preva- 
lent, that I cou'd not ſee a Box and Dice, but I was 
as fond of the new Gewgaw as a Child is of a Rattle, 
and at firſt (as the old Saying is, the Devil is kind to a 


Wit and Diſcretion to carry it off; but this was but as a 
lively Similitude of the feint glimmering of Life, that 


Approach of horrid Death ; for in leſs than fix Months; 
I doubb'd the Loſs of my former Gain, and by my too 
frequent Extravagancies, now found my Circumſtances 
in a melancholy Poſture, and my Subſtance vaſtly im- 
paired; however, I play'd my Cards fo artfully; that 
none of my Creditors ever dreamt or ſuſpected me guil- 
ty of ſo much Imprudence and Folly, | 
One Day being at my Friend the Vintner's Houſe, 
he called me aſide, and defir'd the Favour of me to 
take his Niece into my Service ; I readily condeſcend- - 
ed, and giving my old Servant a Month's Warning, 
prepared for the Reception of the new one, whom, on 
her Uncle's Account, I always uſed with the utmoſt 
Civility and good Manners. In ſhort, after ſhe had 
been with me a Month, I diſcover'd ſomething ſo 7e 
ne ſcay Quoi, in her innocent and modeſt Behaviour, 
that ſo inſenſibly ſtole upon me, that in deſpight of my 
vicious and inordinate Defires, her Virtue ſo awed and . 
reſtrained my villainous Intentions, that for ſome Time 
I durſt not approach her, but with the utinoſt Reſpect 
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(36) 
than diminiſh'd my ardent Paſſion, and therefore I in- 
fiſted on her Compliance with my friendly Requeſt ; 
he conſented, IP took this favourable Opportunity 
to acquaint her with my ſincere Love and Eſteem; then 
turning the Diſcourſe to an amorous Scene of the ſweet 
Delights of Love, gaye her to underſtand, by a double 
Entendre, the meaning of my foul Intent. Whether 
her amorous Star had then the Aſcendant, or the God 
of Love preſided in the melting languiſh of her Eyes, 
1 ſoon read her approaching Deſtiny, who was then upon 
the point of being ruined by me, without any Regard to 
my former Eſteem for her, or the Friendſhip I had long 
Profeſſed to her Uncle; ſuch is the Worth of a Man 
given up to Luſt, and of ſuch Value his Friendſhip. 
My own Houſe, which before ſeem'd to me a Pri- 
ſon, was now chang'd into a perfect El/ium, and I 
Neither knew, nor wiſhed for any greater Bliſs, than 
the Pleaſure of my never to be forgotten Clarinda's in- 
eſtimable Society, and unparelled Generoſity, in exube- 
rant Love; for ſhe (diſtant as the Centre from the Pole) 
diſdain'd all mercenary Ends, and was far more deſer- 
ving of being the legal Partner of a ſacred Connubial 
Bed, than Miſtreſs of a lawleſs Love, that ſometime or 
. other wou'd inevitably prove her Ruin. 
In ſhort, had I been ſo happy and prudent, as to 
have made her my Wife, I am well aflured, that the 
Union of the facred Knot, wou'd have exempted me 
| from thoſe various and unheard of Inconveniencies, that 
1 deteſtable Poverty and horrid Want in the Sequel ex- 
| poſed me to. 3 the Heat of my Amour, I had 
ſeveral advantageous Offers of Marriage propoſed to 
Jes which I declined for the following Reaſon, vis. 
That the Parents or Friends of ſuch young Ladies that 
Were actually in a Capacity to Portion them with large 
Fortunes, inſiſted on proper Settlements for their Daugh- 
ters, and allo an exact Scrutiny into my Affairs, which 
altho” by my artful and deceitful Conduct, appear'd to 
he in a flouriſhing Condition, yet if nicely examin'd 
mto, there was, nothing to be found, but the Ruins and 
Poor Remains of a ſhatter'd Fortune; for by this Time 
I had obtain'd .2 conſiderable Credit from ſereral Mer- 
| ; Chants 


3 G | 
chants in Jewels, and by the punctual Payment of my 
Bills, my Notes paſſed as current as thoſe of the Bank, 
and. I conſequently was reputed a great and eminent 
Trader, particularly in that moſt advantageousand pro- 
fitable Part of Buſineſs ; but alas, to my Sorrow, I on- 
ly fulfilled the old Engliſb Proverb, Robbing Peter to pay 
Paul; for under the ſpecious Pretence of diſgoling of 
the  above-mention'd Goods to Perſons of ity, T 
ſecretly pawn'd them to thoſe, who out of à ſordid 
Lucre of Gain, and an avaritious Deſire of more than 
legal Intereſt, ſupply'd me with what Caſh I requir'd, 
and by their Indiſcretion and Folly, in relying on my 
Integrity, ſuffer'd themſelves to be greatly impoſed on 
by me, who frequently borrow'd larger Sums on thoſe 

oods, than what I had contracted to pay for them. 

By this Means I had always a large Quantity of 
Money at my Command, and thinking this Artiſice 
 wou'd always paſs undiſcover d, I liv'd more like an 
Heir apparent to a great Eſtate, than a wary and indu- 
ſtrious Tradeſman ; Aſſemblies, Operas, Maſquerades, 
Plays, and Country Journeys, were now my only De- 
light, and my ſole fayourite Companions, ſuch young 
Gentlemen, who were either in the full Poſſeſſion of 
large Eſtates, or in a fair Expectation of the ſame. * . 

I can't omit to inform my Readers, that two of theſe 


young Sparks and I, having made an Agreement to 


paſs a Fortnight or three Weeks at Greenwich, for the 
Benefit of the Air in the Summer Seaſon, we quarter d 
at the Greyhound. Inn there; when one Evening o'er 4 
merry Bottle, a Propoſal was made to patrole thro the 
Town in queſt of Ladies of Pleaſure, which was readily 
agreed too by all Parties; but finding none there either 
handſome enough, well rigg'd, or fitting for our Pyr- 
poſes; I immediately propoſed to return to London, and 
bring down three of the beſt of that Stamp, that 4 
cou'd find were willing to indulge themſelyes with the 
rural Diverſions of a Country Life. My Companions 
highly applauded my Deſign, and I took a pair of Qa 
who preſently wafted me to Temple-Stairs, Where as ſaon 
as I landed, 1 


went in Purſuit of my Game, and being 
well known to the Porter at big Roje in ** 


; | (389 
to him I apply'd for the Execution of my Deſign. The 
Porter went directly out, whilſt I calld for a Pint of 
Wine, to wait for his Return, who in about half an 
Hour's Time brought three wanton Laſſes well dreſſed, 
and not diſagreeable; I aroſe, and faluting them ſaid, 
- Ladies, pleaſe to ſeat yourſelves ; my Buſineſs is to acquaint 
yon, thatgoiir Company is defired for a Firtnight or three 
Weeks at Greenwich, where you may be aſſur'd to be treated 
in the moſt courteous and polite manner; for the Perſons 
that you will have to do with, are Gentlemen of Honour, 
and therefore if you approve of my Propoſal, pleaſe to pro- 
vide vourſelves with fuch Linnen and Apparel as you ſhall 
think proper for your Uſe, during our Reſidence in the 
Country, Ill remain here an Hour longer, fo Ladies, if 

ye are willing, go and prepare yourſelves for v f 
They unanimouſly conſented, and dropping a Curtſie at 
their going out of the Room, return'd with their Bag- 
gage according to the Fime appointed. I call'd a 
Coach and drove to the Temple- Stairs, where I took a 
Pair of Oars, and landed at Greenwich, but not with- 
out the repeated Inſults of opprobrious Language, com- 
monly uſed by the Vulgar on the Thames; however, 
my Female Companions verified the Latin Adage, 
Nemo me impune laceſſit, and return'd their Scurrility, 
with as ſmart and Satyrical Repartees, as if they had 
ſerv'd a ſeven Years Aprenticeſhip to any- of the moſt 
celebrated Fiſhwomen at Bilhingſgate,  _ 
I look'd upon myſelf: now as an Eaſtern Monarch, 
bearing as abſolute Sway in my floating Seraglio, as the 
Grand Seignior ever did in his ſumptuous Edifice at 
Conſtantinople. In ſhort, T conducted the Ladies to 
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choſe his favourite Thisbe. Now nothing was to be 
ſeen but a perſect Harmony, and an uninterrupted Scene 


of Joys, the Gods of Love and Wine, by alternate 
Poſſeſſion refided in our Hearts, nor were the Sylvan + 


Deities exempt from participating the mutual and tranſ- 
porting Pleaſures that we fully poſſeſſed, in the ſhady 


Retirements of the adjacent Park ; but thoſe ſoft and - 


endearing Careſſes of our amorous Goddeſſes, by "reite- 
rated Repetitions, grew dull and infipid, and we cloy'd 
and wearied with the continual Performance of daily 
Sacrifice to the Cyprian Dame, reſoly'd to put a merry 
Trick upon the Ladies, and leave them in the Lurch. 
One Day after we had din'd, we defir'd them to go 
and walk in the Park, and we wou'd follow immedis, 
ately, and order the Tea-kettle, and other Neceſlaries 


to be brought up with us thither. They ſeem'd well 


pleaſed with our Requeſt, and readily obey'd, where- 
upoh we call'd our Landlord, and paid him his Bill, 
and then crofled the Water to the {fe of Dogs, where 


we ſpent the remainder of the Day in Mirth and Jollity, 


highly diverted that we had bilk'd the Proftitutes of their- 
expected Fare. They (as I ſuppoſed) walk'd in the 
Park a long Time, and ſeeing no Appearance of us, 
or the Servant of the Houſe, return'd to the Inn, and 


on Enquiry, finding that we were gone, (as the Land- 


lord told them by our Order) to London, they quarrel- 
led with each other for their Folly, in complying with 

our Requeſt, before they had had Satisfaction for their 
Ware; but finding it in vain to trifle away their Time 
in ſcolding and railing to no Purpoſe, they hir'd a Pair 
of Oars for London, and as ill Fortune wou'd have it, 
our Boats both met over-againſt Cuckolds-Poznt ; they. 
immediately ſet up a Cry, that both alarm'd and. ſur- 
priz'd us, the female Virago's were for boarding, but 
we ſheered off as faſt as we cou'd, -and encouraging our 
Watermen to make Way, we in ſpite of our Adverſaries 
Kept about four Boats length a Head of them, but were 
forc'd to bear the Laſh of their Tongues, till we got 
within' three or four Yards of the Landing Place of the 


Temple, and then we jump'd aſhore, making the beſt 


of our Way to one of the. Gentleman's Chambers, to 


D 4 prevent. 
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| (49) LY 
prevent the Scandal and Diſturbance that wou'd have 

_ _ Enſued, had they come up with us. | . 
Sometime * this, a married Gentleman of my 
Acquaintance, deſir d me to accompany bim and his 
Spouſe to Greenwich, to which I readily aſſented, being 
glad of this favourable Opportunity to make known my 
Affections to Miſs Jenny, their Chamber-maid; we 
ſtopt at the Gun-Tavern at Billingſgate, and put three 
Bottles of Wine into the Boat, to animate our Spirits, 
and excite Mirth and Gaiety, in our Paſſage to the in- 
tended Port. The Gentleman aſked me, if I cou'd re- 
._ commend him to an Inn? Yes, Sir, I reply'd, and the 
beſt in Town, where I have been often very civilly 


entertain'd, the Landlord knows me perſectly well, and 


III engage that you and your Lady ſhall be accommo- 


dated to the utmoſt of your Deſires ; and as for Miſs 


Fenny, ſays I, in a jocoſe manner, I'll recommend her 
to a briſk young Fellow, that's worth Money, altho' 
he ſerves as a Drawer in the Houſe 3 Jenny bluſh'd, the 
Lady laugh'd, and my Friend drank a Bumper to the 
good Succeſs of this new Amour. | | 
In an Hour's Time we landed, and I led the Way to 


my old Inn the Greyhound, where the Landlorg ex- 


preſs d a great Satisfaction in ſeeing me, and return'd 


me many Thanks for the Fayour I did him, in recom- 
mending ſuch worthy Gueſts to his Houſe ; here we or- 
der'd a Supper, and I took an Opportunity, whilſt 


eniy was in the Kitchen, to let her know how paſ- 


Honately I lov'd her, and by a ſtedfaſt obſervance of her 
Eyes, found that my Propoſals were not diſagreeable ; 
"Wherefore I boldly urg'd her to a Compliance that 
Night. She was eafily perſuaded to yield to my Em- 
braces, provided it cou'd be manag'd with Secrecy z 
where I faithfully promiſed to contrive the Mat- 


ter with ſo much Privacy and Cunning, that none in 


the Houſe (except my old Particular, the Chambermaid 


of the Inn) ſhou'd have the leaft Occafion to dream or 


1 any Thing of our Amour. With this ſolemn 
Murance of Secrecy, confirm'd with a Volley of Oaths 
and Imprecations, Fenny conſented, and the only Diffi- 
Faulty now remaining was; to engage the Chambermaid 
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Rooms (except thoſe reſervd for our Lodgings) were 


gone up Stairs, I called for a Bottle of Wine, and ſat 
. ſmoaking my Pipe with Impatience, waiting the Return 


right, Sir, faid ſhe, for the Weather is hot, and your 


ä 
to be faithful to her Truſt ; wherefore I immediately tapk - 
her aſide, and ſliding Half a Guinea into her Hand, im- 
parted my Deſign to her, who (well pleated with the 
Bribe) engaged to perform her Part to my Satisfaction. 
At Supper we were very merry, and I was highly pleaſe 
at the Conceit of the approaching Enjoyment of my new 
Favourite, when we ogled each other as odly as Ade 
and Eve in an old Suit of Hangings, .  .: - 
The hour of Repoſe drawing nigh, my Friend called 
to the Chambermaid to ſhew him a Room. with twe 
Beds in it, one for himſelf and his Spouſe, and the other 
for Miſs Fenny, who (the Lady being big with Child} 
was deſired might lie in the ſame Chamber with them 
but it was all in vain, for the artful Huſſey, well vers d 
in Intreagues, with an hypocritical Cant and Smile, de- 
clared, that would the Gentleman give her Fifty Pounds; 
ſhe could not oblige. him with that Favour, for all the 


taken up and engag d. The Gentleman being an eaſy 
and-credulous Perſon, beliey'd what ſhe ſaid was true, 
ſo ordering ber and Jenny to light them to bed, took 
his Leave of me for that Night. As foon as they were 


of my Miſtreſs, who as ſoon as ſhe had undreſs d her 
Lady, and put her bed, came and fate down by me,. 
and preſently after in came my true and faithful Conſi- 
dant, whom T defired to fit down and bear us Company. 
When the Bottle was out, I defired her to ſhew up. to 
our Room, and bring a Cool-tankard with her up Stairs 5 


Taſk is hard, for there are many Hours between this, 
and the Morning. The Chamber we lay in was up 
two Pair of Stairs backwards, and commodiouſly con- 
trived for the like Intreagues, for there were two Doo 
to it, and a private Pair of Stairs, unknown to any, but 
us, and the People of the Inn; ſo that ſuppolmg the 
Gentleman had had any Suſpicion, and ſhould have at- 
tempted (if he had known my Apartment) to ſurprige 
us in the midſt of our lawlefs Pleaſures, it was morally 


impdſiible that he ould ſucceed in his Deſign, for f 


5 A 
I lock d the Door fronting the great Stair-caſe, before 
dee went to bed, ſo I could eaſily have conceal'd my 
Doxy, by turning her out at the private Stairs'; but 
poor Gentleman, he, I ſuppoſe had ſomething elſe: to 
think on, for although Jenny and J lay together during 
dur whole Stay there, neither he or his Spouſe ever 
imagin'd any thing of the Matter. In about ten Days, 
we return'd to London, where I viſited him as uſual, 
and by private Billets appointed my Charmer to meet 
me at the Blue-Poſts, without Temple- Bar; ſhe was 
truly obſervant to my Afﬀignations, and manag'd her 
growing Burthen ſo artfully, that although ſhe lay with 
the other Maid, yet neither ſhe, nor her Lady for a 
conſiderable Time, obſerved that ſhe was with Child, 
till at laſt, unable to conceal her publick Shame any 
longer, - ſhe quitted her Service, and took private Lodg- 
ings, from whence, ſhe daily plagued me with Letters 
ſtuffed with Nonſence and Love, with which (being 
now pretty well cloy*d) the remembrance of her former 
Embraces was grown not only grating, but loathſome. 
However, rather than to ſuffer her to lay the Child to me, 
J appointed her a Meeting, at the Auchor and Bapri/'s- 
Head in  Chancery-Lane, where to acquit myſelf. with 
Honour, I gave her a Purſe of Guineas, and there took 
my final Leave of her, neither have I ever heard of her 
fince, nor would the Gentleman or his Lady have 
_ ever been acquainted with this our Amour, had I not 
now publiſh'd it to the World. But notwithſtanding 
theſe libidinous Exceſſes and Digreffions, Clarinda, by 
Merit, claim'd the greateſt Share of my Affections, was 
privy and acquainted with all my Follies and Extrava- 
gances, ſhe often with an engaging and perſuaſive Air, 
repreſented the diſmal State of horrid Want, and griping 
Penury,' which ſhe clearly foreſaw muſt be the future 
I ſſue of my profuſe and licentious Manner of Life; and 
as often with repeated Aſſurances of real Love and fin- 
cere Friendſhip, warmly preſſed me to defiſt and leave 
my vicious Courſes ; but all her Tears and amicable 
'Admonitions prov'd abortive, and unable to curb and 
"reſtrain me in the full Career of my lawleſs Paſſions, 
that 'blindly hurried me on to my utter Ruin. Hows- 
EL = | | eyer 
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ver to do her Juſtice, although ſhe knew the Parties 
H whom TI had borrow'd confiderable Sums of Money, 
nd doubtleſs might by a Diſcovery of my Aﬀeairs, been 
mply rewarded by them, yet ſo extenfive was the Ge- 
eroſity of her Soul, that ſhe diſdain'd fo vile and ſordid 
Practice, deteſted and abhorred ſuch mean and merce- 
ary Vices. 8 Ht | 7 5 „ 

Sometime after this, I. went to Vindſir, with my 
particular and worthy Friend Capt. L, his Spouſe, 
nd a young Lady a Relation of his. We were very 
merry in our Journey, and during our Reſidence there, 

we enjoyed all the Diverſions of a rural Life, for having . 

Coach and four at Command, we took the Benefit 
of the Morning Air in the Park, and her Grace the 
Dutcheſs of Marlborough, being then in London, we 
frequently viſited her Lodge, ſo celebrated for. its curious 
and inimitable Pieces of Painting, and in the Afternoons 
drove to the antient Colledge of Eaton, ſo fam'd for 
Learning, and ſo eminent in the Numbers of bright and 
ingenious Gentlemen, that are deſervedly deem'd the Pride 
and Glory of their Country ; Nor was the Caſtle un- 
 cbſerv'd,” that noble and magnificent Structure, ſo 
much honoured with the Preſence of our ancient 
Monarchs, and ſo greatly ornamented and embelliſh'd 
by various and bizarre Figures, form'd in different Shapes, 
from Numberleſs Arms, by the ingenious and artful, 
Contrivers. Here is alſo a beauteous Terras, command- 
ing a delightful Proſpect of all the adjacent Country, 
and from whence the curious Spectators are gratifyed with 
2 View of the ſtately Cathedral of St. Paul's, in London. 
Love and Gallantry were now the ſole Topicks of our. 
Converſation, and the young Lady being ſingle, I made 
honourable Propoſals of Love to her, with which neither 
ſhe, nor the Captain or his Lady, were in the leaſt 
diſpleaſed. In a Fortnight's Time we returned to Town, 
and ſtopped at the St. Alban's- Tavern in St. Alban s- 
Street, where we ordered a Supper, and the Footman to 
bring the Arms that we carried in the Country for our 
ſafe · guard and defence up into our Room. After Supper, 
we drank plentifully, and Wine growing more potent 
than Reaſon, the Captain (for variety Sake) would Kils 


I 
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wy or 8 „whereby I thinking my Propery 
infring'd, oppoſed his Intent, upon which Words arofs 
- 3nd the Piſtols lying on a Marbte Slab in the Room, we 
_ each of us haſtily ſnatched up ons of them, and preſent 
ing, attempted to give Fire,; but were providential 
diſappointed in our. Deſign, by the diligence and care d 
the Footman, who had unloaded them, well knowing 
the capricious Temper of his Maſter, when diſguis d in 
Liquor. The Ladies were ſorely affrighted at this fur- 
prizing Rencountre, and ſkream'd out, at which the 
Landlord and his drawers came in upon us, and ſeeing 
bs {for we had thrown down our Arms) hard at it with 
. our Fiſts, parted us, and calling two Coaches, ſent us 
bame to our reſpetive Habitations. Next Morning 
when I awak'd, 1 was ignorant of what had happened, 
and about Eleven the Captain came to ſee me, then 
We went to take our Morning's Draught, when, upon 
fying what News, Sir, News, quoth he, my Wife 
tells me, that you and I were going to murther one a- 
nother laſt Night, on Miſs B****'s Account, but T de- 
Clare upon Honour, that I knew nothing of it, and ſince 
was a mad Frolick, Tl engage the young Lady to 
65 at my Houſe this Evening, and ſhall expect your 
apany there likewiſe. I punctually obey d his Orders, 
and we ſpent the Evening very agreeably, all Strife 55 
 Contention gave Place to Mirth and Gaiety : We aſk'd 
the Ladies Pardon for putting them in a Fright, which 
they readily granted, and Miſs B****, with a pleaſing 
and jocoſe Air, added, that ſhe had conceiv'd a much 
better Opinion of her ſelf than the ever had before, fince 
two ſuch Gentlemen, at the hazard of their Lives, had 
| contended for her F avours; whereupon bowing, we return- 
ed the Compliment, and it now growing late, I waited 
en Mit Home. All Night I was reſtleſs and uneaſie, 
her Jovely Form and perfect Modeſty, adorn'd with Vir- 
Innocence, had ſo captivated my roving Heart, that 
was no more Maſter of my own Perſon, but paſſed 
tedious N ight rack d with alternate Hope and Fear. 
The next Evening, I ſent for the Captain to the eam f- 
Flat Tam, in Holborn, and there (to eaſe my Tor- 
ment) diſclos d my ardent Paſſion; he Gentleman: like, 
2 an * and fres Manner, told me that her Fortune 
| Was 


a 


as but ſmall, and that too, in the Hands of 


thofe who 


he feared would not without Difficulty, ſurrender it. 
However, ſaid he, if you are upon honourable Terms, 
[11 uſe my Intereſt to bring Miſs to a Compliance. Sir, 
ſays I, I ſhould think myſelf undeſerving of that Friend- 
ſhip you always profeſſed for me, ſnould even preſume 
to entertain the leaſt Glympſe of a diſhonourable Thought 
for a young Lady any ways related to your worthy Fa- 
mily. Hereupon the Captain well pleaſed with my ge- 


erous Reply, told me where her Uncle lived, and in 


2 friendly Manner adviſed me to apply to him, who 
being a Gentleman of Fortune, if he approved of my 
Propoſal, would inevitably compell her Guardians to 
pay her Fortune upon the marriage Day. Purſuant 


to my Friend's good Counſel, I went to her Uncle, 
and to him opened the whole Affair, who ſeemed ver 
willing for the Match, and promiſed his friendly - 
ance for the recovery of her Fortune. 


Conſent and Permiſhon of her Friends, viſited her. 


a younger Siſter, who for the firſt two or three Days. 


ndifferency, even little Inferior to that of Ill- manners, 
However, I took no Notice of it, but- continuing m 

Courtſhip as uſual, I ſoon ſaw the Scene was changed, 
for ſhe it ſeems at my firſt coming, being ignorant of 


my Intent, reſolved to reſent the Affront, which ſhe 
thought was offered her, in preferring her Siſter's Com- 


pany to hers, when we went the abovementioned 
Journey. Being apprized hereof, I communicated it to 
the Captain, and delired him to- uſe his Endeavours to 
repair the Breach, and appeaſe the youn 


a3 merely trivial and frivolous, till ſeeing me very urgent 


and importunate, he then promiſed his friendly Affiſtance 
to accommodate the ſeeming Difference, and therefore 


gave the two Siſters and me an Invitation to ſup at his 


WW Houſe. After Supper, he very genteely, and with ſo 


much Prudence, excuſed both himſelf and me, in the 


Choice 


Nothing now remained, but the uſual Ceremony of 
a few Days Courtſhip, and therefore I with the free 


daily; but as the old Saying is, many Things happen 
detween the Cup and the Lip, for this young Lady had 


that I went to the Houſe, treated me with an Air of 


| Lady's ſeem- 
Ing Indignation. He at firſt ſeemed to flight the Affair. 
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more gay and airy. Temper 


However, as I thought it was not Prudence i in m 
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| Choice of our fair Companion to Vi 272 br, that thi 
were both highly _—_ po were extreme good Con 

n rticula iis Faum, who was naturally of 
Rays BB 7 than her elder Site, 2 
although ſhe had net the fineſt of Faces, yet, ſo gran 
ful was her Air, ſo eaſy and engaging her Behaviolſ 
and ſo foft and alluring her Voice, not ſtrained by 4 
but by the meer Effect of the laviſh bounty of N 
ture, that ſhe (S:ren-/;#e) captivated the Hearts of f 
who had the Pleaſure of her Company: upon th 
Captain's Requeſt, ſhe fayour'd us with a Tune on th 
Spinnet, and to perfect the Muſick, joined ſo melodiq 
2 Voice, that tranſported with raviſtiment and. delight, 
thought myſelf amidſt che blefied Above. Twas the 
that I began to repent of my Choice. Miſs B**# 
Charms, once ſo prevalent, now appeared as mi 
Phantoms and Illuſions, and ny reigned ſole Miſt 
of my Afﬀections. | 


to diſcloſe this ſudden Change, I behaved myſelf as on 
indifferent to her, and inſenſible of thoſe amicable Quil 
fcations, that ſhe. was perfect Miſtreſs of. In * 
having paid our Complements to our generous Hoſt at 
_ Hoſteſs, I waited on the Ladies Home. 

The next Day I began ſeriouſly - to conſider; wi 
would be the Conſequence of breaking my Affair wit 
the Elder, and making my Addreſſes to the Vounger 
when upon mature Deliberation, it appeared to me | 
vile and, ſcandalous an Action, after ſuch mutual ani 
ſolemn Aſſurances of F idelity, that fearing (as wit 
Juit Reaſon T might) that I ſhould not ſucceed in my 
Deſign upon Fanny, I fully reſolved of the two Evil, 


to chooſe the . leaſt, and therefore with great Difficult 


and Violence to myſelf, I broke of the Intimacy, anl 


ever after, was, entireiy regardleſs of that Love that 4 


firſt I had fo warmly purſu'd. 

Next Door to me, lived one Mr. Elias Besse, Pt. 
rufe. Maker, who had by his Marriage and Succeſ in 
Trade, acquired a very handſome Fortune. This Mat 
had one only Daughter about ſixteen Years of Age, 4 
Bly FPS, Girl 1 enough, and wel educated, Upoi 

ſort 
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ſome trivial Difference that aroſe in my Father's Time, 
between him and Mr. BR, our Families were at Va- 
riance with each other; but upon my Father's deceaſe, all 
Contention and Animoſity ceas'd, ſo that from being in 
2 manner Strangers to one another, we in a ſhort Time 
| commenc'd an Intimacy and Friendſhip ; By his means 

I was admitted as a Member of the weekly Club, held 
at the Golden-Lyon Tavern in Fleet-ftreet on Thurſday's. 
Moreover, our Cuſtom was every Saturday to dine at 
tte Caſtle at Kingſton upon Thames, where we uſually 
drank hard, and play'd high; and Mr. B*** finding 
that notwithſtanding my Youth, I was Maſter'of that. 
valuable Art of Secrecy, placed an intire Confidence 
in me, and made me privy to all his Intreagues and law- 
leſs Pleaſures. This Intimacy of the” Father's, gave 
Birth to the Daughter's Love, that afterwards 'prov'd 
both her Ruin and mine. She took all Opportunities of 
being in my Company, and frequently ſtaid ſo late at 
my Houſe, without the Leave of her, Father and Mo- 
ther, that in a little Time it became the public Talk 
of the Neighbours, and almoſt all the whole Town ; 
and as Fame is generally attended with Falſehood, ſome 
there were that ſcrupled not to report, that I was more 
familiar with her, than was conſiſtent with the Modeſty 
of her Sex; But this Accuſation (I take God to witneſs) 
was utterly falſe, for upon my hearing that her Charac- 
ter and Reputation were ſo groſly injured, and that thoſe 
malicious Aſperſions aroſe from the innocent Paſtimes 
with which we amuſed ourſelves together, I acquainted 
my Neighbour B*** with what I heard was currently 
reported, concerning his Daughter and me, and furthes- 
more deſired him (as he tendred the Welfare of his 
Child) to keep her away from my Houſe ; he heartily 
thank'd me for my good Counſel, and accordingly re- 
moved her to her Coufin H, at Mile-End, where 
ſhe continu'd near three Months, but not without ſend- 
ing me a Letter or two, to let me know ſhe ſhould be 
glad to ſee me, at the Place appointed in the ſame. 
But I, who had then no Thoughts of making her my 
Wife, out of Friendſhip. to her Father, ſcorn'd to take 


the Advantage of her Youth, nor ever anſwered her 
| 1 . Billet- 


| a 
Fun dur, ot went according to her Requeſt to the Place 
e Aſſignation. In the mean Time, my intimate and 
deſom Friend Fase puas propoſed taking a Houfe on 
ping Forreſt, the Rent of which he faid was twenty- 
fave Pounds per Ars. whereupan I promifed to become 
His Tenant for ane Room, and moreover to ſend down 
fome Houſhold Goods ta furnith it withal. F Jaugh- 
Ig, faid, but are you willing to have Leaſes drawn in 
your Name, for you knaw how my Affairs ſtand. Ye 
Sir, aid I, with all nfy Heart, provided that you'll en- 
engage for the Payment of the Rent, by all Means, 
quoth he, thus we concluded upon the hire of our 
Sr and Over a merry Bottle, chriſtned it 
Langlo-Hall. About a Week after, I ſent down the 
1 my Promiſe, and likewiſe for my 
Part in the Houſe- warming, a large Ham, and two 
Gallons of Brandy. Soon after, my Friend F*** and 
I with ſome other merry Blades, went down to out 
Country-ſeat, where we ſtaid three or four Days. On 
gur Return, an Accident happened to me, that had 
like to have proved very fatal, but I verified the old 
$ayivg, Nought is often in Danger but never hurt; for 
being Fares _— _ mounted on a Gelding of 
rea. Spirit and Courage, by my frequent tickling him 
Bid the Spur, he in ſpite at al a do, — 
with me, till Icame to Hackney River, where to puniſh 
My'Counſer for his Obſtinacy, and cool. his Courage, I 
«lapp'd: Spurs to him, and plung'd him inte the River, 
down he fell, broke bis Knees, and in the Fall, pitched 
we clear over his Ears, where for ſome time I could 
hat recover my ſelf; but by good Fortune, at length 1 
regain d my Legs, and kept puffing and blowing like 2 
- Porpice, till my Companions came up, and ſeeing me 
in tbat-pityful Condition, diſpatched old Charan to take 
Me up, and waft me to the other Side of the Ferry, 
whence like a drownded Rat I went dripping along, ſtrip'd 
myſelf, got half a Pint of Brandy made hot, and went to 
bed, where I lay till my Shirt and Clothes were dried by the 
Eire. In-the Evening I aroſe, return'd to Landon, and ad- 
Journ'd to the old Place of Rendea vous, the Trumpet- Ta- 
| 0 pern, 
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in Sheer - Lane, whaile we paſs d the Evening very 


merrily, but I reſolved for the future never to be guilty of 
the like Frolicks again. 

Sometime after this, Mr. Bran thinking that Abſence | 
had ſufficiently abated the Warmth of his Daughter's | 
Affections, ſent for her Home, and I out of good 
Manners went to. compliment Miſs on her return; but 


alas! her Abſence had only ſerved to ſmother the amo- 


rous Flame, which by frequent Interviews (no ways to 


be avoided, ſince our Houſes were contiguous) ſoon broke 


out, and burnt with fiercer Rage. In fine, one Morn- 
ing the old Gentlwoman ſent for me to Breakfaſt, and 
there propoſed very advantageous Terms of Marriage 


with her Daughter, and urged me to a Compliance 


thereto with great Warmth and Zeal. . Furthermore 
to corroborate her Argument, down came-Miſs N***, 
with her Hair diſhevel'd, her Eyes flowing with Tears, 
and her Dreſs careleſs and negligent. . See, fays the Mo- 

ther, in a canting Tone, in what a Pickle poor VN. 
is, how can you be ſo cruel and hard. hearted as not 

to return her Love? Come, come, Neighbour Langley, 
T'll engage yo'ill have no Occaſion to repent of your 
Bargain, Mr. B*** and J ſhall never have any more 


Children, and when we die, you'll come in for ALL. 
At the Word ALL, which had a far greater Impreſſion 
on me, than what ſhe ſaid before, I prickd up my Ears, 
and ſeemed to hearken to her with Pleaſure, and N**#*® © 
who was before cruelly' in the Dumps, now to 


revive, and put on an Air of Joy. In ſhort, I told 


Mrs. .B***, that ſince it was an Affair of ſuch great 


Conſequence, I muſt defire a Months time to conſider 
of it, and that then I would give her my final Anſwer. 
Upon this, ſhe was well Satisfied, and I "wok my leave 
of them for the preſent. 


Now I began ſeriouſly to conſider the State of my + - 
| Affairs, and finding by the private Accounts that I kept 


in my Pocket- Book, that the Payment of thoſe ſeveral 


large Sums borrowed on Jewels of a confiderable leſs 


Value, than what I had artfully pledged: them for, was 
within three Months of 1 Een N 1 thought . 
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Circumſtances in a very melancholy Poſture, and my 
Cafe almoſt deſperate, for if I ſhould not redeem thoſe 


Pledges purſuant td contract, my Credit and Reputation 
wou'd by that failure, be entirely loſt, and on the con- 
trary, if Honour and Honeſty ſhould have the Aſcen- 


dant over Fraud and Villainy, that then I ſhould be a 
great Sufferer thereby, wherefore I reſolved, that ſince 1 


had began to play the villainous Part, that I wou'd, at 
all Events compleat it. Thus determin'd, there nothing 
now remained; but the Manner of effectually executing 
what I fo fully intended, and was ſo ſtedfaſtly reſolv'd 
upon. Marriage I conſider d with myſelf, would not 
only furniſh me with a pretty Sum of ready Caſh, but 
would likewiſe corroborate my Credit, and ſtrengthen 
my Intereſt.” For as the greateſt Villainies are carried on, 


and ſupported by the ſpecious Pretect of Sanctity and 
 Piffimulation, ſo I thought it was but a reaſonable Sup- 


poſition, that the Town now generally acquainted with 
my frequent Debauches, wou'd upon my Entrance into 


the Connubial State, judge me thereby reclaimed and 


metamorphis'd-int6 a ſedate and ſober Man. For this 
Reaſon, ſometime before and after my Marriage, I gave 
due Attendance to the Ramiſb Chapel in Lincoln's-[nn- 
Fields, and in about three Weeks Time I invited Mrs. 
Bus and her Daughter to Supper, where J told her 


that upon a mature Neliberation of her Propoſals, I was 
willing to acquieſce and condeſcend thereunto, on the 
following Terms, viz. That Mr. B*** ſhould be at 
the Expence of the Wedding-Cloths, and pay the ſtipu- 


lated Sum on the Morning of the Wedding-Day. She 
readily agreed and promis'd her Huſband's punctual 


Compliance with my Demands. Furthermore, as a Surety 
to bind the Bargain, I gave the old Gentlewoman a Ring 


ſet with Roſe Diamonds in Form of a Coronet. N*#**. yas 


now all Life and Gaiety, and by her Parents Conſent and 
Approbation, as well as mine, acted the Part of a Miſtreſs 
in my Houſe, with the ſame Freedom and Authority be- 
| fore; as ſhe did after the Ceremony: was perform'd. 
But alas! poor Girl, ſhe little thought how ſhort her 
Reign wou'd prove, and how all the Sunſhine of her 


Pride 


4 3 
Pride and Glory wou'd ſpeedily be darken'd and eclips'd 
by black impending Clouds that threatned ſure, though 

ot immediate Deſtruction and endleſs Woe. But not- 
ithſtanding this Engagement, ard ſolemn Contract 
ic N*#*, I continued my lawleſs Embraces with 
larinda, whom I made my Counſellor and Confidant 
n the moſt ſecret Tranſactions of my Life, and there= 
ore although to ſatisfy my intended Spouſe, and pleaſe 
er Parents, I turn'd her away ſoon after Marriage, yet 
frequently kept Company with her afterwards, and 
made her ſeveral conſiderable Preſents. Mrs. B*** im- 
ediately purchaſed all Things ſuitable for the future 
edding, and alſo was ſo Kind and Indulgent, as to 
ring the ſeveral Patterns of Silks and Laces, defign'd for 
Eg Paraphanalia, to me for my Approbation thereof. 
This Courteſy, and the richneſs of the Dreſs, ſo pleaſ- 

{ me, that I made her Daughter a Preſent of a Gold 
atch and Chain, and likewiſe a brilliant Diamond 
dund about Ring, that ſhe might appear in the Faſhion . 

f other married Ladies; and now the Licence being 
ken out, and all Things ready for the Conſumation 
f our Nuptials. Mr. B*** defired me to fix the ſo- 
mn Day, which he ſaid he ſhou'd chooſe (if I were 
illing ſhou'd be) on that of his Birth-day. But I de- 
lind ſo ſpeedy an Execution, on Account of a Tour 

had promis'd to take with ſome Friends, to a Gentle- 
an's Seat in E/ex, and defired the Marriage might be 
ferred for three Weeks longer, which Fayour was 
y granted. And now all Things being agreed on, I 
thought myſelf of a Clergyman of my Acquaintance, 
Gentleman void of a Living, and reduced to a low 
ate, greatly inferior to that of his Profeſſion. Never- 
eleſs he was a boon Companion, told a metry Tale, 
d ſung a Song with a good Grace, and by his In- 
try had made a Shift to get a red Face in the Service 

the Church; for having given my Word to this 
entlemen, that he ſhould be my facred Mapician, 
henſoever J alter'd my preſent State of Life, I thought 
yſelf in honour bound to perform my Promiſe there- 


I therefore ſent for him to the Bull. Head- Taver 
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in Lincolus-Inn- Fields, where, o'er a merry Bottle, I ac- 
quainted the Doctor with my Intent, and enjoin'd him 
to be ready on the Day appointed, for the Perform- 
ance thereof. Having thus prepared the Miniſter, [ 
went' down in the Country, and after a fincere and 
hearty Welcome, returned to London on the Evening 
before our appointed Nuptials, when after having drank 
Bottle or two with the Inn-keeper, where my Hor 
ſtood at Livery, I went to Mr. B**®s, who had prepare 
a very handſome Supper for my Reception, where nom 
were preſent but Capt. H***s Lady, and our own 
Family. After Supper, Mr. B***x aſk'd me if I wallfl 
provided with a Clergyman. Yes, Sir, ſaid I, and 
he'ill be punctual to his Appointment at Gray's-1n- 
Chapel, at eight in the Morning; well then, replied he, 
all's right, for I have ordered a Coach and Four to be 
here at Seven, and after the Ceremony, we'ill drive v 
Tim. Harris's, at Egham. Agreed to, Sir, ſaid I; 6 
taking my leave, I went Home, where according 1 
Cuſtom, I lay with Clarinda all Night. At Six in th 
Morning I aroſe, and went to my Neighbour. B 
where they were all very buſy in preparing the new Bride 
he call'd me aſide, and aik'd me whether I would hare 
the Caſh before, or after Marriage. Before Sir, ſaid | 
by all Means; whereupon he immediately comply 
with the Contract, by Notes drawn on Sir Frqui 
Child, and likewiſe gave me the Writings of a Houk 
belonging to his Daughter, in Cbarles-Court, in tt 
Strand, and afterwards taking a Bottle of Rum out 0 
his Corner Cupboard, we drank all Health and Proſper 
to each other. Now the Bride being ready, we dro 
to the Chapel, where my good Friend the Doctor, wa 
1 waiting, and perform'd his Duty as a Gentleman, vd 
Fi thy of his Profeſſion, From Chapel we drove 
Lil | Egham, where an elegant Dinner was provided at M 
ll | B***'s Expence, and to uſe the Words of the Ingenio 
$i | Mr. Phillips, nought but Mirth and Joy around d 
| +: Table flow'd. At Four we return'd to London, and I, ( 
gardleſs of my Spouſe, mounted the Coach: box, and dio , 
to the Dueer's-Head-Tavern, in Holborn, where Cui b 


Cl): . 
by _ 


gant Entertainment to be provided, at which, Mr. 


Luan, Mr. HR,, jun. and his Spouſe, the *Hoſt 
and Hoſteſs, were all preſent. About Eleven we ad- 


journed to my Father BR, where whilſt the Men 
drank a Bowl of Punch, the Women out of their pious 
Care, diſh'd out the Bride in Bed, fit for the Reception 


of her Huſband, To expatiate on a Topick ſo generally 


known, and fo daily practiſed, would be equally as ridicu- 
lous as impertinent, wherefore I ſhall-leave my Readers 
to purſue the Bent of their own "Thoughts on that 
Head, and proceed to the next material Buſineſs in 
Hand, e 5 | | 

I muft obſerve, that we were married on a Thurſday, 
and therefore I thought if I could prevail on my. Wife 


(who was one of the Church of England) to accom- 


pany. me to Maſs on the Sunday following, that I 


ſhould thereby gain the Applauſe and Eſteem of all 


thoſe blinded Zealots. This J confeſs, I did not attempt 


out of a religious Motive, but from a Thought of pri- 
vate Gain, hoping by this well feigned Ge to 


inſinuate myſelf further into the good Graces, and 
Eſteem of the moſt eminent and wealthy Followers of 
that implicit Faith, and ſuperſtitious Profeſſion. My 


Spouſe to pleaſure me, yielded to my Requeſt, and her 


Condeſcenfion thereunto had. its defir'd Effect; for a 
wealthy Merchant in Baſinghall-Street, ſent for me the 


next Day, and commending the meritorious: Act of 
making a Convert, favour'd me with nine hundred and 
ſeventy-five, Pounds worth of Silver, on my Note, pay- 


able in a Months Time. This was a great Encourage- 


ment to me, and ſerv'd to further and facilitate my De- 


fign, in running away as much in Debt as poſlibly 1 


could. Wherefore I reſolved to ſtrike while the Iron 
was hot, and make as much of my Credit (whilſt it 


was unſtain'd) as Time and Occaſion would permit. 
For the effectual Performance of which, I took up large 
Quantities of Jewels of ſeveral Merchants, under pre- 


tence of diſpoſing of them to Ladies, whom I had the 


Honour to ſerve, and in three or four Days, artfully re- 
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_ turn'd them again, telling the Owners, that the Ladies 
were not as yet come to a full Reſolution for the Pur- 
chaſe of them. I likewiſe» took up a repeating. Watch 
of one Mr. Vernon, in Fleet-fireet, the outſide Caſe 
whereof, was ſet with large Brilliants of the firſt Water, 
in Form of a Mariners Compaſs, betwixt the Hours and 
Minutes were interſpers'd ſome Brilliant Sparks, with 
Rubies, Topazes, and various precious Stones of dif- 
ferent Colours, reſembling the beauteous Iris. The Rims 
of the Cate. were alſo ornamented with coſtly Jewels, 
imitating the twelve Signs of the Zodiac, and on the 
Top of the Spring, that cauſes the Movement to ſtrike, 
was ſet a large Brilliant of the firſt Water. The Chain 
was three continued Rows of fine Diamonds, and on the 
Top of the Hook was a very large oval Brilliant. In 
ſhort, it was the richeſt-and moſt curious Performance 
of that Nature, that had been ſeen in Europe at that 
Time. | 7 TS. r 
This Watch I pretended was defign'd for the Queen 
of Spain, and having the Honour to ſhew it to ſeveral 
Noblemen and Ladies of the higheſt Rank. I could 
have diſpoſed of it to them; however, I thought it 
would turn more to my Advantage, to refuſe the Sale 
thereof, for this Reaſon, viz. If I ſold it in England, 
the Owner would have expected Payment thereof in a 
ſhort Time, and on the contrary, it was not reaſonable 
to think that he would refuſe to wait, for the return 
of foreign Bills, if (purſuant to my falſe Report) it was 
ſuppoſed to be ſent to her Catholic Majeſty. And now 
the Time drawing on for the Execution of my full 
Purport, I made it my Buſineſs to frequent Slaugbter's 
Coffee -Houſe, in St. Martir's-Lane, where I ſoon got 
acquainted with a ſet of Foreigners, of whom, I en- 
quired into the Laws and Cuſtoms of thoſe Countries 
relating to broken Tradeſmen, that fled thither for their 
Refuge and Safety, and being aſſur'd by them that Hol- 
land was the ſafeſt Azylum, and ſecureſt Receptacle to 
ſkreen Villainies of that Nature, I reſolved to ſteer my 
Courſe thither, and therefore went to Bland's on Tower- 
Hill, to enquire for a Veſſel, that would be ready to fail 
| 9 | N | IN 


| . 
in about a Fortnight's Time. Upon Enquiry, I met 
with one T***, F***; Commander of the C 
Sloop, a Gentleman obſervant of his Word, if Wind 


and Weather permitted; with this Captain I agreed for 


the Paſſage of two Perſons, to have the Conveniency 
of his State Room, and great Cabbin, and gave him a 
Guinea earneſt, The next Thing I did was to get a 
Bill of Exchange for five hundred Pounds, in the Name 
of Robert Clifton, Eſq; payable to him or order, which 
being eaſily obtain'd, I then applied myſelf to the above» 
mentioned Merchants for their Jewels, pretending that 


the Ladies were now core to a final Reſolution, and 

would purchaſe them, and now the Prices being agreed 
on, I gave them my promiſſory Notes, three Months 
after Date for the ſame. All Things being thus carried. 


on with the utmoſt Secrecy, I appointed Clarinda, with 
whom I ftill kept Company, (but not ſo privately, but 
that it was ſuſpected by my Wife and her Mother) to meet 
me at the Prince Milliam's Head at Charing-Croſs. She 
was punctual to my Aſſignation, and there after mu- 
tual Aſſurances of conſtant Love and inviolable Friend- 
ſhip, I acquainted her with my ſecret Deſign, and in- 
ſiſted on her accompanying me in my Voyage thither, 


and that upon her Condeſcenſion thereunto, ſhe ſhould be 
an equal Copartner and Sharer of my large and flowing 
Fortune, which in all human probability, was ſufficient 
for our Maintainance, in a polite and genteel Way, du- 
ring the Term of our Lives. But ſhe, like a generous 
Girl, declin'd my baſe Propoſals, and in her Defence, - 


urg'd my being already married to a deſerving young 
Lady, whom in Honour I cou'd not leave, and that if 


ſhe conſented to my Proffer, ſhe ſhou'd thereby deſervedly 


incur the Scandal of the moſt vile and abandon'd Adultreſs, 
In fine all the Arguments I cou'd uſe, were fruitleſs, 80 
having engag'd her religiouſly to keep my important 


Secret, I took my Farewell of her; and then reſoly'd- 


that fince I could not obtain her Conſent, that I wou'd 


take my Wife over with me, which I confeſs I did not 


ſo much out of pure Love, as out of a View of In- 
tereſt, hoping that if I ſhou'd be fruſtrated in my De- 
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. ſign, that her Father out of Love and Regard to her 


wou'd look with a favourable Eye on me, and impute 


my Misfortune, or rather ill Conduct, to the Folly of 


Youth. | | | $32 

Wherefore as ſoon as I came Home, I propos'd to 
my. Wife a Country Journey on the Saturday follow- 
ing, and ordered her to get ready, and pack up -all her 
Clothes, my Intent being to ſtay there for three Weeks 
or a Month. In the mean Time I hir'd a Chaiſe and 
Four for two Days, to be ready at the Time appoint- 
ed, and to prevent my being ſeen, or taken Notice of 


in paſſing thro” the City, J ordered the Chaiſe to wait 


for me on St. Margaret's-Hill, Southwark. I then 
ſealed up my Jewels, Bank-Notes, and the above-men- 
tion'd Watch, with Bills of Exchange, amounting in 
all to the Value of nineteen or twenty thouſand Pounds 


m a little Trunk, and meeting the Captain at Bland's, 
. purſuant to his Appointment, on Friday at Four in the 


Afternoon. I gave the Trunk into his Cuſtody, with a 

rticular Charge to lock it up in his Bureau, and took 
a Receipt for the ſame ; being well affur'd by him that 
he would fail from Graveſend on the Monday following. 


In the Evening I went to my Father BR, and ac- 


uainted him with my pretended Journey into the 


Country, with which he ſeem'd well pleaſed, it being 


the long Vacation Time. In the Morning, 1 gave my 


Journeyman (Mr. Blakely) charge of the Shop, and 


left all my Plate ſtanding therein, leaſt the removal 
thereof ſhould cauſe a Suſpicion amongſt my Creditors, 
and intercept my intended Flight. i likewife ordered 
him to pay off ſuch trivial Sums, as were owing to my 
Workmen. why 


And now my Spouſe and I having taken Leave of 
our Parents, call'd a Coach, and drove to the above- 
mentioned Place, where the Chaiſe and Four were wait- 


ing by my Order. Then diſcharging the Coach, we 
went inte the King's Arms, and break faſted. From 
thence we went to Grave/end, and put up at the Faulcon, 
where I paid two Guineas and a Half for the Diſcharge 
of the Chaiſe according to my Agreement, 0¹ 

| | Vn 
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On Sunday we din'd with the Captain, and other 
Gentlemen and Ladies that were going Paſſengers with 
us. On Monday Morning the Captain according to 
his Promiſe, heav'd up his Anchor with the Wind, 
S. W. All the Paſſengers, with my Spoufe, went on 
Board, but I ſtaid aſhore till the Commander went off, 
which was nigh an Hour after, and now the Ship 
being adrift, lay to for his coming on board. In the 
mean Time as I was drinking with my Landlord, in 
his back Yard fronting the Water, I eſpy'd a one Eye 
Game Cock, which_I purchaſed of him for half a 
Crown, for a Venture in Holland. Now the Captain 
having compleated all his Buſineſs aſhore, hurried me and 
my new Purchaſe on Board, we then brac'd about, fill'd 
our Head Sails, and ſpread all the Canvas we cou'd to 
the welcome Gale, that freſhing on us, waft'd our Ship 
the next Day to the Bombkeys at Rotterdam, where we 
went aſhore, and by the Commander's Recommendation 
lodg'd at the Sign of the Koning Yan England, (or King 
of England's Head) kept by one John Gadbury, on the 
Vine-Haven, _ 855 | i 
The next Day Capt. F***came to Dinner with us, and 
acquitted his Charge honourably. Thus all Things 
ſeem'd to favour my Undertaking, and I being of a vain 
and aſpiring "Temper; reſolv'd to paſs for the younger 
don of my Lord Fu, and to the End that I might 
make an Appearance ſuitable to the Dignity I had falſe- 
ly aſſum'd, I order'd a Taylor to make me a very rich 
Suit of Cloaths ; and as it happen'd, one Mr. Loven, 
a decay'd Gentleman, quarter'd at the ſame Inn with 
me, who ſpeaking the Dutch and French Languages to 
Perfection, with him I contracted to be my Gentleman 
and Interpreter, and to do him. Juſtice, he faithfully 
executed the Truſt I repoſed in him. This Gentleman 
I order'd to hire three French Footmen, and cloath 
them with the utmoſt Expedition, with my Livery, 
which was blue Cloth turn'd up with Red, Scarlet 
Waiſtcoats and Breeches, trimm'd with Silver, and 
broad Gold lac'd Hats. As to the Coach, Mr. Loven 
inform'd me, that it was cuſtomary in Holland in all 
| | | er ſons 


—— 
9 


— 


a SE — , = 
n "OS SERA ion, 
—— 5 » 
ER, 


' N 
33 
X 3 


| = => 
Perſons of Quality, except Foreign Miniſters, to hire 
their Equipages, as they had Occaſion for them, there 
being many grand and ſtately ones kept for that Pur- 
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ne thus ſettled my Equipage and Servants after 
the niceſt and richeſt Fancy, I reſolv'd to devote myſelf 
to Pleaſure for ſome. Time; altho' in the Interim J 
privately enquir'd for a Gentleman of Worth and Inte- 
_ grity, to whom 1 might with Safety commit the Truſt 
of my Effects, that if Peradventure, my Creditors ſnou'd 
come over in queſt of me, that they not finding any 
Thing valuable in my Poſſeſſion, might not think it 
worth their while to give themſelves any further Trou- 
ble about me, but reſt contented with thoſe Effects that 
I had left in England. _— : 
Now I muit obſerve, that upon my Return to my 
Quarters, I frequently found the above-mentian'd Cap- 
tain in Company with my Spouſe; however, I took 
no Notice thereof, but on the contrary, always enter- 
tain'd him with the utmoſt Courteſy and good Manners; 
but one Night, as we were in Bed, I aik'd her the 
Meaning of the Captain's frequent Vifits, and whether 
he endeavour'd to ſhew a more than lawful Love and 
Reſpect for her. Hereupon ſhe frankly told me, that 
the believ'd it was the Captain's Deſign to betray her 
Virtue, for that he had often expreſſed how paſſionate- 
_ Iy he loved her; that therefore ſhe had uſed all poſſible 
#1 'Means to avoid his Company, but found it a very di- 
| fcult Matter, which gave her Cauſe to ſuſpect, that 
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he had bribed the Landlady to acquieſce with the lawleſs 
14 Purſuit of his Amours, wherefore ſhe earneſtly entreated 
14 me to provide freſh Lodgings, where ſhe might be more 
. + 'retird, and ſhun the vile Impertinence of the ſaid 
Commander; well pleaſed with this open and generous 
Confeſſion, I highly commended her Honour and Inte- 
grity, but deſir'd that ſhe wou'd not offer the leaſt Af- 
front to the Captain. This I artfully ſaid, until I could 
de further inform'd of the Puniſhments inflicted on Per- 
ſons taken in Adultery, by the ſevere Laws of the U- 
+nited Provinces. Upon conſulting with my an 
9955 | : - who 
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who was s well verſed in the Statutes of that Republick, 
T found that the Penalty on ſuch heinous Crimes, was 


the immediate Forfeiture of all the Delinquent's Effects, 


and cloſe Impriſonment during Life, as a Satisfaction or 
Attonement to the injur'd Party, for the Diſhonour there- 
by ſuſtain'd. 

One Day, hearing that there was to be a Cock-fight, 
J order'd one of my Servants to prepare mine, who 
had been for ſome T'ime in keeping, to enter the Liſts, 
and by my Spouſe's earneſt Entreaty, I took her (tho 
contrary to the uſual Cuſtom of Ladies) with me, to 
ſee the Paſtime. In ſhort, I backed my Cock againſt 
all Oppoſers, and he (by good Fortune) at one chance 
Blow "kita his Antagoniſt, by whoſe unexpected Death 
I was a Gainer of about 10/, Highly pleaſed with 
my Succeſs I return'd Home, and it being Summer 
Time, we ſeated ourſelves under a ſhady Tree, that 


fronted the Inn Door, and call'd for a Bottle of Cla- 


ret, but had not been there long, before the Captain 
came and joined us, and being inform'd of my good 
Fortune, wiſhed me Joy, I return'd the Compliment, 
and Nancy with an Air of Gaiety, deſir d that I wou'd 
favour her with my Winnings for the Purchaſe of ſome 
Dutch Toys; I replied, With all my Heart, my Dear, 
for this and all that I have is at your Service, and 
thereupon immediately flung the Money into her Lap. 
Soon after this, I ſaw her Countenance change, and 
aſked her what was the Matter? But ſhe made me no 


Anſwer, whereupon D— - 2 you Madam, faid I, what 


noꝛo, are you Dumb? This raſh and haſty Expreſſion | 
ſo nettled her, that ſhe threw the Money into the 
Street, which I knowing the Value of better than ſhe, 
ran and pick'd it up, ſwearing, that ſince ſhe had abus'd 
my Generofity, I wou'd give her ſufficient Reaſon to 
repent it; but my Paſſion was ſoon over, and by Mr. 
F***®s Mediation, I promiſed to forgive and forget. 
that filly-Flight of Youth. Þ | 
Hereupon the Captain propoſed a Tour to the Hague, 
which was with Pleaſure agreed to, and ſhe next Mor- 
ning ſet out for that agreeable Rendez vous of * 
Mere 
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where we dined in a ſumptuous and elegant Manner, 
at the Sign of the Engliſb Parliament, a celebrated 
Houſe for polite Entertainment. From thence we re- 
turned to Rotterdam, where I entertained the Captain 
and ſome other Gentlemen, with a grand Entertain- 
ment; when the Company was gone, I uſed all poſſible 
Arguments to perſuade N**# to yield a ſeeming Com- 
pliance to the Captain's lawleſs Deſires, and to appoint 
him purſuant to my Direction, a Place proper for the 
Execution of his villainous Deſign, Furthermore, I 
urg'd, the great Advantage accruing from thence, and 
the diligent Care and Caution I wou'd take to ſurprize 
him, blaſted in the fruitleſs Expectation of fatiating his 
luxuriant and adulterous Paſſion. Bur notwithſtanding 
all my Arguments, N*** remain'd inflexible, and 
could not be induced to acquieſce to this treacherous 
and baſe Propoſal, and in her Defence urg'd, that no 
Lucre or ſordid Gain, (tho ever ſo great) cou'd expi- 
ate, or attone for that Diſhonour and Loſs of Character, 
that ſhe muſt inevitably ſuſtain, by condeſcending to ſo 
infamous an Acb; wherefore I thought proper to drop 
an Argument ſo diſpleaſing and ungrateful to her, and 
to proceed to an Affair far more weighty and impor- 
tant, vi. the Security of my Perſon and Effects, 
For the effectual Performance of which, being well 
recommended to one Mr. "H*****, a Man of Worth 
and experienc'd Fidelity, that kept a large Warehouſe 
on the Bomb#ays, to him I committed the Charge of 
my Cath and Jewels; and now finding by his Diſ- 
_ courſe, that he was well verſed in the Laws of that 
Republick, and more in particular, in thoſe relating to 
broken 'T radeſmen, that took Sanctuary in thoſe Parts, 
him I judg'd to be the propereſt Perſon to conſult and 
communicate with about my own Afﬀairs. Neverthe- 
leſs I was not ſo raſh as to Jet him into the Secret of 
my Circumſtances at the firſt interview, but taking a Note 
of him for the Re- delivery of my Caſh and Effects on 
Demand, I parted with him for the preſent, and as ſoon 
as I came Home, enquir'd more ſtrictly of my Land- 
lord, into his Character and Repute. Mr. Gadbury, 
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my Hoſt, ſcrupled not to expatiate largely on his un- 
doubted Veracity, and unbiafſed Fidelity to his Truſt, 
and at the ſame Time nominated ſeveral Gentlemen, 
whoſe Affairs were then in a melancholy. and dangerous 
Poſture, that by his Prudence and Segacity, had been 
re-inſtated in their priſtine Glory. | | 
Theſe Words uttered with ſo much Warmth and 
Ardour, eafily induced me to a Belief, that Mr. Z**** 
was in Reality deſerving of ſo great a Character, and 
therefore I engag'd him to dine with me the next Day 
at the Hague, where without Reſerve I unboſom'd my- 


ſelf to him in a frank and friendly manner. Hereupon 


he promiſed to be ſtedfaſt, and true to my Intereſt, and 
adviſed me immediately to procure a Protection from the 
States-General, which he aſſured me, wou'd totally ex- 
empt me from the Juriſdiction of any other Foreign 
Laws; and as a farther Proof of his Sincerity, he pro- 
miſed by the Aſſiſtance of a Lawyer (his particular 
Friend) to obtain what he fo heartily wiſh'd, as well for 
my Security as his own Satisfaction, that I were now 


in Poſſeſſion of. Morever added he, it muſt be done 


with the utmoſt Expedition, leaſt peradventure, your 


Creditors being appria d of your Intent, ſhou'd by their 


unwearied Diligence, and extenſive Intereſt, undermine 
your Undertakings ; wherefore you muſt not regard the 
Expence, for Favours of that Nature are not to be ob- 


tained but by a well timed Liberality, and ſome Preſents 


ſuitable to the Perſons concern'd in the Management 
of fo great and important an Affair; your Protection 
(which I doubt not but you will obtain) ſtands good for 
fix Months, both for your Perſon and Effects, and at 
the Expiration of the limited Time, is eafily renew'd 
for a trivial Coſt. 1 | 
Charm'd with his Diſcourſe, that inſpired me with 
new Life and Vigour, and baniſh'd the gloomy 
Thoughts of Fear, or approaching Danger. 
him to the ſpeedy Execution of his Promiſe, and gave 
him a full Commiſſion to disburſe whatever he thought 
proper on that Occaſion ; and furthermore aſſured him, 
that I wou'd amply recompence both him and his F __ 
| | | or 


I preſſed 
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for their Trouble, and ever after gratefully acknowledge 
the Favour. In the Evening we return'd to Rotterdam, 
where we ſupp'd together, and Mr. HR with repeats 
ed Aſſurances of his Sincerity, and utmoſt Endeavours 
ta aſſut me in all my Deſigis departed. + 
Four Days after this Mr. H, and his Friend the 


Lawyer, came to me at my Lodgings, from whence we 


went to Michael Edward's, at the Sun on the Bombhays, 
and there the Lawyer with an Air of Gaiety faid, Sir, 
I wiſh you Foy, of what replied I? Of your ſo much des 


fired Protection, Sir, which J here preſent you with. By 
this extraordinary Diſpatch, you may ſee how unweas 


ried our Endeavours have been to ſerve you ; the States 


are not now fitting, but this I have by great Intereſt 


obtained of their Secretary. for the Space of twelve Days, 
at the. Expiration whereof, their High Migbtineſſes will 
Aſſemble, and grant you a further Protection for fix 
Months longer. I humbly thank'd him for this ſo ſin- 
gular a Mark of his Eſteem and Friendſhip, and order'd 
Mr. H**** to pay the Gentleman one hundred Gui- 
neas for his Trouble. VE. | 

I now rambled up and down without Fear or Appre- 
henſion of any Moleſtation that cou'd ariſe from any 
Quarter, and Mr. Z7*** and I contracted a Partnerſhip 


in Merchandiſe on the following Terms and Condi» 


tions, Viz. that I ſhou'd lend the ſaid H — 50001, 
at common Intereſt, and thereupon add 5000 J. more to 
make up a joint Stock of 10,000 J. from which large 
Sum, with good Succeſs, we promiſed ourſelves to raiſe 
a fair Fortune. Wherefore that we might immediates 
ly proceed to Buſineſs, we went to Amſterdam to pur- 
chaſe a Ship, and there upon Enquiry. we found, that 
the Prince William Snow, Captain B — was lying 
there for Sale, upon which we ſent for the Comman- 
der, went on Board with him, examin'd into the Veſſel, 
and purchaſed her for 450 J. Sterling, which Money 
I paid on my own Account, being deſirous to become 
the. ſole Proprietor thereof. In the Interim I receiv'd 
Advice, that four of my principal Creditors were came 
over in Queſt of me, and that they by great Intereſt, 

had 
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ad engag d the Earl of Che/terfield (then Ambaſſador at 
he Hague) to intercept my promiſed Protection, and 
ſurthermore, upon the Expiration of that which I had, 
to obtain a Grant from their High 14ghtineſſes to ſeize 
my Perſon and Effects. This News I confeſs, ſtruck 
me with Horror and Confuſion, and judging that if I 
returned to Rotterdam, I ſhou'd inevitably fall into their 
Hands, I reſolv'd to lie perdue at the Houſe of Mr. 
4 -— at the Hague, and there wait the Iſſue of their 
Proceedings, and in the mean Time, to diſpatch Mr. 
H— to try if poſſible, to ſubvert my Enemies De- 


Iigns, by large Sums of perſuaſive Gold. I now laid 


aſide my Equipage, and the grand Title of my Lord, 


paſſed for a private Gentleman, by the Name of Ro- _ 


ert Clifton, and continued at the above-mention'd Houſe 
nigh upon a Week, without ever going out of my 


Chamber. When one Morning my Landlord, who 


was privy to the Affair, came into my Room, and 
trembling, gave me a Letter from Mr. H, which 


inform'd me, that the Creditors having Intelligence 
where I lay, were on the Road to ſurround the Houſe, 


and take me Priſoner ; that he had uſed all poſſible 


Means to renew my Protection, but that all his Efforts 


therein were. vain and fruitleſs ; that there had been pub- 
liſh'd a Reward of 400 J. for ſecuring my Perſon, and 
likewiſe 400 J. more for the Diſcovery of my Effects; 
that my Taylor had given a Deſcription of the Cloaths 
that he had made, and moreover, that my Picture was 
ſet up at the Change, and the moſt publick Places of 
Amſterdam and Rotterdam ; that the beſt Advice he was 


capable to give me at preſent was, to exchange my Ap- 


parel, diſguiſe myſelf, and make into the adjacent Wood, 
and there wait for his coming, which ſhould be punctu- 
ally at four in the Afternoon, yh 
Scarce had I read the Letter, before I was alarmed 
with a confuſed Noiſe in the Street; whereupon my 
Landlord looking out at the Window, cry'd, Zounds, 
Sir, you are taken, for my Houſe is not furrounded. Be 


calm, Sir, ſaid I, and ſend up one of your Dutch Ser- 
vants to me, Pll change Habits with him; alſo * me 
; | ve : 
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back Door, unobſerved by any; from thence I went 


man, and we will go to Vienna, 4 protected Place, if 


the Governor: rotection, and there yoit may live ſecun 


the Pleaſures, that a Place inhabited by unfortunate Per- 


Here I became acquainted with two Jriſb young Fel. 
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and on all Occaſions bore their Expences, and they ( 
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have a lighted Candle and a Cork immediately, The 


Landlord obey'd my Orders, I ſtript, put on Adynheer; 
Habit, black'd my Eye-brows, and paſſed out at the 


into the Wood, where I lay hid until the Time ap- 
pointed, when Mr. H came, highly overjoy'd to 
find me eſcaped from the Fury of my Adverſarie, 
Come Sir, ſaid he, you muſt now perſonate the Dutch- 


ten Miles in Circumference, where I will obtain for yu 


and free from all Moleftations and Arreſts. This Scheme 
was no ſooner propoſed than with Pleaſure agreed to, 
$ from the Wood we went into the next Town, and 
there hired a Phaeton or Chaiſe for Vienna. In the 
Evening we arriv'd there, and the next Morning waitel 
on the Governor, of whom for 50 Guineas I receiy'l 
the Favour of a Protection, with a ſtrict Charge and 
Caution not to exceed the Bounds of his Minute Ter- 
ritories. | 

The next Day Mr. H—— took his Leave of me, 
with repeated Aſſurances of Friendſhip, and a ſolemn 
Promiſe not to diſcover my Effects. Here I enjoy'd al 


ſons cou'd afford, this being nothing but a living Goll 
in Epitome. However, having a ſufficiency of Cath, 
the Honour and Reſpect I met with there, in ſome 
Meaſure alleviated the Hardſhip of my. Confinement 


lows, of daring and bold Diſpoſitions, who had here 
taken Refuge and Sanctuary for Murder, no Crime be- 
ing reckon'd ſufficiently black or infamous, to exclude 
the vile Offenders from the good Graces and Protection 
of his Tartarean Excellency. Theſe two Ruffans for 
want of better Society, I daily admitted to my Table, 


the only Satisfaction that they cou'd make) faithfully 
promiſed at the Hazard of their. Lives, to ſecure me 
from all Inſults and Dangers. 


Uither 


Cees 

Hither came Mr. H — purſuant to his Promiſe 
Weekly, and ſupplied me with what Caſh I demanded; 
and aſſured me, that my Creditors began to be out of all 
Hopes, and that if I patiently ſubmitted to my Con- 
finement for a ſhort Time, that they wou'd ſoon be 
wearied out, with the large and extravagant Charges they 
were at, in their vain Search and fruitleſs Purſuit. 
Whereupon I charg'd him to make my Wife as eaſy 
as poſſible, and to let her know, that as ſoon as the 
Storm was blown over, I wou'd pay her a Viſit; but 
at the ſame Time, caution'd him not to let her into the 
Secret of my Abode, leaſt peradventure, thro” the Folly 
and Indiſcretion of Youth, ſhe ſhou'd inadvertently blab 
it out, Nancy, I muſt obſerve to you, had near upon 
400 J. by her, beſides her Jewels, Gold Watch, and 
Snuff-box, ſo that I knew ſhe cou'd not be in any Want, 
and therefore made myſelf eaſy on that Head: _ 

During my Stay here, I was taken violently ill; which 
prevented my intended Journey to his Prufſian Ma- 
jeſty's Dominions, whither I had deſigned to go, and by 
preſenting my fo much fam'd and celebrated Watch to 
his then favourite Lady, flatter'd myſelf with the Hopes 
of obtaining a Commiſſion in that great Monarch's Ser- 
vice. Dr. — was my Phyſician, who liv'd conti- 


guous to the Houſe where I lodg'd, and three Times 


a Day viſited me, lying in a dangerous Condition in my 
Bed, not able to move either Hand or Foot, but rack'd 
with tormenting Pains both Night and Day. My faith- 
ful Iriſb Men conſtantly attended me, and for my Se- 
curity brought Fire Arms into my Room, leaſt the Go- 
vernor, being influenc'd by a larger Sum, or ſollicited 
by their High Mightineſſes, ſhou'd cancel or ſuperſeed 
my Protection, and thereby expoſe me to the free Arreſt 
and Fury of my Adverſaries. lan 

One Night as I lay in my Bed, two of my Creditors 
came and ſurprized me in my Room, and inſiſted on 
my going with them immediately, producing the Go- 
vernor's Order to compel me to acquieſce to their De- 
mands ; but I excuſed 1 on Account of my = 
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neſs for that Night, and promiſed to be ready in the 


Morning, to comply with their Requeſt. Nevertheleſs 
this Anſwer was not Satisfactory, for they infiſted on 
lying in the ſame Room with me, as a Guard to my 
Perſon, Hereupon my Comrades arm'd themſelves with 
4 Brace of Piſtols each, and preſenting, ſwore, that if 
the Gentlemen did not immediately depart, that they 
wou'd ſeverely puniſh their Raſhneſs and Inſolence, for 
they inſiſted on that Room being their Property, and 
that I was only there on Sufferance. Hereupon th& 


Creditors withdrew, but placed a Guard around the 


_ Houſe, ſwearing that they wou'd hurry me away with 
them i in the Morning. 1 

Now the Fright I was in difpelled all my Anguiſh and 
Pain, and I, (who before cou'd not move myſelf in my 
Bed) now put on my Cloaths, and walk'd haſtily up 
and down 45 Room, ruminating what Courſe to take 
to extricate myſelf from this Emergency. At laſt I ſent 
for the Doctor, who had already heard of the Affair, 
and with him Tagreed, that if he would leave open his 
back Door, between the Hours of Twelve and One, I 


would make my Eſcape, and take Shelter in his Houſe. 


To this Purpoſe he readily conſented, and promiſed to 
be punQtual i in the Execution of his Truſt. hereupon 
my Companions and 1 call'd for Liquor very plenti- 
fully, and I ſeem'd to be no Ways concerned at the 
Danger I was in. 

Now the Time of my intended Flight drawing nigh, 
we called for a large Bowl of Arrack Punch, which 
whilſt the Landlady, (the ſole Perſon then ſtirring in 
the Houſe) was making, I by Favour of the Obſcuri- 

of che Night, eſcaped out at the back Door, and 

ipp'd unſeen into the Doctor's Houſe, where I lay 
concealed for nine or ten Days, leaving my Purſuers to 
curſe their unhappy Stars, and commence a freſh Hunt 
after their flown Game. At length, growing weary 
of this intollerable. Confinement, I reſolved to venture 
abroad in Diſguiſe, and therefore borrowed a Suit of 
Woman“ 3 Apparel of the. Doctor's Spouſe, in return for 


which 


«a — 1 1 18 * 


n n 1 3 " wee A, 


(67) WS 
which I gave her a Diamond Girdle Buckle. The 
Dreſs I had was French, and therefore I was now ob- 
 liged to play the Part of the Madam de Paris, and for 
two or three Days behaved very modeſtly among the 
Ladies, being inſtructed in my Female Diſcipline by the 
Doctor's Spouſe. At laſt I ſet out for Am/terdam, ha- 
ving a Gentleman of the Doctor's Recommendation to 
perſonate my Husband; as ſoon as I arrived there, I 
wrote to Mr. H, deſiring him to remit me 200 
Guineas, but he never complied with my Demand. 

Three Days afterwards, I received a Letter from an 
unknown Hand, aſſuring me, that my Partner K 
had proved falſe, and betrayed his 'T ruſt to me; for that 
he had actually agreed to deliver up all my Effects, on 
the Promiſe of the above-mentioned - Reward ; that 
therefore the only Expedient I had left to prevent his 
villainous Deſign was, a voluntary Surrender of myſelf. 
Whereupon, as the old Saying is, Needs muſt, toben 
the Devil drives, I determined to make, the beſt of my 
Way to Rotterdam, where I heard that my Creditors 
were afſembled at Mr. E „ at the Sun on the 
 Vine- Haven, and by a. ſpeedy and unexpected Precau- 
tion to fruſtrate the baſe Intentions of Mr. H —, ho- 
ping by a voluntary Submiſſion to their Mercy and 
Clemency, to appeaſe their juſt Indignation, and there- 
by obtain that Reward that my Partner had by ſo in- 
famous and treacherous a Plot, endeavour'd to gain. 
This Deſign happily had its deſired Effect, for upon 
my free Surrender, the Creditors not only uſed me in a 
generous and Gentleman-like manner, but ſent for Mr. 
H, and abſolutely demanded. all thoſe Effects that 
I had lodged in his Hands, threat'ning upon Refuſal 
thereof, to ſeize them by Authority. In ſhort, he was 
obliged to comply, and produced all that ever I had 
committed to his Truſt, and at the ſame Time brought 
in a Charge againſt me for Caſh drawn out of his 
Hands, as likewiſe his Bill for Attendance and Services 
done for me, whilſt under my Misfortunes. The Gen- 
temen, as well as I, was greatly amazed at his exor- 
7 "00 72 bitant 
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bitant Demands, which were upwards of 700 7, but 
nevertheleſs, to avoid further "Trouble and Expences, 
they were adviſed to acquieſce to his Exactions; the 
Laws of the united Provinces being ſtrictly ſevere in 
compelling all Perſons to fatisfy the Parties by them em- 
ployed, to the utmoſt of their Demands, tho' never fo 
immoderate. And now as a Gratuity, the Creditors 
gave me the Sum of 200 J. enjoining me to be ready 
to fail with them for England on the firſt Opportunity. 
- Matters being thus accommodated, I went to my 
old Landlord's at the King's-Head, but to my Surprize, 
found that my Wife was gone from thence, at the In- 
ſtigation of the above-mentioned -H, who had 
. baſely perſuaded her to make a Tour to Antwerp in 
Flanders, where he ſaid I was ſettled, Upon a fur- 
ther Enquiry about her Effects, the Landlord told me, 
that ſhe had honourably diſcharged the Houſe, and took 
her Trunk along with her. However, I made myſelf 
as eaſy as poſſible under my unfortunate Circumſtances, 
but vowed to revenge myſelf on H, for the In- 
Jury and Injuſtice he had done me, and therefore I pri- 
vately bought a pair of Pocket Piſtols, loaded them, and 
then went to his Houſe to drink a Glaſs with him, 
under Pretence of accommodating our Differences, tho' 
my full and real Intent was to have ſhot him, as an 
Example to deter others from violating the ſacred Tyes 
of Friendſhip, by the horrid and ſcandalous Breach of 
Truſt. But he (I ſuppoſe) unable to bear the Re- 
proaches of the Populace, was retired into the Country, 
by which wife Precaution, he both preſerved his own 
Life as well as mine, which wou'd have been inevita- 
bly forfeited to the juſt Laws of the Republick, ſevere- 
I 1y rigid againſt- Homicide. „ 
Soon after this, my Creditors (having authorized a 
proper Perſon to diſpoſe of my Ship for their Uſe) and 
'I-return'd for Fngiaud. On our Arrival at London, we 
went to Mr. Barnes's a Gold/mith on Ludgate- Hill, and 
one of my Principal Creditors, who was generouſly 
pleaſed to treat me better than I deſerv'd; at this Gen- 
EN ns TE 58 tleman's 
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tleman's Houſe T lay all Night, and the next Morning 
was Carried to the Crown and Rolls Tavern in Chancery 
Lane, where the Commiſſioners of the Bankruptcy. 


were aſſembled ; here to my Surprize I met with my 
Wife and Mother-in-Law, both drefled in Mourning, 
for the Death of their Relation Capt. Holden; when 


after a civil Salute, the old Gentle woman ſaid, 4544 
Mr. Langley, this Dreſs well becomes our preſent Cir- 
cumſtances, for we are all ruined by your Fully; Mr. 
Brown raves like a Madman, and will by ns Means be 


pacifyed, and Nancy's Dutch Landlord has ran away 
with all her Caſh, Chaths, and Fewels, whilft ſhe was 


in Dueft of you. Our further Diſcourſe was interrupted 
by an Order from the Commiſſioners for me to attend 
them immediately; where after a long and ſtrict Exa- 
mination paſſed, to the Content of all Parties, I was 
diſcharged, upon Promiſe of giving due - Attendance to 
the Attorney for the Commiſſion, and one of the Aſ- 


ſignees for my Encouragement thereunto, gave me five 
Guineas in Hand, After this I took an Appartment for 
myſelf and Wife in Devereux-Court, near Temple-Bar, 
and daily waited on the Aſſignees and their Attorney, 


for the Execution of the then dependant Buſineſs, viz. 


to ſettle my Affairs, and call in my Debts, which were 


large, there being upwards of 1800 J. in the Books, and 
my Plate and Houſhold Furniture were ſold .for upwards 


of 1200 l. more. But amongſt all my Misfortunes, 
none ſo much griev'd me as to ſee the curious Lib 


that with Pains I had puchaſed for 250 J. diſpoſed of for 
the trivial Sum of 30 J. And now my Wife being taken 
very ill, was remov'd to her Mother's, there to be at- 
tended with all neceſſary Care for a Sick Perſon ; where - 
upon finding that 5 s. per Week was too extravagant 
for my fallen Circumſtances, to pay for a Room barely 


to ſleep in, I diſcharged the ſame, and took 


another at 
1s, 64. per Week in Hemlock-Conrt. „„ 


0 


| During the Indiſpoſition of my Spouſe, 1 was not 
permitted to ſee her, being ſtrictly forbid the Houſe by 
her Father Mr. Brown. Wherefore haying now —_ 
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che Book Debts, and given an Account of the reſpec- 
tive Abodes of the different Creditors, I reſolved to ſeek 


my Fortune Abroad, hoping that upon my Return; I 
| ſhould find my Affairs happily concluded, and myſelf 


thereby Maſter of a conſiderable Sum, arifing from the 
Statute. Mrs. Brown uſed. her utmoſt Endeavours to 
difluade me from my Purpoſe, but I remain'd inflexible 
and deaf to all her. earneſt Entreaties, and therefore mu- 
ſtering up the Sum of 30 Guineas, I went to the Bar- 
badoes Coffee- Houſe, where I agreed with Captain Jo- 


ſeph Richardſon, Commander of the Frere Galley, bound 


for the above-mentioned Iſland, for my Paſſage thither. 
Upon the Captain's telling me, that he ſhould be ready 
to fail in a Fortnight, I prepared myſelf purſuant to his 


Directions, and having pack d up my Cloaths and Lin- 


nen, (of which I had then a great variety) I took a ſi- 
nal Leave of my Friends, and went down to Blackwall, 


| where the Ship then lay, having giving a Letter of At- 


torney to my good Friend Mr. G , to act for me 
/ ² ˙ L . 
Whilſt the Veſſel ſtaid at Blackwall, I quartered at 
the Mpite-Horſe, and being now metamorphiſed, into a 
kind of a Sea Officer, with my laced Hat and ſpeckled 
Shirt, I paſſed upon ſome for the Mate of a Ship. I 
cannot forget, that being accidentally in Company with 
a Barber, the credulous Fool forced me to accept of a 
handſome Tye Wig, on my Note payable on my Re- 
turn, and I confeſs, I believe, that I couꝭd then have 
had all the Wigs in his Shop on the ſame Condition. 

I now went by the Name of James Englefield, and 
having purchaſed 20 Gallons of Alderman Par/on's Beer, 
four Dozen of Wine, 100 Lemons, and a Loaf of Su- 
gar, I went on Board, and fell down to Graveſend. 
The next Day the. Captain and the reſt of the Paſſen- 
gers arriv'd there, from whence we ſailed with a fair 

nd at N. W. into the . Downs, where the Winds 
hanging to the Weſtward, we .continu'd for ten Days. 
Here we 2 8 ourſelves with Brandy, at a very reaſon- 
From the Downs we ſteered our Courſe to 


- * 


(77 | 
our intended Port; our Company conſiſting of two La- 
dies, eight Gentlemen, and myſelf. When one Day (to 


my Sorrow I ſpeak it) ſome of the Paſſengers began to 


play at Hazard, ,whereupon I, who- always had TY 
ſtrong and ungovernable Inclination to Gaming, made 


one amongſt them, we play'd high, and Fortune frown» 


ing on me, I ſoon became a broken Merchant. Upon 
this Diſaſter, I thought myſelf the moſt unhappy Man 
alive, being bound to a ſtrange Place, and entirely de- 
ſtitute of either Money or Friends; however I amuſed 
myſelf with ſettling the Accounts of one Mr, Margan, 


a yearly Trader to thoſe Parts, and knowing no other 
Antidote to my preſent AMlictions but Patience, I de- 


termined to bear up. againſt the Torrent of Adverſity, 
with a chearful Alacrity, and pleaſing Hopes of ſome 
unexpected Turn of Fortune. Y Þ | 


On Chriſtmas Day we went aſhore, and the Ships 


Doctor invited me to Dinner with him at a Friend's 
Houſe, for every one by my Apparel, judged me to be 
a young Gentleman of Fortune. In the Evening I 
went to Mrs. Car michaels, the beſt Tavern in Charles. 


Toon, where I quartered for a conſiderable Time; my 


good Friend Mr. Morgan having given me à fair Cha: 
racter to my Landlady, and alſo preſented me with two 
Moidores, for the Service I had done him, in ballancing 
his Accounts; but this ready Caſh was ſoon. expendedy 


and I conſiderably indebted: to my kind Hdoſtefs,, which 


threw me in ſo great a Dilemma how to manage m 
Affairs, that I cou'd neither reſt Night nor Day; full 
well I knew that I. could not get off from the Iſland 
without giving publick Notice thereof for one and 
twenty Days, Nevertheleſs, as I had artfully: lodged 
my Cheſt and Cloaths at a little Tavern adjoining io 
the Water-ſide, I waited in Hopes of ſame favourable 
Opportunity of bilking my Landlady. According 
ſometime afterwards his Majeſty's. Ship the Goſport at, 
rived in the Bay, and by good Fortune, ſome of the 
young Officers came to Dinner at my Quarters, where 
in the Afternoon over a merry Bottle, one of the Gum 
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_ flemen aſked me, if I was not Commander of a Veſ. 


ſe], for ſo he judged me to be by my Apparel, which 
was Scarlet trimmed with Silver. Sir, ſaid I, my Ap- 
pearance, I confeſs, may ſpeak me to be ſuch as you 


pleaſe to imagine, but to tell you the real Truth, I am 
the moſt unfortunate young Fellow alive, for here I am 


involv'd in Debt, which I am unable to diſcharge, nei- 
ther know I how to eſcape from this accurſed Iſland. 
Sir, replied he briſkly, F that be all your Grievance, Pl! 
put you in a Way to redreſ it immediately; our Captain is 


an honourable and good natured Gentleman, and therefore 


#f you apply to him for your Paſſage to Jamaica, I doubt 
not but that he will eaſily grant your Requeſt; he comes 
Aſbore every Morning about Nine, and your beſt Way is 
ta adareſs youre to him on his Landing, before he is en- 
gaged in other Company; in the mean Time, be cautious 
how you let any one into the Secret, and you need not fear 


| Succeſs therein. In fine, J heartily thanked him for his 


wholeſome and highly agreeable Advice, and the next 
Morning met the Commander, to whom I freely and 
without Reſerve, made known the State of my Affairs, 


and he as generouſly. was pleaſed to promiſe me my Paſ- 
fage on Board: his Ship, and at the fame Time, as a 
Signal, order'd me when I ſaw his Maintop-Sail Sheets 
hauled Home, to come on Board, and he would re- 


ceive me into his Care and Protection. | 


Highly pleaſed with this unexpected Courteſy from a2 


Stranger, I was not failing in an humble and grateful 
Acknowledgement of ſo ſingular a Favour, and elate 


with Joy, return'd to my Quarters. Now my ſole Bu- 


fineſs* was to keep a ſharp look out for my ſo much de- 


Tired Signal; which on the fourth Day I eſpyed to my 
great Joy and Comfort; whereupon I immediately 


took a Canoe, put my Cheſt therein, and went on 
Board. Captain Richard/on ſeeing me going on Board 
the Man of War, imagin'd how Affairs went, and 


fent his Mate to me with three Guineas, for the Whig 


which I had had of my aforeſaid Friend the Barber at 


Blackwal!, From Barbadoes we fail'd to Famaita, and 


during 


„ 3 
daring the Paſfige; 1 Hal the Henedf bo leg wih the 
Lieutenants, who feemed well pleaſed at the merry Re- 
cital of my various Adventures. I leave my Readers 
to judge of the Confuſion that my Landlady was in, at 
the News of my ſudden Departure, and now proceed 


to the Relation of what happen d to me in the above- 
mention d Iſland of Famaica, 
I lodged at Mr. Wade's, at Port Royal, and by my 
coming there in the Man of War, 1 currently for 
one of the Midſhip-men. Here in'a ſhort Time I ex- 
pended my ſmall Stock, but was happily prevented from 
running in Debt, by an unexpected Accident. For one 
Night being at Supper with ſome Gentlemen of the 
Iſland, one of the Company gave me a kind Invitation 
to come over to his Plantation, near Sali pan- Hill, there 
to ſpend three Weeks or a Month with him in a retired 
Life. J readily embraced the Opportunity, as hoping 
thereby to gain the Favour of being recommended to 
ſome Employment on the Iſland. The next Day we 
went to his Country Seat, far more reſembling the in- 
fernal Regions, than the pleaſing Abode of a Mortal 
here on Earth. His numerous Attendants, both Male 
and Female, were all Black, and their young, like unto 
Gailicia Swine, lay grovelin in the arid Duſt. Here the 
parch'd and yawning Earth brought to my Remembrance, 
how Dame Tellus rais'd up her then barren Head, invo- 
king Jove to cruſh the giddy Phaeton in his wild and 
mad Carrier, and by his deſerved Fall, to ſave her 
vaſt Dominions from an univerſal Conflagration. As 
this Gentleman had no European but myſelf to Con- 
verſe with, I ſoon became intimate and familiar with 
him, who being acquainted with my Circumſtances, 
promiſed to ſerve me to the utmoſt of his Capacity. 
Although I here enjoyed all that the Iſland afforded, yet 
a retired Liſe was not agreeable to my roving Diſpoſi- 
tion, and therefore I refolved to uſe ſome Stratagem to 
get a little Caſh from him, and then to go on Board 
the Fleet commanded by Admiral Steward. To. - 
effect this, I propoſed to live with this Gentleman 8 
| 8 


4 (14) 
1 his Servant, or. Qverſeer, which Fayour, after many Pp 
4 Solicitations, and earneſt Entreaties, was granted, and ; 
N mj deſign d Employment was to 05 the Negroes MW - 
1 In the Fiſhery. New as.ſoon, as Mr., Lynch (for that } 
8 ng the Gentleman 8 Name) and I hadag reed on Terms p 
1 my Wages; I freely told him Wa my Cheſt. and { 
We Coihe, © ay as a Security for. twenty Dollars at Port- 
1 Rojal, ad therefore E humbly 1. him to advance f 
fp me C ah for the Ke demption of the ſame ; to which 
6 Be readily conſented, and ordered his Negroes to Man 
4 Faber and roy me over to Part - Ryal, and there 1 
11 t till I had compleated my Bufinels. on 0 
|: o ſooner was: 1 Na | but I took one of ö 
| 1 es with me: 15 4 Tavern, and there gave him a 
1:19 Leiter © Wer Ff his Maſter, the Contents whereof MW 
1 Were, 77 returned. him man Dank for his kind 
4 Fee and generous Aſſiſtance; but that Fortune 
7.48 4a ea ly provided ſomething for me far Sus upertar t | 
8 the Station of 4 Servant; that I baf'd he would excuſe 
1s my Breach- . romiſe, and that as to the Caſb, That he 
| i bad lent me, Po Ia Tepay bim 4s 172 as ofible... Ha- 
* vying; thus di ulsd the Negroe, I forthwith addreſs'd 4 
i | Sl to the aforeſaid Admiral, who generouſly com- | 
Mt palſionating my; Youth, and Mixfortunes, was pleaſed. to | 
mM | 5 me on Board the fame Ship that brought me thither, 
WW, and the Commander thereof faveur'd me with the Li- 
. ben, of walking the Quarter Deck. In three or four 
138 Pays the Fleet failed round for Port Antonio, ſituate on x 
WW. the Northermoſt Part of the Iſland, where we continu'd | 
1 near upon four Months, all Hands being daily employed | 
1 Aſchore, in building a Dock for his Majeſty's Service. | 
1 From thence we returned to Port- Royal, and after a | 
1 ſhart ſtay there, our, Ship was ordered Hoes. to | 
1 Phmauth, and there ſoon after = off. Whilſt I was | 
1 ont Board, I had contracted an Intimacy with the Sur⸗ 
3  gean's Mate, and we two now became inſeperable Com- 
1 n Panions, we. both lodging at the Thres Guns,at the 85 | 
| idſt the various Company that reſorted. thither, | 
6 an old Gentleman (Clerk of the e a Aan 27 
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an affable and engaging Temper, with whom, as he 
daily frequented the Houſe, we ſoon became acquainted. 


This Gentleman had a very ee young Lady for 


his Daughter, with whom, as the accidentally came to 
call her Father Home, my Comrade, the Doctor, was fo 
ſmitten. at the firſt Sight, that He could not reſt, till he 
had engaged het Father to fayour us with his, and his 
fair Daughter's: Company, to Supper on the Evening 
following. Mr. B***g, (for bat Was the Gentleman s 
Name, readily conſented, and we paſled the Hours 
in Mirth and Gaiety; the young Lady, to heighten 
our Pleaſures, diverting us with ſeveral Songs. Between 
Twelve and One we waited on our Company Home, 
and afterwards returned to our Quarters, where the 
Doctor was now more inflamed, his Thoughts and Dif- 
courſe running continually on the Perfections of his 
new Miſtreſs. But for my Part, I conceaI'd my ardent 
Paſſion, and reſolv'd'to wait a more favourable Opportuni- 
ty, of diſcloſing my Love and Efteem, in an honourable 
Manner, if ſo it may be called in me, who had already 
tyed the Conjugal Knot. In the mean | ime the Doc- 
tor and I (both being fiuſh of Money) revelled at large, 
till by our repeated Extravagancies, we had almoſt drain d 
our Pockets, and in return to our Folly, got the French. 
Diſeaſs, 1 b e pen pig 
However, one Day 2s we were playing at Billiards, I 
looking out of the Window, accidentally ſaw my Charm- 


er ſtanding at the Door of a Corner Shop ; whereupon 


giving the Game for loſt, Doctor, ſaid I, there's Molly, 
come, let's go and drink a Diſh of Tea with her; by 
no means, replied he, for the People of the Houſe are 
Strangers, and conſequently would deem it Impudence 
in us to force any Acquaintance with them. No mat- 
ter for that, quoth I, if you won't go, I will; fodown 


Stairs I ran to the Shop, and (as in a Surprize) ſaid, 


Bleſs me, Madam! what good Fortune has brought you 

hither, I've oftentimes promis d my ſelf the Happineſs - 

of drinking Tea with you, but never till now had. the 

Opportunity; ſo fliping into the Shop, I told the "RE 
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treſs thereof, that I hop'd ſhe would excuſe my Freedom 
in defiring the Favour of her to make us a Pot of 
Tea, and at the ſame Time flung down half a Crown 
as a Satisfaction for her Trouble. She ſeem'd very well 


pleaſed to have the Opportunity of obliging her Couſin 


(as ſhe called her) and me, and therefore deſired us to 
walk into the Parlour, whilſt ſhe prepared the Tea Equi- 


page. Here I freely diſclo'd my Mind to my Goddeſs, 


and met with a more favourable Reception than I ex- 
pected ; ſoon after, in came the old Gentleman, who 


merrily ſaid: So, ſo, Mr. Englefield, I fee that Molly 


1 


$0 you are got together. Ves, Sir, ſaid I, and fince 


ve had the Pleaſure of drinking Tea with Miſs, I de- 


fire the Favour that we may now go and drink a Glaſs 


together, for I've ſomething to impart to you of great 


Conſequence. Agreed to, Sir, replied he, you and 1 
will go firſt, and Molly, if the pleaſes, may follow 
after us. In ſhort, I told the old Gentleman how paſſi- 
onately I loy'd his Daughter, and that I ſhould be proud 
to make her my Wife ; whilſt we were thus diſcourſing, 


Melly came to us, whereupon I ſhow'd all poſſible 
Marks of ſincere Love and Eſteem for her in the Pre- 


ſence of her Father, who invited me to breakfaſt with 


bim the next Morning. All this while my good Friend 
the Doctor, was on Thorns, and long'd to know the 
reſult of our long Conferences, which I told him, was 
on various Subjects, but never mentioned that I had 


made the leaft proffer of Love to Molly, nor that 1 
was: to go there in the Morning to Breakfaſt. Where- 
fore I aroſe early, and under a Pretence of taking a 


Walk, went privately to Mr. B***'s, who received me 


with the utmoſt Civility, and left his Daughter and 


me alone in the Parlour ; here it was that I repeated 


1y Addreſſes, and . paſſionately expreſs'd. my inviolable 
and conſtant Love, vowing always to maintain the 
fame fix d and unalterable. At length the Nymph 


Conſented, provided that her Father would be content 


to ratifye it; whereupon, warmly ſaluting her, I went 


out into the Garden to the old Gentleman, and thete 
| | 2 old 


told 
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| has ſent your Wife to board in the North of England, 


07 


cold of my Succeſs and good Fortune, earneſtly de- 


firing him to conſummate our Happineſs, by his Con- 
ſent; to which he generouſly replied, fince my Daugh- 
ter is willing, { am Content. Whereupon we went in 
to Breakfaſt, and all my Deſires being thus happily 
accompliſhed, I took my Leave for the preſent. : 
As ſoon as I came to my Lodgings, I began ſeriouſly 
«to reflect on my paſt Folly, in engaging myſelf, in 15 
ſolemn and important an Affair, without any probability 
of effecting what I had ſeemingly carried on with ſo 
much Succeſs; the ſole Reaſon whereof was owing 
to my Imprudence; for although I made a gay Ap- 
pearance, yet I had but ten Shillings left in Mon | 
and moreover. was ſeverely pepper d by the Favours of 
a Miſs, with whom I had Cohabits with at Plymouth. 
Wherefore, upon, mature Deliberation, of the Conſe- 
quences that muſt inevitably ariſe from the Conſumma- 
ton of my intended Nuptials, I determin'd to viſit her 
once more, to let her know, that I had receiy'd an 
Order from my Friends to repair to London forthwith, 
on ſome urgent Affairs; but that upon the Concluſion 
thereof, I would return and honourably perform my 
Promiſe. Molly ſeem'd well enough pleas'd herewith, 


but infiſted on knowing how to write to me, where- 


upon I told her to direct to the Gun-Tavern at Billing/- 
gate. Now there being a Sloop ready to fail that Day 
for London, my Friend the Doctor and I, embarqu d 
therein, and landed at Toawer-Starrs. 65 | 

The firſt Thing I then did, was to fend for Mr. 
G,, to whom I related my Adventures, and of 
him enquired into: the State of the Bankruptcy : Here- 


upon he told me that Mr. L*, and the Aſſignees, 
were involv'd in Law, and that no Dividend had as yet 


been made, but ſays he, Tve two Guineas for you, that 
was left with me by your worthy Friend Mr. Gichin, 
which I ſhould have ſent to you on board the Ship that 
you went out in, had I not heard that ſhe was failed 
before I could poſſibly remit them to you. Mr. B 


but 


* 
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but as to the particular Place I can't inform you 1H m 
would therefore now: adviſe you to lodge ee on D 
Southwark Side, Where if you fend me a Direction, 1. a 
will ſometimes call and ſee you. Hereupon I took- my th 
Leave of him, and went in ſearch of an Apartment, fe 
which by good Fortune, I ſoon met with, agreeable to at 

Taſte, it being im a public Houſe, where I had R 
3 Room Gratii. Near unto my Mani jon livd a Ct 
Mantua-maker / and her Daughter, whom I beſieged fo B 
cloſely, that in a little Time het Virtue began to ſtagger, IM it 
and her Concupiſcence-to- be à tiptoe. In ſhort, the E 
ſole prevention of her Ruin was my being ſo pickled 
wich above-mention'd Dittemper, - Notwithſtanding this, b. 
F viſited: the Aſſignees and their Attorney, 2'or 3 N 
times in a Week, from whom I had a coſtant ſupply fi 
of Money, though net ſufficient to ſupport my Extra- 

ies. Wherefore being now pretty deep in my f. 
Landlord's Debt, I reſolved to make Aether Trip to n 
Sea, but was happily prevented by 2 one Day ar- a 
reſted! as I was walking in Cheaph at the Suit of 


v 
a. Perſon who had been —— 1 my Wife, in her { 
| Progrefs to #/anders. For this Debt I was clapp'd into t 
the Poultry-Compter, and now-thinking my ſelf ſecure 9 
for ſometime, I applyed to my Friend-G***2, who ge- b 
nerouſly order d a Surgeon. to ” neon me for my Cure. 1 
In this unhappy Place, I ſoon became acquainted with : 
ſome: of the moſt notorious Villains, and noted Profti- ] 
tutes of the Town, from whoſe 'bewitching Converſa- 5 
tion, I ſuck'd in the deadly Poiſon of unbluſhing Vice, | 
and loſt what n of Virtue and Honour I had | 
yet remaining. ö 
Here I continu'd near eleven Months, living on the 
Spoils of the unfortunate, whom 1' usd to cheat and | 
cen at Cards and Dice, &c. till being wearied of this 
long and tedious Confinement, I entered into the Con- 
ſpiracy with two others, to take the Opportunity, when 
the Turnkey brought in the unhappy Women of the 
Town at Night, to force our Paffage out; but this 
» ts et Was fruſtrated by one of the Confederates 
turning 


turning Informer, whereupon, I was confin'd for four 
Days in the ſtrong Hold, and afterwards mov'd by 
a Duce to Newgate, where (it being the Summer-time)- 
through the noiſome and filthy Stench of the Place, 
fell dangerouſly Ill, whereupon my Friends compaſſſon- 
ating ' my Misfortunes, and to preyent the ſcandalous 
Reflection of my Death in ſo deteſtable a Place, pro- 
cur d my Enlargement, and generouſly paid for my 
Board and Lodging for three Months, hoping that in 
that Time, I ſhould get into ſome honeſt and creditable 
„„ dd OO 
os being pretty well recovered of my Indiſpoſition, 
| by propitious Fortune, I crept into the good Graces of 
Mr. L* Attorney, who 'employ'd me for a con- 
r /// ⁰³» - 
One Day I chanc'd to meet John Gadbury, (wy 
former Landlord 'in Holland) who had ran away with 
my Wite's Effects, whom 1 dogg'd to his Lodgings, 
and acquainting the Attorney for the Commiſſion there- 
with,” had him ſecur'd in the Fleet, from whence after 
ſeyen Months Impriſonment, he made his Eſcape, to 
the great Detriment of the Warden, who was obli- 
gated thereby to ſatisfye our Demands. Upon the a- 
bovemention'd Attorney's going to ſettle in the Country, 
I contracted with one K, a Buckle-maker, in Wa- 
ter-Lane, Fleet Street, to learn the Art of Carving 
Buckles. Our Agreement was, that I ſhould ſerve him 
Twelve Months, and for his Trouble in inſtructing me 
in that Branch of Buſineſs, give him a promiſſory Note 
for twenty-five Pounds, payable fix Months after the 
Expiration of my Servitude. For ſome time I lived very 
Happy with this Man, till by an unexpected Accident, 
he became. jealous of me and his Wife; the ſole Reaſon 
whereof was as follows. A Relation of Mr. | 
who fupplyed the Widow A*, at the Star Mufick- 
Houſe, near the Dock-head, Southwark, with Wine, 
uſed annually to give an Entertainment there, to 
which he always invited my Maſter and Miſtreſs. Now 
it happened that my Maſter was ill at the Time ap- 
5 Ge oy pointed 


— 


1 80 

pointed ſor the Merry- making, wherefore he deſired me 
to accompany his Spouſe thither, to which I readily a- Nee 
greed, and the Hours paſſing ſwiftly away in Mirth. and eat, 
e we ſtaid there till four O Clock in the Morning, Wo to 
[tus innocent, though imprudent Action, gave Birth ho 
to his Fears and Jealouſies, and caus'd him to imagine em 
That J violated the Rights of his Marriage Bed. How- % 
ever, he took no Notice thereof for the preſent, but re- 
ſoly'd. to watch for an Opportunity to confirm what 
he already ſuſpected. V 
This Mr. N, had a Neice, a very pretty young 
. Girl, for whom I profeſs d a great Reſpect, 4000 uſed 
always to wait on her Home, when ſhe came to viſu 
her Uncle. Now it fell out, that one Morning as! 
was in the Kitchen, and my Maſter up Stairs, that 
this young Woman came and, aſk'd her Aunt; to take 
a Walk to Hington; my Miſtreſs conſented, and I out 
of a Frolick offered my Service to accompany them to 
Mr. Ls there, at the Land of Ned, which being 
readily accepted, I pretended to my Maſter, that I was 
oblig'd to attend the Aſſignees in the Afternoon, and 
therefore defir'd his Leave to make half a Holyday ; he 
freely complyed with my Requeſt, and I accordifig to 


<a +4 +4 


Agreement, met my Company at the Place appointed, 
but had not been there long, before Mr. X, came 
in puffing and blowing like a Porpice, and almoſt as 
pale as Aſhes ; his firſt Salutation was a Blow on his 
Wife's Head with a large Stick, which he would have 
repeated, had I not prevented him. The Women af- 
frighted, ran out of the Room, and he and I fat down 
to drink together, where I uſed all poſſible Arguments 
to eradicate thoſe groundleſs and jealous Whimſies that 
poſſeſs d. his Brain. But all to no purpoſe, for he re- 
main'd inflèxible; and vow'd Revenge on her. Where- 
fore in doing it in vain, to reconcile the Difference, and 
that I ſhould run in danger of my Life, if I continued 
any longer in his Service, I propoſed a Seperation to 
prevent any farther Miſchief, which he readily agreed 
to. Now being deſtitute of all Buſineſs, I liv'd on 15 


Ss © OW »- — -— 6 9 — 


Sv” 5 — UDP ˙——— fy. K 929 


28 2H 


Wo 


"> ww + © > 


* 


„ ...r 


4 


cus 


everſions of a Proſtitute of the Town, till growing | 


eary of that ſcandalous Courſe of Life,. I reſolv'd to 


o to Sea, and therefore applied to iny Friend G***2, 


rho was ſo Kind as to obtain for me a Letter of Re- 


ommendation to Captain Tallard, Commander of the 


ear! Man of War, that was going on her Station to 


wrbadies, Now I might have been Happy, and re- 
ered my loſt Reputation and Credit, had I been ſo 
riſe as to have gone on Board purſuant to Order; but 
prevalent was my lewd Habit of Life, that I could 
ot quit the ruinous Company of my Harlot, with 
hom I ſtayed in Dalliances of lawleſs Love, till the 
% he FO 

By this imprudent Action I entirely diſobliged all my 
riends, and was therefore obliged to keep on in the 
me abandon'd and deſpicable State of Life, till one 
hy as I croſſed Lincoln's-Inn-Square, I was arreſted by 
t. Dod the Officer, at the Suit of K -—— my for- 
er Maſter, Mr. Dod, knowing. me when I was in 
roſperity, conducted me to his Houſe, where he told 

tc I might remain as long 15 could find Money. I 
as now in the utmoſt Deſp̃air, and had there ended 
y Days miſerably, by hanging myſelf, had not the 
ope fortunately broke. _ f | 2 
Now Mr. Dad's Wife being ill, had Lodgings in the 
ountry, and his Buſineſs often calling him out, I was 
ft in the Houſe with only two Women - Servants, 
ach made me reſolve to take the firſt fayourable Op- 
ortunity of making my Eſcape ;. neither was it long 
fore I effected it; for one Day as Dad and his Fol- 
wer were gone to Kenti/h-Town, I ſent the old Wo- 
an out for a Quart of Gin, and ply'd her ſo cloſe 
ith that intoxicating Liquor, that ſhe ſoon fell faſt 
ep. As to the young one, I elevated her Spirits with 
ack and Walnuts, till by amorous Toys, and merry 
ageiſh Tales, I prevailed on her to grant me the Fa- 
cur of ſtanding at the Street Door for the. Benefit of 
e Air, In the Interim came by a Barrow of Peaches, 
hereupon ; Come my Dear, faid I, will you eat a 
>" Is Peach? 


/ 
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Peach? She replying, Yes, Sir, I gave her Six-Pence to 

| purchaſe ſome of them, but did not ſtay to partake of 
the Repaſt, for I immediately ran down to Temple. Stain 

and croſſed the Water, where I lay Perdue at the Houſe 

of one J, an Acquaintance of mine, who em 
ployed me in making Handles for Bruſhes, and after 
wards recommended me to Mr. Med, a Colonr-Man 
who had built a Shed ina Field remote from all Houſe 
where he boiled: his Bullock's Blood, an Ingredient uſe 

by them in the Compoſition of Blue. This retire 
Life,” attended with a noiſome Stench, did not long 

ree with me, and therefore I refolyed' at once (f 
ear of falling into the Baififfs Hands) to fell my Mf fa 

a four Year's Servant. Accordingly I contracted wit 
dne Burge, Who ſent me on Board the Pani Th 
Factor, Captain Gray, bound for Jamaltu. In m 
Paſſage, I ſettled the Captain's Books, who ſold me fo 

a School-Maſter to Colonel Sands, at, Port-Royal, whi 
having a Plantation at Salipan-Hill, removed me an 
his Children thither, for the better Conveniency © 
their Education. Here IT continued near three Months 
frequently diverting my felf in the Cottpany of on 
Duimine, a facetious and truſty Negroe Slave, belong 
ing to my Maſter, till growing weary of the mean 
poor Diet I met with there, I reſolved at all Events tl 
run away; and accordin 8 Four in the Mom 
ing, I went privately to Pu//age-Fort, but had not g 
into the Boat that was to carry me io Ningſton, befor 
I was purſu'd, overtaken and conducted Back. No 
withſtanding this, T ſtill remain'd obſfinate, and ini} | 
ön going to the Colbnel's at Part. Rchal, which bein 
agreed to, I loudly exclaimed againſt the ill Freatmef 

I had met with, and pfainly told. him, that I won 

ſerve him no longer; whictr fo exaſperated the Colbne 
that he threaten d to have me whipt by. his. Negroe 
Enraged at rhis Menace, I fore that nothing leſs ti! 
His Life ſflould expiate the groſs Afffont; whereup 
he finding me ſo reſolute, remanded me. to my form 
. Captain, with whom (he having buried one of his Hand 


Soldier in the Foot-Guards, and for my Part, I fold my 
ſelf once more to go to Penfilvania, and continued 


„„ 


I returned to England, and in the Downs was preſs d by 


his Majeſty's Ship, the Portland, from whence I was re- 
moved on Board the Canterbury, where I continu d 
for ten Months, when an Order came for our being 
paid off at Phmouth. From thence I went to Huer- 
comb, Briſtol and Bath, and rambled up and down the 

ntry with my Comrade, who was one of our Cor- 


porals on Board, till having expended all our Caſh, we 


made the beſt of our Way to London, taking the Op- 
E of paſſing for Sea-faring Men caſt away in the 
.amb, Captain Morgan, bound for Ireland, with the 

Tranſport Soldiers; by which falſe Pretence we ob- 


| tain'd great Relief on the Road. When we came to 


Landon, we lodged in St. Giles's, at one of thoſe mean 


and ſcandalous Houſes, that harbour Strangers for T'wo- 


Pence a Night. But this Life not being agreeable to 
either of us, I perſuaded my Companion to enter for a 


on Board near a Week in the River; but there finding 
indifferent Uſage, and fearing to meet with worſe at Sea, 


1 ftole Aſhore, in Company with a H/eaver, who was 


likewiſe going on the. ſame fooliſh Errand. From 
thence we travelled to Canterbury, where pretending our- 
ſelves to be Frenchmen, we were reliey'd by the Pro- 
teſtants of that Town, and then continu'd on j 


Journey to Dover, where by good Fortune we met 
with Captain Jennings, who gave us our Paſſage ta 
Calais. At my Landing there, I was ſollicited by ſe 


veral 1ri/h Officers to enliſt into the French Service, but 
wou'd by no means agree to their Propoſals. My Com- 


5 Paus now parted from me, in ſearch of Buſineſs, buc 
entered myſelf on board a Snow, loaded with Corn, 


and bound for Liſbon, At Calais we ſtaid ſeven Weeks, 
in which Time the Captain and all the Crew were fo in- 
volved in Debt, that we were obliged to put to Sea in 
the Night. When we arrived at Lisbon, the Command 
er was turn d out of his Employ, and we all Paid off. 


** 
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Now the Engliſs Fleet lying there, I had ſome 
thought of entring on Board thereof, but was prevented 

by Meſſrs. Abraham and Foſeph Gue/?, who kept a large 

Tavern at Bull-Bay, - who- agreed with me for. ten 
Pounds per Annum to ſerve them, in the Capacity of 
a Drawer. Here I muſt confeſs, that I lived upon the 


| beſt that the City afforded, and each of my | Maſters 
| keeping a ſeperate Lady of Pleaſure, I likewiſe grew 


wanton, and -maintain'd' a Miſs for myſelf ; but as this 
Courſe of Life could not be ſuppoſed to have any long 


Duration, my Maſters ſoon fail'd, and I thereby was 


obliged to ſeek out for a freſh Service. Hereupon I 
ſhipp'd my ſelf with Captain Brot, Commander of 
the Sarah Galley, bound to Sancta-Crux, in Barbary, 
and from thence to Cadiz, and fo home to Engiand ; 
but the Captain and I not long agreeing together, I ran 


away from her at Cadix, from whence, (after I had 


involved myſelf in Debt) I made the beſt of my Way 
to Malaga by Land, all through the Province of An- 
daluzia. In my Journey, I was greatly ſurprized at 


the Poverty, and extreem Miſery of the Inhabitants, 


chiefly: owing to their Bigottry, they ſcarcely having 
Bread to eat, whilſt - the pretended Religious are pam- 


pered up in the moſt exuberant Luxury. 


When Iarrived at Malaga, I lodged at one O'Brian's 
almoſt a Month upon Credit, but finding at laſt cold 


Reception, I reſolved to apply myſelf to the Clergy, 
who I knew full well were the only Perſons for me to 


Play upon, and having obſerved that it was cuſtomary 
for ſome of them to frequent the Sea- ſide daily; I ſeat- 


ed myſelf there on a Stone, and in a melancholy Poſture 


waited for their coming; nor was it long before two of 
the Dominican Order came, and ſeated themſelves by 


me, aſking in the Spaniſb Tongue, what Countryman 


I was? I replied in Latin, an Engli/hman ;- whereupon, 
according to their fooliſh Notion, deeming me no 
Chriſtian, and therefore incapable of Salvation, they 
out of their ſeeming Piety, invited me to their Convent, 


there to be inſtructed in their Faith. In ſhort, I verify d 
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che old Proverb, Neceſſity has no Law; for being then 
almoſt ſtarved, I was glad to embrace any thing that of- 
fered for my immediate Relief, and pretending to be 
entirely ignorant of the Romiſo Principles, which to my 
Sorrow (I now ſincerely Confeſs I had imbib'd in my 
Youth) I paſs'd on them for a great Proficient therein. 
Here I liv'd a retir'd and indolent Life near four Months, 
during which Time they often preſs'd me to the Accep=- ._ 
tance of the Habit, which I always declin'd, as having 


an Averſion (ever ſince J arriy'd to the Years of Diſ= 


cretion) to their Superſtitious Follies, though by them 
artfully contrived to impoſe on the giddy Vulgar. Theſe 
Fathers recommended me to the Service of a Spani/b 
Nobleman, in Quality of Page to his Lady, with 
whom I liv'd eleven Months, till being unfortunately 
diſcovered in an Amour with his Niece, whom I had, 
Debauched, I was forc'd to ſæreen myſelf from the Rage 
of the injur'd Don, by leaping out at the Window, and 
making the beſt of my Way to the Houſe of an 1r:/þ 
Taylor of my Acquaintance, where I lay conceal'd for 
a confiderable Time, till at length meeting with a Sloop 
bound to Gibraltar, and from thence to Ireland, I en- 
tered- on Board thereof, our. Paſſage was unparalled, and 
hardly credible, ' for we were thirty-five Days before we 
got into the Bay at Gibraltar, which from Malaga, is 
but eighteen Leagues diſtant. Wherefore thinking that 
ſuch an uncommon and unuſual Diſappointment, por- 
tended ſomething fatal attendant on our Sloop. I there 
quitted her, and offered myſelf as a Soldier in the Gar- 
riſon, but was rejected, by the followers of Mars, on 
Account of my Stature, whereupon having nothing to 
ſubſiſt on, I was'forc'd to perform the diſagreable and 
ſlaviſh Part of a Labourer to the Bricklayers, which 1 
thought. was the greateſt Hardſhip that I ever yet met 
with, and therefore I reſolved. to quit this intollerable 
fatiguing Service, and ſeek out for ſome other more 
oY OY a ga ACLIED 
\;- Accordingly I applied my ſelf to the 'Tennis-Court, 
and ſerved therein as a * ; but that likewiſe did not 
"7 8 3 an- 


anſwer my Expectation, for my Miſtreſs, on Account 
of the wet Seaſon, not having ſo much Company as 
uſual, put me to fetch Water from the Fountain, and 


clean the Hogſties, which ſervile Employs, not con- 


filing with my Notions of Life, I quitted her Service, 
and then commenc'd Uſher to a School-maſter, who 
not living within the Bounds of his Scholiaſtical Re- 
venues, was in a little Time compelled to quit the Gar- 
„ Ft Wat: 

I now thought I had a fair Expectance of ſucceeding 
him in that Occupation, but my Hopes therein prov'd 


Abortive, through the Malice of ſome envious Perſons, 
who repreſented me to the then Governor (General 


Sabine] as a Perſon ſent thither as a Spye, though in 
Diſguiſe ; whereupon his Excellency ordered me. to be 


confin'd in the Moores Caſtle, in a noiſome and filthy 


Cell, where I continued for the Space of ſeventeen 
Days.; at the Expiration of which, I was releaſed and 
turned out of the Garriſon. Whereupon I ſhipp'd my- 
ſelf as Coo on Board a Tartan, commanded by one 
Anthony Fenkins, bound for Walidea, on the Barbary 
Shore. We went out in our Ballaſt, with four Mooriſb 
Merchants on Board, that were to freight our Veſſel 
with Corn, and then return to Gibraltar, for the Sale 
thereof. e AY HE 

But the Maſter, either through his Ignorance, or ad- 
verſe Winds, could not gain his defired Port ; but kept 
buſking the Sea till our Proviſions were almoſt expend- 
ed, and we reduced to the Allowance of three Pound of 
Barbary Ruſk per Week, and half a Pint of Water 

2 Day. Theſe hardſhips, with the ill Treatment of 
the Maſter, .made me reſolve to leave him as ſoon as 
poſſible, and ſoon after it luckily happen'd, that I had an 
Opportunity of Effecting what J ſo much defired, for 
in a hard Gale of Wind we ſprung our main Maſt, 
and tore our Sails to ſhatters, but at length the Storm a- 


bating, we the next Day made the Canary I/lands, 


when putting her before the Wind, under an old ſpare 
maintop Sail, that we had on Board, we anchor'd a- 
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bout eight at Night at the Colerada's, belonging to the 
Hand of Lanceroba; our Captain being afraid to go into 
the uſual Port of that Place, leaſt his Hands, who had 
been all barbarouſly treated by him, ſhould run aſhore 
and leave him. Now I reſolved to looſe no Time in 
freeing my ſelf from this Slavery, and therefore about 
Twelve o'Clock at Night, my two Canfederates and I, 
after we had taken three Pieces of Linnen, and what 
ele we could find, from the Mors, embark'd in the 
Boat, and went aſhore, making the beſt of our Way 
from the Sea Side, though we knew not whither it led 
to. About the Dawn of Day we met with a Spaniard, - 
mounted on a Baurico, or Jack-Aſs, who ciyilly bidding 
us Good-Morrow, asked for an old Pipe, whereupon 
I, having the Language at Command, returned the 
Complement, and favour'd him with one half full of 
Tabacco; whereat he expreſs d a great Satisfaction, and 
at the ſame Time gave me to underſtand, that he was 
Mayor of that Town, which we then ſaw on the 
Hill. I confeſs that by his mean Garb, and wretched 
Appearance, I had formed a deſpicable Idea of the reſt 
of the Inhabitants, which was further augmented at the 
Sight of their poor ſtraggling Hutts, and miſerable man- 
ner of Life; their common Diet being Greens and Oat- 


meal, mixed with cold Water, which they call Ges; 


neither do any of the Inhabitants, except the Grandees 

and Clergy (aliho* the Iſland affords plenty of Corn) 
ever Bake any Bread for their own Uſe. "IF IN 
In the Evening, by the help of our Guide, whom 
we hired for two Reals of Plate, about a Shilling Value, 
we reach'd the Port, where ſtood ten or twelve ruined 
Houſes, with only one which appear'd in tollerable good 
Repair, which upon Enquiry, we found was the Man- 
hon Seat of Seignor Don Bernardo Trejano Cacillio de los 
Ehperones, the Perſon who aſſumed to himſelf the Title 
of the Britiſb Conſul; to this Gentleman we complain'd 
of the ill Treatment that we had received from our 
Commander, repreſenting him as no Chriſtian, but as an 
Encourager to Mahometiſin, and to prove our Aﬀertion, 
we declared, that he had four Moors on Board. 5 
G 4 In 
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In ſhort, we made him appear ſo black in the $94. 
niard's Eyes, that he thought him a mere Devil, often 
' figning himſelf with the Croſs at the mention of hi 
Name. Whereupon he commiſerated our Hardfhips, 
and entertained us very handſomely for three Days. To 
this Gentleman we fold our Linnen Cloth for 40 Dol. 
lars, but not thinking it ſecure to make any longer Stay 
here, leaſt the Captain (who without Diſpute would 
come in Search of us) ſhou'd on his Appearance con- 
fute our Aſſertions, and thereby making us appear greater 
Villains, than what we had repreſented him, obtain an 
Order to have us bound Neck and Heels, and carried on 
Board, where we cou'd expect no Mercy from him, 
or the injured Moors; we therefore went privately in the 
Night to a Place called Ja Villa, the Reſidence of the 
Governor, where ſtood two Convents, one of Domini- 
an, and the other of Franciſcan Fryars, where we took 
Sanctuary, my two Comrades in the lager, and I in 
the former Monaſtery, 

The Priors of the reſpective Orders, treated us very 
handſomely, 'and promiſed to ſecure us from all Danger, 
if we kept in the Confines of their priviledged Territo- 
ries. We had not been long here, before the Captain 
came up to the Goyernor's, and upon Complaint, that 


LE. he cou'd-not put to Sea without his Hands, obtained of 


him an Order to apprehend us, if found without the Li- 
mits of the Convents, it not being in his Power to take 
us out of the Pale of the Church. Hereupon the Cap- 

tain endeavour'd by Flattery, to perſuade us to return 
on Board, but all in vain, for we not only reſolved to 
continue in our Station, but alſo to do him all the Pre- 
judice we cou'd ; and therefore I drew up a Complaint 
to the Governor, and prevailed on the Prior to preſent 
it to his Excellency, ſetting forth our barbarous Uſage; 
and that the faid Commander had Moors on Board, who 
under Pretence of Traffick, came to take a View of 
the Ifland, in order to return with greater Force, and 

- ſurpriſe the Inhabitants. This ſo incenſed the Gover- 

nor, chat he order d a e of Soldiers on Board, 
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to ſearch:the Veſſel, and to oblige the Captain to pay 
oo Dollars, as a Fine for not anchoring in the open 
Port ; and furthermore, to put to Sea in ten Days time. 
All which, he unable to reſiſt their ſuperior Power, was 


| obliged to comply with. 


As ſoon as he was failed, we rang'd up and down the 
Iſland at our Liberty, and were civilly entertain'd by the 
Natives, in the beſt manner they cou'd afford. . My 
Companions went on Board a Genoeſe Veſſel, but 1 
waited for the Arrival of the Father Provincial, well 
knowing, that if I had the Fortune to get into his geod 
Graces, that it wou'd turn conſiderably to my Adyan- 


tage; wherefore on his Arrival there, I play'd my 


Cards with ſo much Art and Cunning, that I ſoon ob- 
tained the Favour of waiting on his Perſon, who I 


muſt acknowledge treated me with the utmoſt Huma- 


nity, With him J went to Sandta Crux, another of the 


Canary Iſlands, where I continu'd in the fame Poſt; but 


altho* I neither wanted for the beſt of Victuals, nor 
Cloaths, nevertheleſs ſeeing no Proſpect of getting Mo- 


. ney in his Service, (the Clergy of that Profeſſion being 
generally ro much addicted to the inordinate Love there- 


of) J left him, and from thence proceeded to the Port 
of Oratava, where for ſome Time I was maintain'd by 
the Engliſh Merchants; but as Courteſies of that Na- 

ture are not of any long Duration, I was ſoon obliged 
to Ship myſelf on Board the Charming Molly, Captain 

Patrick Mackhugh, bound to Genoa, where we unload- 
ed our Orchilea, (a Weed uſed by the Dyers) and after 


about a Months Continuance there, we loaded with Bale 
Goods for Cadiz. As I now waited on the Captain, 


I had an Opportunity of ſeeing the Directions of the ſe- 
yeral Letters that he brought for the numerous Mer- 


"chants of that City, and amongſt them I found one di- 


rected to Meſſts. Ryan and Mannock ; whereupon know- 
ing Mr. Mannocꝶ to have been my old School-fellow, 
and familiar Companion when in Trade, I reſfoly'd to 
wait on him, and therefore aſked the Captain Liberty 


to go aſhore, where I ſecreted myſelf all Night in a G. 
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tity, and freely. afked me, I hat Service he cou'd do 
mee To which generous Offer I reply'd, Sir, pleaſe to 
obtain my Diſcharge from the Commander. Whereupon 
he immediately gave me a Note to the Captain for that 
Purpoſe ; yet he abſolutely refuſed to diſcharge me, and 
the next Day failed for St. Lacan, to load with Fruit 
for London, leaving me behind. Mr. 1dannckt (as my 
Wages were but trivial) adviſed me not to trouble my- 
ſelf about them, but ordered me to take a Lodging, and 
come to Dinner with him every Day, until he cou'd 


manner; he enabled me beſides to quit my Seaman's 
Garb, and gave me a genteel Suit of his own, with 
Shirts, Hat, Wig, Cc. and 20 Piſtoles in my Pocket. 
No I began to taſte the Pleaſures of Life once more, 
and buried all my former Hardſhips in Oblivion; yet ſtill 
I obſerved à regular and ſedate Conduct, for fear of 
diſobliging my generous Patron; till one. Night in the 


Lady, with whom I went Home, and ſpent the Eve- 
ning in lewd Pleaſures, and as I was returning Home 
thro” a dark Paſſage, my Hat and Wig were ſnatch'd 


I had borrow'd of my Friend: was pick'd out of my 
Pocket. The Place was ſo dark and obſcure, that I 


cou d, and ſoon skreen d himſelf from my fruitleſs Pur- 


greatly perplex'd, how to prevent this ſad Diſaſter from 


cou'd not effect, but by procuring. the Book, the ſole 
Obſtacle to the Concealment of my paſt Folly ; but 
Mr. Mannock had unfortunately heard of the Affair, by 
tte Book being expoſed to Sale; wherefore' at Dinner he 


*, 


eſe Houſe, and the next Morning waited on my wor- 
Friend, who receiv'd me with unuſual Marks of Ci- 


ptocure my Paſſage to England, in a Gentleman-like 


Carnaval Time, I unfortunately pick'd up a Spaniſb 


from off my Head, and at the ſame Time a Book, that 
cou'd not diſcover the Villain, who fled as faſt as he 
Stung with Remorſe, not ſo much I conſeſs for the 


Offence, as for the Loſs I had ſuſtained ; I went Home 


'" Teaching my Friend's Ear, which full well I knew I 


afked me for the fame, ſaying, That he highly efteemed 


c 


t, as being @ Preſent from his Brother to him. I bluſi d, 
and after Dinner calling him aſide, freely acknowledged 
my Fault, and humbly begged Pardon for the Offence, 
which he generouſly forgave ; but caution'd me to be- 
ware of the like Folly for the future. 1 now reſolvd, 
(ince my Friend was 12 with my Amour) to 
make the Harlot (whom I ſuſpected to be an Accom- 
plice in the Robbery) to, render me ample Satisfaction 
for the Injury received, and therefore I made my Com- 
plaint to the Alcade Major, or Mayor of the Town, 
who order'd two Officers to go with me to the Houſe, 
and to demand the Goods I had loft; and if the Proſti- 
tute refuſed to deliver them, to ſeize her Effects, and 
carry her to Priſon. In ſhort, «the Huſſy to prevent the 
impending Storm return'd the Things, and as an At- 
tonement for her Crime, gave the Officers and me a 
Dollar a-piece, and a handſome Treat. 
Sometime after this, Mr. Mannoct ſent for me, and 
told me, that he had agreed for my Paſſage Home, and 
that I muſt go on Board in the 3 for the Ship 
wou'd ſail the next Morning for England: Whereupon 
I bumbly thank'd him for all Favours, and took my 
laſt Farewell of him, highly overjoy'd at the Thoughts 


W of my returning once more to my native Land. But 


as I paſſed thro the City Gates, with a full Intent to 
go on Board, I unhappily met a Courtezan, a guondam 
Acquaintance, with whom I ſtay'd all Night ; but the 
next Morning when I went down to the Aud, I 
tound to my equal Sorrow and. Surprize, that the Ship 
was faild ; whereupon I was fo enrag'd at this fatal 
Diſappointment, entirely occafion'd by my own Folly, 
that I almoſt reſolved to put a Period to my wretched 
Life. And now being no longer able to ſtay in Cadix, 
for Fear of being ſeen by my injured Friend, I took 
Boat, and, went over to Port St. Marys, and from 
thence to St. Lucar, where I had heard, that one Mr, 
Brown, a wealthy Merchant refided, whoſe Siſter had 
been married to my Uncle Sir Roger Langley. Here I 
had the Honour to dine with this Gentleman, _ 

| — 
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made me a Preſent of two Doubloons, and adviſes me 

to return Home. Whereupon, lodging at the Houſe 
of Mr. Smith, who kept an Ordinary ſor the Maſters 
of Veſſels, 1 fortunately became acquainted with Cap- 
tain J/hitaker, bound for Cowes and Hamburgh, with 
this Gentleman I came Home, landed at Limingin, 
and from thence made the beſt of my Way to Londen, 

. where finding that my Creditors had receiv'd 10 J. in 
_ the Pound in my long Abſence, I was in Hopes of re- 
cCeiving the Sum ſtipulated by Parliament for Bankrupts, 
and thereby reinſtating myſelf in ſome ſettled Buſineß 
with my Wife. Mr. Brown her Father being dead in 
my Abſence, and all Differences now ſeeming thereby 
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to be appeaſed, whereupon I waited on my Mother-in- th 
EW, and to her made Propoſals of ſending for my Wife Toy 


to Town, which ſhe agreed to, but thro her avaritious Ro) 
Temper, "refuſed to aſſiſt me with Money to enable me I De: 
ta recover my Right from the Statute, and to obtain 
11 Certificate from the Creditors. Whereupon finding I and 
good Defigns rend'red impracticable, I gave a Looſe 
© falſe Pleaſure, leading a profuſe and extravagant Life, 
until I had almoſt exhauſted all my ſlender Gains, as M 4 
 Ikewiſe a ſmall Legacy that was left me by my Couſin 
Brent. Wherefore I now reſolv'd once more to range 
abroad in Search of new- Adventures, and accidentally 
coming acquainted with one Mr. Z***, a young Spark 
of as deſperate a Fortune as my own, with him I pro- 
poſed to make a Tour to Paris; in order whereunto, 
- we travelled by Land to Dover, but on our Arrival there, 
we were unhappily diſappointed in our intended Progreſs, 
by an Embargo laid on the Shipping in that Port. 
Where on our Return Home, Money being low, 
we ſtopp'd John Springate of Feverſham, within Sight 
of the Turnpike at Harbe-Dawn, but upon riffling his 
Pockets, and finding no more than three Farthings there- 
mn, not thinking ſo inconſiderable a Sum worthy our 
Acceptance, we return'd him the ue, and avily diſ- 


* him. : 


| 

| 

| 

| 

j 

| 

| - 
1 
11 


For 


(93) 3 
For this Fact we were both taken near Boughton, a- 
dove five Miles diſtant from the Place where we com- 
mitted the Robbery, and committed in Auguſt 17 39 to his 
Majeſty's Goal for the Eaſtern Diviſion of Kent, from 
thence we Were moved to the Aſſizes at Rocheſter, 
where we both received Sentence of Death, on the 2oth 
of March 1739, from Sir John Forteſcue Aland, who was 
pleaſed. to Reprieve us both in Order for Tranſportation. 
Under this Sentence theſe Pages were written. May 
all young Men read them with a proper Diſpoſition to 
avoid by my Example, the miſerable State I have brought 
myſelf to. A State too frightful to deſcribe, and the 
very Thoughts of which ſtops the Pen. Yet a State to 
which Numbers are running, as full of Mirth and mad 
Joy, as if their Fools Paradiſe was a real One. The 
Royal Mercy hath ſaved me from an ignominious 
Death, and J humbly truſt in GOD, that he will give 
me his Grace to amend my Conduct, and by a thorough 
and fincere Repentance ſave me from Death everlaſting. 


„ f . | 4 A 

Maidſtone- Goal, N ” „ 
Ful 20, S8. Lanckzr. 
1740. ES 
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73 uft Pabli 'd, and Sold by Joux Avery. 
| BEE, in Court, Fleet- ſtreet, the twy 
 followiny Books. Fg OR 
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Neatly printed in Two Pocket Volumes, adorn'd with Fin 


- fFiſpieces. 


Select and impartial Account of the Live, 


Behaviour, and Dying Words, of the moſt remarks 
ble Convicts, from the Lear 1700, down to the pre- 

Tent time ; containing amongſt many others the following Ac. 
counts. viz. Richard Turpm, for feveral Robberies; Herman 
trodman, for che barbarons Murder of Peter Wolter, ' his 


| Felton Apprentice; Thomas Cook, the Glouceſter Butcher, fat 


the Murder of Mr. John Cooper, a Conſtable in May Fair; 
Sea Morgridge, for the Murder of Lieutenant Cope in the 
Tower; n Clerk to the late Secretary Harley, Eatl 


of Oxford, for hc ing Correſpondence with her Majeſty's Enc- 


mies; Richard Town, Tixllow-Chandter,. the only Perſon who 
was executed on the Bankrupt Act; Col. Oxburgh, Richard 
Gaſcoigne, Eſq; Juſtice Hall, and Parſon Paul, for High- 
'T reaſon; the Marq ais de Paleot, for ſtabbing his Servant; Lieut, 
Bird, for the Munder of Samuel Loxton, at a Bagnio; Mat- 
thias Brinfden, for the Murder of his Wife; Capt. John Maſſey, 


for Piracy; Capt. John Stanley, for the Murder of Mrs. May- 


cock; Jonathan Wild, the Thief-taker, for ſeveral Felonies; 
Katharine Hayes, for the barbarous Murder of her Husband; 
Edward Burnworth, William Blewit, and five more, for the Maur- 
der of Mr. Ball, in St. George's Fields; James Cluff, for the 
Murder of his. Fellaw Servant Mary Groen John Gow, alias 
Smith, Captain of the Pirates, for Piracy and Murder ; Mr. 
Maynee, one of the Clerks of the Bank of England, for cheat- 
ing the Bank of 4420 l. Mr. Woodmarſh, for the Murder of Mr. 
Robert Ormes; John Sheppard, who made his Eſcape out of 
the Condemn'd Hole, and likewiſc out of the Stone Room in 
Newgate, Robert Hallam, for the barbarous Murder of his 
Wife, by throwing her out of Window; Mr. . Shelton, the 
Apothecary, an Highwayman; Sarah Malcolmb, for the barba- 
rous Murder of Anne Price. Eliz. Harriſon, and Lydia Duncomb, 
in the Temple,; .John Field, Joſeph Rofe, William Buſh, and 
Humphry Walker, for entering the Houſes of Mr. Lawrence 
and Mr. Francis, &c.” with above a hundred more, 


Felix quem facient alvins Peticula cautum, 


Richard Savage, Eſq; for Mur- 


„ lony 1 
Duffus, Gabriel Lawrence, and a 


CESS 


* 


8 ELECT TRAIALIS at the geſſions- Houſe 


in the Old-Bailey, for Murders, Robberies, Rapes, Sodo- 


my, 


Coining, Frauds, and other Offences, from the 


ear 1720 


to the preſent Time; chietly tranſcrib'd from Notes taken in 
Court, with genuine Accounts of the Lives, Behaviour, Con- 
feſſions and Dying Speeches of the moſt eminent Convicts. 
Theſe Trials, &c. are not to be met with in any other Collection. 


In Two Volumes, Price 145. 


Theſe Two Volumes contains the TRIALS of 


Harrkings and Sympſon, for rob. 
bing "the Briſtol. Mail, with 
an Account of all their Rob- 
beries. . * | 

Spiggot, the famous Highway- 
man, that bore 350 Pound 
Weight on his Breaſt. * 

Butler, Barton, Fox, Hawes, Wright, 
Coltbouſe, Drury, Warwick, ates, 
Armſtrong, Beck, Edwards, and 
many others, all famous 
Highwaymen and Street-Rob- 
bers. % | : 

Arthur Grey, the famous Footman, 
for Burglary with an Intent 
to raviſh Mrs. Murray. 

Dr. Kraafe, Pritchard, Simmonds, 
Cooke, Ellis, and many others 

for Rapes, all very enter 
taining. | 

Capt. Stanley, for the Murder 

of his Whore. 

Brinſden, Crony, Nichols, Mac Gennis, 

| Lutterell, the. famous Nanny 


Butler, Vaughan, and Cholmly, | 


(two Conſtables) Foſter Snow, 
& many others for Murder. 
Major Oneby, for the Murder of 
Mr. Gower, with his Life. 
Vezey and Hallam, for the Mur- 
der of their Wives. 


der, with his Life. 
Captain Jane, for Murder. 
Edward Stafford, Eſq; and many 
others. p | 
Sally Salisbury, for an Attempt 
eas the Hon, J--- F---, 
Eſa: 
Sir arles Purton, Bart. for Fe- 
ony. 


1 


domy, ſhewing all the Tricks 
and Methods uſed by che 
Mollies. | 


Squire Day, alias Dave for 


a Cheat; and ſeveral others 
for bilking their LH £ 
* 


1 Two German Counts, for 


ing a Bank Nete. - 
Jonathan Wild, for ſeveral Fe- 
lonies, with ſeveral Particu⸗ 
lars of his Life, never be- 
fore n e 
Mrs. Gregory, for marrying Squire 
Cockeril, under nga of 
being a great Fortune. By 
The infamous Catherine Hays, 
who murdered her Husband, 
and lay with another Man 
the very fame Night. 
Mrs. Sherman, for giving Poiſ- 
on to Mr. Chovet. 


Vevers, the Bricklayer, on all, | ; 


his Indictments. 

Mary Hendron for marrying Miſs 
Morris to an Iriſhman, a- 
PR her 2 | 1 | 
in 1 an am, an 

others, N | : 

Ruſſel, for a Miſdemeanour, in 
endeavouring to Carry away 
Mrs. Benſon. ; 

William Hales, Eſq; and Parſon 

Kinperſley, for Forgery. 

Atkinſon for the Murder of his 

Mother, at Charing - Croſs. 

With a great Number of di- 
verting TRIALS of Whores, 
for robbing of thoſe that 

pick'd them up; and ſeveral 
other remarkable ones for 
the Highway, Rapes, Mur- 
ders, Burglaries, &c. 


great many others, for So- 


Both Volumes containing upwards of Fire hundred Trialss 


among which are upwards of ſeventy Trials for Murder, near 
Sixty of Whores for privately ſtealing, upwards of one Hundred 


for the Highway, about Thirty 


for Rapes ; the reft being for 


Frauds, Forgery, Burglary, Sodomy Bigamy, Shop-lifting, Riots, 
Miſdemeanors, Receiving Stollen Goods, Single Felonies, &c. 

N. B. Theſe Trials are not only very neceſſary for all Lawy- 
ers, Juſtices of the Peace, Clerks of the Indictments, and 
other Perſons concern'd in Proſecutions, &c. but are very uſe- 


a. 


_ ful and entertaining to the Generality of Readers, 
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